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Mr. PATERSON (Brant). Has any one outside ofOttawa

b3en successful in making the lowest tender?
Mr. CARON. Yes. In Montreal, O'Brien and Co. have

had the great coats; and Auclair & Gagré the uniform,
in Ottawa, as tho lowest tenderers.

Mr. CAME RON (Middlesex). las the question been
cnsidered of supplying some sort of undressed uniform for
the volunteers who are called out for partial service?

Mr. CARON. The suggestion is a very good one, and
will roccive the consideration of the Department.

Mr. CAMERON. I am entirely in sympathy with the
suggestion of the hon. member for Muskoka (Mr. O'Brien)
on ihat subject. I know it would ho of service te the country,
ard it would be a saving to the country as well, if such a
course were adopted. Yonng men come in from the country
who are not accustomed te the tight fitting uniform which
is usually supplied. Besides, it is much too heavy for ser-
vice at the time of the year when the voluntecrs are usually
called out.

Mr. BAKER (Victoria). The member for West Elgin
(11r. Casey) has made a suggestion which, I think, tho
Minister will find a difficulty in carrying out. le made
use of a nautical expression, and suggested that provision
should be made for head-gear. Now that, as I understand
it, consists of flying-jib guys and martingales, and ail sorts
of things. The Minister of Militia will have to refer that
to the Minister of Marine, who will be able to speak more
detinite'y upon that subject.

Mr. CASEY. The late Major.General said there wero lots
of guys of all sorts in the militia.

Mr. VAIL. What about military stores?
Mr. CARON. There is an increase of $10,000. It is re-

quired for genoral services in connection with stores,fuel, gas,
transport of stores, arms and am munitfon, &c., pay of labour-
ers, repairs to stores, &c., 815,000; for 500 tents, at 818 each,
89,000 ; 50 sets of saddlery, for cavalry, at $30 each, $61,500 ;
articles required for repairs to harness of field batteries, the
harness in many cases being worn out and unfit for service,
$2,500; accoutrements, bolts, haversacks, squad bags, knap-
sacks, and general equipment for militia, $22,000; 5,000
blankets, at $2 each, 10,000, making a total of $60,000. The
amount placed in the Estimates for military stores is re-
quired to enable the Department to replace the articles now
worn out and unserviceable. Many of these articles, such
as tents, saddlery, harness, accoutrements, &c., &c., having
been in use for a number of years, are now completely worn
out and must be replaced by new and serviceable articles.

Mr. VAIL. The accounts last year show two items, ag-
gregating $12,000, for blankets. Wore they obtainel by
public or by private contract ?

Mr. CARON. The hon. gentleman will remember that
this matter came before Parliament lat Session, and I told
him that from peculiar circumstances, as the militia was
going out at a lato period in the year, and as the number
of blankets we had in store was only sufficient to give each
man one blanket, the Department had not sufficient time to
cati for tenders, and they had to procure these blankets
without calling for tenders last year. But since then,
tenders have been called for. The whole question came
be'ore Parliamont last year, and the papers werc asked for,
and I brought down every letter and document connected
with the purchase of these blankets.

Mr. VAIL. I wish to get some information about the
price paid for clothing and blankets. In 1875 the Depart-
ment was obliged to purchase, at Halifax, a number of
blankets for Prince Edward Island, and the average price
paid per pound was 33s cents. But I find in the items of the
Publie Accounts for the year that the hon. gentleman paid

Mr. CmuON.

55 cents per pound for his blankets. Now, that seems to me to
be a very important difference, and I do not know how it
can be explained except, upon the principle that goods have
increased very much in price.

Mr. CARON. If the hon. gentleman c>uld say that the
blankets for which ha paid 33 cents per pound, wore of
exactly the same quality as those for which we p aid '5
cents per pound, of course he would be quite right, but Iam
very certain the hon. gentleman is not right. The blankets
which we purchased last year were much superior to any
blankets which we ever had before in the Department, even
when we were importing them from England. As for the
increase in the other items, I may repent to the hon gentle-
man that it arose from the fact that the stores which we
had were very old and some of them were perfectly useless.
Last year we had representations from almost every camp,
complaining that the tents did not protect the mon against
the rain. It was necessary to replac3 tho tents, and I arn
now providing for that.

Mr. CAMERON (West MiHdisex). Have applientiois
been made for knapsacks ?

Mr. CARON. The sum of $22,000 is for the purpose of
getting belts, haversacks and other accoutrements which
are absolutely reguired for the florce.

Mr. CASEY. Has the hon. gentleman given attentîion to
the modern system of accoutrcments ?

Mr. CARON. Yes.
Mr. CASEY. fie is now awaro that in England a much

improved method of halnging the knapsacks and side arms
now prevails. Is it of that sort that the new ones are to
be ?

Mr. CARON. Yes. I hop3 we may b able to get the
Oliver pattern, or an improvement upon it.

Resolutions to be reported, Committee to sit again.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONA LD moved the adjournment of

the House.
Motion agieed to ; ani (at 2 o'lock, an.) the liouse

adjourned.
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The SiEAKER took the Choir at Three o'elock.

J'RAYERS.

OFFICIAL tPiiIORT OF TlE .DEBATES.

Mr. WIIITE (Cardwell) from the Select Committee ap-
pointed to suporvise the Official Report of the Debatesof the
flouse during the present Session, presented the following
as their Third Report :-

The Chif Repoîrter having submittel a letter, eneiosing an aupiùe-
tion from Mr. J. W. Mathewson, (copies of which letter and application
are hereto appended), asking that he be remunerated for his Eervij0. in
repairing and keeping in order the caligraph writing machines, uelby
the Officiai Reprtming Staff-the Committee have arefully consid.ered
the same, and would recommend thst the application b& grantedend
that Mr. Mathewzion be paid the som of $130 per Seusioaier thatsrie,
such payment to commence with the present Session. TheComnattee
would aiso reeammend that one additonal caligraph writinrg mahmine
be purchased for the use of the House ii connection with th3Offaial
Reporting.
He also presented the following as the Fourth Report-:-

The Committee have had before them an application frondhemitem-
bers of the Official Reporting Staff, respecting tahe remweatioet4hey
receive for their services-an i have after carefully consideing <es
same, decided to recommend, that commencing with neit Sessiu, the
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