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ESSAY- WRITING.
To the~ Editor of the jour;Ial.DEAR SIR :-In tbat vivid description of

D Oxford student life frotît the peu ot W. L. G.

lu a recent number of the JOURNAL, tbere is oue

point in particular whicb might be profitabiy applici

to our work lu Queen's. He says, "This task (a

weekly essay) is compuilsory on every Bailiol stiîdent

durîng tbe first two years of bis course, uo inatter

what bis subjeat of stîîdy. . . . The effeét of

this essay systemi is good, especiaiiy because it

forces students of science aud îuatbematics to

cultivate an acquaintance with English literature

and philosopby, which is too often lackiug in their

Canadian brethren."1 The nuajority of students are

su eager to specialize or to reach professional work,

that it is oxtreîuely difficuit to persuade thern that

they are seriously lacking lu this respect. It is not

putting it too strongly to say that the tuathomatical

and scientific,and even the philosophical and classical

students of our Canadian univ'ersities are disgrace-

fuIlly ignorant of modemn literary and scientific ques-

tions with which every scbolar should be familiar.

This is due largely to tbe headiong rush through

high scbuul, through uuiversity and througb profes-

sional school, tili the insig-nia of professional stand-

ing have been obtained and then, culture, farewell!

Now, sir, perhaps nu better antidote for tbis could

ho proposed than the essay systern. Not tbat

weokly essays sbould be dernanded, for this would

prubably be at the expense of class-work and essays

uf special courses, but at least une every mouth

Wuuld he uf great value and sbould niot overcrowd

any student who is atterrnptitlg a reasunable arnouint

Of work. It may be argued, bowever, that the

literary societies of the college shouIld do titis work.

The answer tu this is, that in these sucieties the few

and not the rnany do the work and reap the benefit,

andi that the rank andi file of the students car' be

tuuched unly hy every une of thein being requireti

tu write such essays. Tbey might nut be able tu

treat the questions profoundy or exhaustively, but

fo the loast henefit wouid be the clearing up of

their ideas andi exprossing theru in literary form.

The subjeais assigneti shoult heouf gonoral interest,

flot tuo difficuit ur tou techuicai, andi suitable books

Shoulti be reconimendet. jr' this way everystuiett

WOuld be cumpeiled tu extend bis vision beyonti the

Ilarrow limits of bis special course.

Our gracious sonate receives su much advice fromn

aspiring etiucationalists, that I lot louse this sug-

gestion with cunsiderabie timidity, but in aduptttng

Foie' sucb plan tbey wuuld be following the exarnple

Of One of~ the must successftil educational institutions

"f the olti land. GRAI).

TOM'S BHOYS.
Misteî' Editer :

DEREF Soo :-It's long silce 1 writ e aud now l'Il

tiil ye soiethi' about te bhys who are lavin' tue,

for who knows thini, sCZ I, better than iuîesilf, for 1

sesthirn ail the finie, and hears thitu to, and don't

have to kape tue cars open aithur. Sliure don't

thev corne to mie house at 3in ftic tuornju' and

sho ut, IlTout are y'e ti," tlic d-Is %vhat do they

think I'd be doin' UiP Su late. What a bape of

trouble I heves to watch thirn ail, and thini fellows

of the fuirst year are tlic wurst 1 ivir sot eves ou.

SoînetiUes I think they' have a dozen waggins in

the I)iu,'' aud 1 slide quickly clownt the banîiishter

and everythin' is in the utiddle of the flour, bats,

coatS, rtibbers, m-occasins, chairs, talble legs, and

thitu fellows as innocent loolking as landis. Be the

huwly smoke! I niver cotch any oue who break<s

anythin' for thimn bons of divinities break everythin',

an d 1 knows it.

Now l'Il tili ye sutietii' about thitu. There's

Mr. McEweii, the bboys eall iiui Alik, the Presideut

of the -Esculapiail Society. A noice fillow be is,

nate and trim and a good singor. He allus sings

about some swate Maree, but they woiît tii] Ile

wbo sbe is. I have nu trouble to, watch lijiii. H-e

attends ail bis classes, passes everythîn' and even

at tbe dinner they tells nue he passed it to the nixt

mari. He'l inrake a good docthur.

Tben there's Mr. Aines, lies our Secritary. I

don't knowv lunch about hini but whiat 1 thinks tu

inesiif. I don't couvarse iiuuch wVid hirn because

l'ni no good to symipathise and be allus looks lone-

some. Hels bere at ivery class, carnies his books,

and tbinks au awful lot. He's flie chap who got tin

dollars froin the },Escnilapiaii, and ilow itie jewels of

tbe 3rd year will bey d-i a cint for the suiumer

session. He wears sharp pointed whiskers and the

bboys til] nie the nurses don't like thiim. I guoss.

belll do weil.

Nixt ther's Mr. Hagar, tho tailest afld tbinnest

med. in the college. Sbure don't 1 see bis naine on

the saling of ivery roumn iu the college, and shîîro

isut tule disseétin' rouir 20 fate hoigb. They tilis me

he laves bis boardin' bouse 5 inutes late and is

here on time. He's a bustier too at exams. and

ailus near the top. Vis he'll bonor us5 if bu quits

gruwin' and l'il trot hiini out aginst the couincil.

Nixt there's Marselis. When he coin lu I niver

tbougbt to git that bboy, tu be suber and grave

lookin' like a ductbur. But some days in1 bis furst

year he slept late and his bhoyish look wore off,

and nuw, tbauiks to mresilf, he's as good as the bist

of thini. When he laves in the spring 1 wish him

guud loock and su dues ivery studont.

There's Harry McKeuwn, me curly-headed bhuy.

Wheni ho cuinl in' *al the gu-rruls would mate me


