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speaking on » previous motion, he saw it
o twit the Government with suddenly tak-
ing an interest in the 8t Andrew's Rapids
pear Winnipeg, and the insinuation thatr it
wits on account of the approaching elections,
1 would like 10 know what his motive is for
now taking such an interest in British Col-
uiibia. e (Me. Martim has had several
motioens on the papear dedling with matters
from the north of RBritish Columbia o the
svuth. and 1 perhaps wmight be atlowed o
say that possibly the proximiny of the elee-
tions has something o do with that also.
The hon. gentlennin e, Marvtin has stated
very truibiiully that the Brirish Columbin
Routhern Railbway is a road that in the in-
terest of the country should be buibt and
should e sublsidized. The coul tields in that
neighbourhood, 1 tiruily believe, ave the most
valuwiible on the mmuwm of America. This
may be constiered prevty tail walk, biit it is
borue out by the 1 por s of all the engineers
who have becu on the ground atd examined
these coal beds, There are, asx the menmber
for Winuipeg (Mr. Maviin) has stated, mag-
niticent seams off semi-authreacite as well as
of bituminous and camiel coal. Thiryy feet.
twenty feet, and six feer, amd so ou, lyving
layer upon Ly er. or rather in mining phrase-
Oiouy, sein upen Sedt, fo he oXgetit of 148
feer of ol This coal is Knowa o extendd
ar loast over 2oogurt aeres of laml. Noaw,
the  British Coiumnbin Southern Railway
Company have a charter from the British
Ceolumbia government, from the Crows’ Nexg
Pass to the Nootenay Lakes. That Conee
pany has. for years past, been doing their
utmost 1o ebtain capital to build that road
and develop thesxe mines. They have spent
uap to the present time, so I am informsad.
over [R100.000 in surveyvs, aind in prospect-
ing these mines. They have had the very
best brokers and financia! men engaged in
London and elsewherve to 1ry and doat the
bonds of this company. but, owing 1o the
great tinaneial stress which has prevailed
during the last few years, it has been found
impossible for them to obtain the necessarvy
funds to carry out this great work. The
British Columbia Government. during the
present session of the legislature, now sit-
ting. has seen fit to give the company o
further extension of two years te begin
work. knowing full well that the company
were using their utmost endeavours ro got
the road built. The Dominion Government
has granted a subsidy for thirty-cight miles
of that road. and. to the hon. mewmber for
Winnipeg (Mr. Marrind who said that the
Government were holding that Pass so that
no other road could get in there. T may say
that the Minister of Railways sent an engi-
neer to exaniine that Pass. There was some :
tronble between the Canadian Pacitic Rail-
way and the British Columbia road, but the :
engineer found that there was plenty of

room for four railroads, in the very DATTOW- ;
est place in that pass. Therefore, it is not .

exactly right to say that the British Colum-
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bia Railway Cowmpany, or tie Canadian Haci-

il Railway Company is Keeping out other
roads. There is plenty of room tor threeor

four railroads there. Now, with regard o \ii-
erican capital. 1 wmay tell the hoit. gentle-
man that 1 know for a fact that there has
been an effort to getr Awmerican capital, and
that these bonds huve been offercd to Amwm-
ericans.  American engineers have been in
to surve)y the ground. aud 1o examine the ¢oal
ticlds, but 1 am sorry to say that up to the pre-
sent time, neither Eoglish capital nop -
erican capital has Leen found ready o in-
vest in that road.  There is ne Jdoubr about
the value of the road when {5 is built : there
is no doubt about the viiue of the coal telds
when ihey are developed ©oamd above aud
beyond all, there is no doubt aboui the ime-
mense benetit the completion of that voad
would be to the Kootenay country.  As the
wember for Winunipeg (Mr. Maviiin has said,
al the present time, the coke which ix peed-
ad for the swelters—amd there awill a
Iargely increased demand soou—costs S14
per ton. If that road were built, with the
fnnense developmeunt of coul resoutces and
the facitities for obuaining that eoal, coke
could be obtained immensely (iw;x;wr 1 may
rell the House that thix rvomd canr Lo ran
rizht alongside these large = ‘1.1\\\ amd thar
the coal can be dumiped out of the seam into
the curs. There is no drainage needed, and
little or no expense tfor vontilation, as tiese
coil feams are on tho hillside and run vight
through the mountain, I believe that the
coal could be '.ll'l‘wd froim the Crows' Nest
Pass, or within a rfew miles of it. right to
the hmrt of the gwold and silver minine dis-
trict of Wootenay. amd the coke subpliod
there for 6 per ten.  llon, gentiemen can
see what a  tremendous  advantage  that
woltid be 1o the smelters, iind to the mining

be

cotittunity ar large. I was very giasd. in-
deed. to bear the hon,  gentleman M

Mariin) s<ay that he considers that this mil-
road is one of the railroads in Canada thar
ourhr to be subxidized. { may say thai the
British Columbia members have for the last
foir or five years impressed upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of subsidizing thai road.
and 1 am very glad to he ah'e to say. also.
that the session beiore last, we got a sub-
sidy for thirty-eicht miles, I am =sorrey.
however, that the Government saw fir at
that time to impose a certain condition with
regard to that subwidy.  That was, that if
the Bri'tish Columbia feuthern Railway buile
th t lue, thar for tive yoars afterwanlds the

an‘ldrm Pacific Railway should have the
chanee of taking the road over at actual

cost. That 1 did not think right, and [ do
not thiuk it is right yet, beeaunse it is very
hard. indeed. to get eapitalists to invest
money in a project when there is any condi-
tion of that sort imposed. Howerver. if wé
-cannot do any better than that, T am sure
the people of Rritish Columbia would be
delighted to see thar road built. whether it
i‘ was built by the Canadian Pacific Railway



