
exclusion of an indigenous majority can le. President
Maliuad was overthrown ini January 2000 when

offlcers tepe to form a junta, only to be swept
from the scene in defèrence tp the Vice-Presideat after

from wihnthe milltary and the US - puiled the plug.
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liberalism is historlcally associated with
authoritarianism and the expropriation of communal
lands. Thus, the oft-heard objection that Latin
American democracies are "illiberal" needs to be
qualified by an appreciation of the distinctive
experlence with liberalism i the region. The cultural
baggage of competitive lndividualism may make liberal
democracy unattractive to indigenous peoples
accustomed to a more consensual style of decision-
making.

If indigenous peoples tend to abstain from voting in
Guatemala, or support rebellion i Chiapas, Ecuador,
and Bolivia, ti should lead us not to conclude that
they are «anti-modern", a conclusion that ivariably

lasto diatospolicy implications, but rather

insittios oul b made more congruenit with local
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