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to live with In principle.

Our delegation, Mr. Chairman, le impressed by the 

optlènal character of article 13. Indeed It le hard te eee 

how the article could be any nore optional than It already le. 

Paragraph 1 provldee that a party to the convention nay 

recognize the oonpetenee of the International ecmnlttee to 

receive petltlone free nationale. But thâ»e le entirely 

permissive In that the eeenlttee ean have no eeepotenoo for 

the etate concerned unleae that etate agreee thereto In the 

abeenee of concent, that la, of a déclaratien, a ateto party 

will have no elgnlfleant oonneetlon with the eennlttoe. Theee 

etatee therefore whleh regard the right of petition ae 

Inappropriate In the preeent otage ef the development of 

làteroatlonal relatione will In no way be bound agalttet their 

wlehee. Their lntereate are fully protected by the draft ae 

It new ctanda.

Paragraphe 2 and k provide that a etate whleh 

recognizee the capacity of the International committee nay 
Indleate or appoint a national body, which ^zou^ do jjaeoe" 

things: first, receive petitions from Individuals who have 

already exhausted other local ramodiées secondly, eeek redreee 

from the etate itself, where appropriates and, thirdly, where 

redrees hae not been obtained within a time limit, communicate 

the natter to the International eeeaittoe. But all this, like 

paragraph 1, la optional. ▲ party to the convention le not 

obliged to appoint or eleet a national committee. And of eourae 

it will not do eo if it hae not made a declaration under paragraph

k


