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- IF WE TAKt UNILATERAL ACTION, AND IT ACCOMPLISHES NOTHING ,
WHAT HAVE WE GAINED ?

- WE ACCEPT INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS AS THE ONLY KF:ALLY
MEANINGFUL AND POTENTIALLY EFFECTIVE MEASIIREti AGAINSI
REPRESSIVE REGIMES .

ALTHOUGH WE RECEIVE NUMEROUS REQUESTS TO TAKE ACTION IN
CASES OF VARIED GRAVITY, IMPORTANCE TO CANADA AND
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN, WE MUST NECESSARILY CONSIDER THE
POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR ACTION ON FUTURE CASES, IN
THE HOPE THAT WE CAN CONTINUE TO BE EFFECTIVE IN HUMAN
RIGHTS ISSUES .

WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY, TOO, TO CONSIDER THE LONG-TERM
IMPLICATIONS OF OUR REPRESENTATIONS, ESPECIALLY IF THEY
GIVE RISE TO HOPES WHICH WE CANNOT FULFILL .

IF, THROUGH OUR ACTIONS, WE ENCOURAGE UNWARRANTED
EXPECTATIONS, SO THAT THE PRESSURES GENERATED BY
DISSIDENTS BECOME INTOLERABLE TO A GIVEN REGIME, WHA T
GUARANTEES CAN WE PROVIDE FOR THEIR SAFETY, OR FOR THE
STABILITY OF THEIR WHOLE SOCIETIES, IN THE EVENT OF
MASSIVE UPHEAVALS IN THEIR STATES, SUCH AS OCCURRED IN
HUNGARY IN 1956 AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA IN 1968 ?
THERE ARE OTHER IMPLICATIONS WHICH MUST BE TAKEN INTO
ACCOUNT BEFORE DETERMINING A COURSE OF ACTION .

WE MAY HAVE OTHER HUMANITARIAN INTERESTS, FOR EXAMPLE, OUR
REFUGEE PROGRAMME IN CHILE, WHICH WE WOULD WISH T O

SAFEGUARD BY REMAINING ON AT LEAST PROPER IF NOT CORDIAL
TERMS WITH THE OTHER COUNTRY CONCERNED .

CONCLUSION :

- I HAVE SPOKEN FRANKLY THIS EVENING ABOUT THE PROBLEMS AND
THE TYPES OF CONSIDERATIONS WHICH GOVERN OUR ATTITUDE TO
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES .

- AS MOST OF YOU CONSIDER HUMAN RIGHTS A MATTER OF UTMOST
PRIORITY, I HOPE NEVERTHELESS YOU WILL AGREE THAT THE WAY
IN WHICH WE SEEK TO DEAL WITH HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IS
DELICATE AND DIFFICULT AND IS SUBJECT TO NUMEROU S

G 11 CONSIDERATIONS .

THE QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS ONE OF THE MOST COMPLEX
ISSUES IN FOREIGN POLICY BECAUSE IT STRIKES TO THE ROOT OF
OUR TRADITIONS AND THEREFORE CONSTITUTES A POTENTIA L

G: CHALLENGE TO OTHER SOCIETIES WHOSE TRADITIONS MAY
°~ ESSENTIALLY BE DIFFERENT .

DESPITE THE NEED FOR DELICACY AND BALANCED JUDGEMENT,
CANADA WILL CONTINUE TO UPHOLD INTERNATIONALLY THE COURSE
OF HUMAN RIGHTS, IN THE LEGITIMATE HOPE THAT WE CAN
EVENTUALLY AMELIORATE THE CONDITIONS OF OUR FELLOW MAN .


