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Production of Aeroplane Spruce in B. C.
.rd Told ini Rapidly Inereasing Totals

L917, to Bigning of Armistice--Hearty
dl Interests.
c of "The Timberman," Portland, con-
nd valuable article on the production
in British Columbia for the 1imperial

ncgives great credit to Major Austin
Millan, F. R. Pendieton and ail those
together with the loggers, lumbermen

rupanies who so patriotically supported
*uce Board.
the Department of Aeronautical Sup-
the Imperial Munitions Board in No-
ýppointment of Major Austin C. Taylor
by his immediate departure to British
,tions to take steps necessary to secure
)n of spruce for airplane purposes.
)duction Board of Great Britain had
Lhat Sitka or "silver" spruce, is the
which would meet the demands of the

Many owners pressed the board to purchase timber
limits and recommended direct board ownership and opera-
tion of these limits. The adoption of such a policy would
have led the board into the proprietorship of large areas ô£
timber for the sake of securing a relatively smaîl proportion
of spruce which grows among the hiemlock, cedar and other
trees. Also the enormous capital expenditure incident to
the acquisition of the limnits by purchase would have neces-
sitated a consideration of after-war government logging
and sawing operations, and its effect on subsequent com-
mnercial luxnber trade. Neither speed in production nor-
financial economy could be effected by direct ownership
and operation of timber limits; therefore the board 's re-
jection of this suggestion would appear to be a very wise
one.

Essentially a rapid development of the programme of
the Imperial Aireraft Board could not be effected without
adequate and immedia.te supplies or airplane luinber; hence
in formulating a production policy it became a military ne-
cessity to obtain speed above ail other consideration in the
production of airpiane spruce. Also in s0 far as possible it
became the desire of the board to xnake national necessities
clash as little as possible with provincial commercial

to adopt the fol-


