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releasing him to the Department of External Affalrs,

he would kepp him at 1least within arms reach in an
adjacent office, as well as having Mr. Pcpe within reach
for frequent consultstion. iils depencdence on the nominal
Secretary of State for Bxternal Affairs, Charles lurphy,
was very much less; and indeed in one or two of Grey's

letters to Sir Wilfrid Laurier he referrsd rather acrimon-
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lously abouts Murphy, for whom evidently he did not have

the same high regard as he had for Fope and Walker. Hs
recognized the qualitles of Joseph Pope.in matters of
protocol. In one letter he wrote by hand to Laurier, he
sald: "I have been looking into the tiresome Precedence
question with that high authority Pope, & with his asazist-
ance, have prepared an amended table which I should like
to discuss with ycu. . ."(1) |

If conslderable attention has bsen given to the
‘role of Farl Grey, the Governor General from 1904 to 1911,
1t 1s because of his very influential role in the history
of Canada's conduct of external relations during that
perlod which coinclded in part with the Laurier regime.
Earl Grey was among the firet, in 1908, to urge the
creation of a special Department of External Affairs;
he, with Lord Strathcona, was among the first, as sarly
as 1906, to propose tlie appointment of a Canadian attaché
to tﬁe British Embassy in Washington;: (élthough he later
Qithdrew thisbsuggéstion; and even ohjected to a sub-
sequent proposal to appoint a Csnadian Trade Commissioner
to Washington); he was the proponant of a separate Domin-

lons Office in Llondon; he was in the lead in believing

(1) Laurier Papers. Governor General's Corresponderce.
(Doc. 20728Z2).




