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Montreal's, New Government System*
Howard S. Ross, K.C.

Under its amended charter the city is -governed ,by a
mayor, a commission of five members, called "the admInis-
trative commission of the city of Montreal," and a council
composed of the mayor and one alderman for each ward.
The present chief city attorney, the present city comptrolier
and the city treasurer are ex-officlo members of the comn-
mission and may be dismissed only by a vote of two-tlirds
of ail the members of the counicil and such dismissal shall
take effeot only if approved by the lieutenant-governor ln
council. The other members of the commission are ap-
pointed for four years by the lieutenant -governor who
may, however, dismiss them at any time for cause and
ap,eint their sisgcessors. The chairman of the commission
ie designated by the lieutenant-gove'Uor, is salary being
$12,000 per year. The other members of the commission re-
ceive $10,000. Three commIssioners form a quorum. The
chairman or the .member presidlng in hie *absence shail
vote as commiesioner, but shall have no casting-vote,

The following powers are exclusively vested in the com-

Lets of the coi

of the board of contrail was quite broad -the ,overnment of
the provinc~e, which granted the charter, aiwaye took the
vîew that it could at any time stop in and pass laws di-
rectly affecting the city even though the city had ap-
parently been grs.nted such powere. The "home rule for
citiesl" idea bad made little if any headway In this pro-
,vince or for that Inatter ln any part of Canada.

For some years delegations have been going, not to fixe
city hall but to Quebec, pleading for amendments to the
city charter until it became qulte clear to mose people
that the city was really, in the Important matters ruled
at Quebec. Straiigely enough the Queébec government was
pot expected (until recently) to take any of the blamne
for the lack of good city government. The French-Can-
adian electors seem ai last to be very'much aI'oused and
recently have been holding public meetings protegting.
against taking away the power or the alderman and the
granting of a new franchise to the tramways company,
The thirteen menmbers of the legisiature frein the District
of Montreal are blamed. There are unconfirmed rumors
ihat the Provisional Governmeni now fear a misiake has

benmade and thai ihere is a probability that wiihin a
Ifew years the present commission will give way to a count-
cil. JMiring the lasi session of the legielature far-reaching
amnndments to the charter were passed which in effeci dele-
gte the powers of the legislature to five commissioners
appointed by the provincial cabinet.

LI As in most large citles much has been made of the ai-
l> eged likd maniagements of the aldermen and Uitile ha. been
said Publicly of thxe large sums-flany millions lost to the

n city by the grant, in this case, by the legislature, or valu-
.eable Public utility franchises for practIcally nothing; the

exemption froin taxation of much valuable property; the
10w taxation of property worth millions of dollars and held
out of use for speculative purposes.
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