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PROPOSITION FOR A PROVINCIAL HOUSING ACT
The following proposition for a Housing Scheme

for the Province of Quebec was prepared by a com-
mnittee of citizens of Montreal and district to be sub-
niitted to the City Improvement League of Mont-
real, the committee being composed of the following:

John Quinlan (City Improvement League).
J. A. Smart (late Deputy Minister for the In-

terior).
J. t Foster (President Trades and Labor Coun-

cil).
Gustave Francq (Trades and Labor Council).
John MacNaughton (Montreal Tenant's Associa-

tion).
P. W. McLagan (Mayor of Westmount).
Rosier. Prieur (Mayor of Point-Aux-Trembles,

Secretary Union of Québec Municipalities).
Harry Bragg (St. Lambert).
W. J. King, J. P. Augiu, Kennedy Stinson, Jas. IE.

Wilder, A. W. Bremner, B. Bernier.
W. M. Irving (President Builders' Exchange).
J. A. Whittaker, Aid. Adelard Lanouette, C. AI.

lard, of Verdun.
Douglass Breniner (Pres. General Contractors'

Association).
Frederick Wright (Editor Canadian Municipal

Journal).
Alfred E. Balfry, Secret ary.
As a resuit of a conference held in Ottawa in

the latter part of December, 1918, between members
of the Dominion Government and the Premiers.and
other members of the goveruments of the several
provincés, legislation was passed by the Dominion
Parliament which authorized the Minister of Fin-
ance, under the provisions of the War Measures Act,
to make, upon request, loans to the government of
any Province of Canada, for the purpose of building
cottages for returned soldiers and workers. To take
advantage of this Joan, which aggregated $25,000,-
000, the legislature of the Province of Quebec passed
legisiation authorizing the Government to borrow
the proportion of the boan alloted to the Province
which on the basis Of population would amount to
annrnxhimdqtpv eq-000 flfl

Dominion Housing scheme as applied through the
Quebec Housing Act is impracticable and unwork-
able and consequently a failure so far as the Pro-
vinc of Quebec is concerned.-

In view of the facts that the Quebec Hou sing
Act has not proved a success, and that the congestion
in the urban municipalities of the Province and par-
ticularly the City and District of Montreal is fast
becoming a menace to the health and comfort of the
people, because of the shortage of housing accommo-
dation, it is clearly the duty of the Government and
the Legislatuire of thé Province at this coming ses-
sion to either amend the present Quebec Housing
Act or to enact and pass new legislation that. wîll
enable the government to float a Joan and re-loan
same through the municipal councils or through a
special commission, for thé purpose of building
houseS for the people, on more équitable terms and
conditions than the present Joan.

The comniittee suggests that under such a Pro-
vincial scheme as urged in the preceeding paragraph
the aggregate amount to be loaned shal .not ex-
ceed $20,000,000 and the amount of Joan to any one
municiPalitY shall be ini proportion to thepopulation
and the needs of the municipahity.

The Committee further suggests that the Loan
b. applied as foflows-

1. That the boans made shall be for a period not
exceeding thirty-one years at the lowest possible
rate of interest but not to exceed five per cent. per
annum, payable monthly-after, the first six mionths,
and that a sinking fund sufficient to retire each
Joan at maturity be made a condition.

2. That any municipality, Company or individual
borrower shall have the right to pay off the whole or
any part of the principal of the Joan at any time
duriflg the terni.

3. That any Joan made under the Act shall fot be
deemied a part of debt of the municipality to whîch
the joan is made.

4. That money under the Act may be advanced
for building houses and tenements 011 sites acquired
or owned by:

(a) A Municipabity.
(b) Housing Societies, Associations or Com-

panies;
(c) Individual owners of a lot or lots, for the

purpose of erecting houses or tenements on such
lot or lots.

loan on each building and

i any one building
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