
wo Neiglibours with a Shared Problem

C anada and the United
States have long boasted of
sharing the world's longest
undefended border, but this
does flot mean there are no
disputed issues.
And somne of the most conten-
tious issues in the past cen-
tury have been environmental
and resource disagreements.
A century ago, the two coun-
tries almost came to blows
over rights to water for irriga-
tion from one western river
that flowed across the border.
After incidents like that, the
two nations started to draw
up agreements over the shar-
ing of boundary waters and
they wrote in promises Io
avoid fouling each other's
environiment. This created
one of the oldest anti-pollution
treaties around: The Bound-
ary Waters Treaty of 1909.

The treaty's main job was to
sort out the joint uses of
shared waters for domestic
and sanitary uses, navigation,
and power production. But it
also contained a potent clause
about environimental protec-
tion: "'Boundary waters and
water flowing across the
boundary shall not be pol-
luted on either side to the
injury of health or property on
the other side .'
That treatv also created the

IThe quality ofdrinking water is a
looming environmieftal
issue.

Under the water-quality
agreements, Canada and the
United States have spent an
estimated $15 billion control-
ling sewage from towns and
cities and, yes, Lake Erie is
much cleaner now than it
used to be. Green slime no
longer coats its beaches, its
waters no longer taste fouI,
and the fishing is improving,
The 1972 cleanup was aimed
mainly at phosphorus, which
was "'over-fertilizing" the
lakes. The 1978 agreement
tried to tackle the much more
difficult problemn of toxic
rhAmirak;l, ât à timp when


