
News briefs

A study of a proposai for a non-
goverriment, non-profit association to
promote public appreciation of Canada's
national parks has been announced by the
Minister responsible for Parks Canada,
Hugli Faulkner. The National Park Co-
operating Association and its agencies
would produce, seil and distribute publi-
cations, expand library fadilities, extend
support to interpretation activities and
help provide visitor information. Recom-
mendations on the best arrangement for
the establishment of the association will
be submitted for study by December
1979.

Canada and the German Democmatic
Republic (East Germany) have agreed to
commence negotiations for a settiement
of outstanding property questions be-
tween Canadian citizens and the Govern-
ment of the German Democratic Repub-
lic. Canadians who have property dlaims
outstanding against the German Demo-
cratic Republic are to submit details of
their dlaims to the Department of Ex-
temal Affairs before January 31, 1979.
Claimants must have been Canadian citi-
zens at the time of loss. Further details,
together with forms and instructions on
procedures, are available from: Econormic
Law Section, Legal Advisory Division,
Department of Extemal Affairs, Lester
B. Pearson Building, 125 Sussex Drive,
Ottawa, Ontario, KI A 0G2.

Quebec Communications Minister
Louis O'Neill, said on July 14 that the
Quebec govermnent had no plans to cre-
ate its own news agency. Mr. O'Neill, re-
leasing a report on a study to see whether
such an agency was feasible, said that
while there was some interest in the idea,
there were also reservations, including
concemn that an agency subsidized by the
provincial government would not be inde-
pendent.
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Prince Philip, who has been awarded
the St. Boniface General Hospital Re-
search Foundation's Intemnational Award
for 1978, will receive it at a dinner at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre on October
15. The principal beneficiary of the
honorarium will be The Duke of Edin-
burgh's Award in Canada, founded by
Prince Philip, which emphasizes fitness
for young people. The award is bestowed
annually in recognition of efforts in me-
dical research and leadership in the pro-
motion of health care.

Ontario has begun its $1 .9-million pro-
gramn to provide French-language versions
for more than 150 of the province's 700
revised statutes. The program, to cover
four or five years, follows a commitmnent
by the Govemment in the Speech from
the Throne last February to establish "a
special section ... to, begin work on transia-
ting Ontario's statutes into French".
Laws dealing with human or civil rights,
benefits, grants or penalties - "the ones
that have the most public use and most
affect people" -have been selected for
translation.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
plans to open nine new offices and estab-
lish regional headquarters across the
country next year to provide improved
services to veterans and their dependants.
The new offices will be in Corner Brook,
Newfoundland; Campbellton, New Bruns-
wick; Sherbirooke and Gatineau, Quebec;
Brampton and Peterborough, Ontario;
Brandon, Manitoba; Penticton and Prince
George, British Columbia.

Higher unemployment benefits help
reduce the probability of subsequent un-
employment, says a report by Statistics
Canada. Relaxation of unemployment in-
surance rules in 1971 made it possible for
those out of work to take longer to look
for new long-termi jobs and, while this
meant longer periods on benefits, it also
meant those involved were less likely to
be unemployed again..

Quebec Premier René Lévesque has an-
nounced that the province's hourly
minimum wage of $3.27 wiil be increased
by 10 cents on October 1 and by a
further 10 cents next April 1. lThe two-
step increase covers aIl people receiving
the minimum wage, except those under
18 years of age and employees who re-
ceive tips.

Ontario used les. electricity than ex-
pected last year, says an Ontario Hydro
spokesman. Last year's increase was 6 per
cent, compared with an average of 12 per

cent for each of the previous ten years,
Ottawa was the only city in the province
to use less electricity last year than ini
1976, perhaps because less is being used
in govemment buildings.

Consumer price indexes rose in ail re-
gional cîties from May to June, with 11V
creases ranging from 0.5 per cent in St.
John's, Newfoundland and Thunder Bay,
Ontario to 1.0 per cent in Halifax, Nov2
Scotia. Higher prices for beef cuts and il'-
creased home-ownership charges werO
largely responsible for these advances.
Other important contributing factors
were higher prices for poultry, fresh fruit,
selected clothing items, some imported
and North American model cars and trah
and inter-city bus fares. Lower prices
were recorded for fresh vegetables, espeC
cially for lettuce and tomatoes, autonWO
bile insurance premiums and, in sonlie
cities, gasoline.

Wholesale sales in Canada totalled
$5.38 billion in May, an increase of 5.6
per cent from $5.52 billion a year earlier.

Canadian Pacific Rail has agreed tO
tumn over 334 acres in British Columbia
to the St. Mary's Indian band as partial
compensation for damage to reserve prOý
perty caused by the diversion of the St.
Mary's River in 1969. CP Rail and the
federal Department of Indian Affairs
have agreed to share equally the cost of
the band's dlaim to a total of 2,800 acres.

The minimum age for marriage in On'-
tario has been raised fromn 14 to 16. Con-
sent to, marry fromt both parents will bc
required for those under 18, although
there are provisions for one parent or
separated families. The new legislatioll
abolishes the notion of illegitimate
children for ail purposes of law, making it
unnecessary for teenagers to marrY
simply to prevent "iilegitimacy".

The unsuspecting British Columbia"i
public has been at the mercy of a zaflY
plot to subvert the federal metric-converf
sion program, throwing otherwise earnest
students of the measuremnent systemn intO
fits of rage. Among many widely circ11
lated official-lookîng, bifingual notices are
those advising consumers of metric padck'
ages of eggs (ten constitute a dozen), five'
pack cases of beer, and a gross of tefl
metric dozen (100 instead of 144). There
is also a rumnour of plans to switch tO
metric time! A B.C. metric office spokesý
man, Peter Hall expects more capers but,
hie says, "bas long as these hoaxes dorl't
,hurt anybody too seriously, a little lightý
hearted injection isn't that harmnful".
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