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[t is only ini France that the spirit of democracy has ha
free play. The old order perished utterly wheu the hieads (

those who had goverued from time immemorial f el beneat
the knife. It has taken more than a hundred years for demn
cracy to accomplisli its perfect work. The resuit is we
described by a recent writer upon these pages: " France hi
arrived at a point wheu lier finest spirits turu away froi
public 11f e, leaving its enioluments to the self-advertiser an
the unscrupulous. Sensational crimes, poitical squabble
and finaucial scandais, dominate the attention of the enorn
ous majority. A strike is cause enougli for many otherwh
reasonable people to cry out 'nous sommes perdus,' for otli
to demand a saviour of any sort, a king, a dictator, an exi
cutioner, a pope. The conception of men's riglits is f adin1

-the reign of fear lias begun."
In England the pretence of democratic government caiu

to an end and real democracy began a f ew months ago, whE
the power of the House of Lords was destroyed and ail ai
thority was centred in a single chamber. For good or j
the House of Lords lias had at least an equal share wil
the. Conimons in the government of England. The familii
composing it have, for the moet part, supplled the personu
of the. army, the uavy, the churcli, and the diplomatie servie
By the. Parliameut Bill the. people of England have, for goc
or lU, deprived theniselves of the services of this estate i

trenchantly as if the bloody knife of revolution had be<
employed, unless iudeed the House of Conunons sliould pro"
an exception Wo the universal experience that tlie career,
cA1 nnwirv dp.mnieratie asemblies is one of automatie ar


