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It is a matter of regret to us All, I'have no doûbt,
that the prospect of the unification of Korea into â single
free and' peaceful state is not much* clôsér this year" than when
we last' dïscussed"the subject . As we have said -befôre, how-
ever, we must recogni2e-that'it will' take time to'reduce the
tensions and allay the passions which are**the inèvitablé result
of so bitter aiid tragic a'conflict : * Wé sYiôûld riot relax our
efforts to promote-a settlement, but'we shouid not'despair
because-thi's has not yet'beeri achieved . -We may rejoice• in fact
that the armistice has been maintained and that the Korean people
have been able to devote 'their remarkable- eriergies'to the economic
réhabilitation and development of their country ând'= in th e
South --to hold' elections, the rèsults " of -wYiich' prov e that"there
was a vigorous'exercise of the right 'to vote freely': -We"only
wish'that it were possible to note with satisfaction economic' -
and political progress in the North as well-or even some'reflec-
tion of the restless hunger for independence'which has been'a
notable feature of many other Communist regimes during the *past
year . Unfortunately; it is still very difficult to-riotè' anything
at all about North Korea, but what little information does teach
the light of day is-not encouraging .

Last year the Canadian Representative made a plea i
n this Committee for a practical and flexible approach to the

problem of unification of Korea . I do not wish to repeat what
was said at-that timé in detail, but I would like to say that
my Delegation is as"much convinced as it was'at that time that
the"United-'Nations'must not allow''any- tinreasonable stubbornness
to 'sftand in thé way; -of negotiations wYiich""might lëad'"to a- settle-
merit .- Stubborn we must' be in insisting on certain principles
fundamental to- unificatiori . This must be a union freely' entere d
into' and"musVestablisYi in' the words "of-'the United . Nations objectives
stated in Geneva, "a unified, independent, and democratic Korea
tinder a representative form of government" . The United Nations can-
not under any circumstances agree to a union achieved by political


