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delay were it flot for the malign presence of Lord Randolpli Churchill,
with whose Tory Deînocracy and Beaconsfieldian legerdemain respectable
Liberals will have nothing to do. It is to be hoped that after the lesson
which, they have received, the Conservatives wiil henccforth repudiate
the fatal legacy of intrigue, remember that they are English gentlemen,
and decisively return to the path, too long forsaken, of principle and
honour. -Unhappily, their late leader, while bie profoundly debauched
their character, bequeathed to them not a single statesman of mark. Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach, their nominal leader in the House of Comînons, is
a third-rate man, and the practical leadership falls into the hands of Lord
Randolph Churchill, to wlîose folly and unscrupulousle.ss there are no
bounds. It ouglit not to be forgottent that the situation of peril itîto whicb
the country lias just beeti led, and f ront which it lias barely extricated
itself by a convulsive effort, was th(! immediate consequence of Lord
Randolph Churchill's intrigue with the Parnellites, the ropudiation of
Lord Spencer's governinent, and the~ abandoninent of the Crimes Act.

l'le future is still dark enoughi. Ireland lias been made more
ungoverial tItai ever lby the violence of Mr. Gladstone's, appoal to Irish
disaffectien, and by the ferocity with whicb lie lias traduced the conduct of
the British (lovernament, of which lie seoiiia totally to forget that lie lias
himsolf for the last haîf century ferîned a part. A man who can in a
public manifeste compare the Act of Union te te mnassacre of St. Bar-
tholomew is surely very near te line which divides extreme excitement
fromt insanity. The -Radical party lias been dlesperately coinmitted by
this contest to, Disunionist principles iii which, apart frein devotion te its
leader and party feeling, net a tenth part cf its nieniburs probably believe.
It was the certain prospect cf titis which madie tue se anxious tbat the
strugglo shîould, if possible, be averted. 1,et the cleuds, Iîewever, which
rest upon te meorrow bo as ltoavy as they ntay, te-day one great gain is
scereti fer the national cause. Tht career of Mr. Gladstone is at an end.

It is te, 1)0 )oped that wheti Pariatnit mneets, on the 5th cf Auguat,
the first stucp will ho, beforo te PaLriotic Alliance cf Liberals with Con-
servatives becomies loosenied or grows coltl, te place on record the verdict
of the nation anti te pass a resolution pledgîng the Ileuse of Commons t
give the verdict effect by tnaintaining aliko against foreign cenispiracy and
domestic treasen or weakîîesm, te integrity cf the nation, te supreîîtacy cf
Parliament, andi the Legisiative Unioni betweein (1reat Britaiui and Jrcland.

.Jultj 12, 1886. G,,'OLIWIN StUITH.

ON &)ME IMP>RESSIO NS.

SYDNiEY SMITII, iii roviewing two or thren ne w long-forgotten hooks on
America, expresses bis surprise that Ainericatîs, who have donc se mucb for
tbemselves and roceived se niucb front nature, should ho tjlng inito sucb
convulsions hy lisih Roviews andi Magazines. Mr. Smtith adds that
thig sensitivaness te, criticisin is really a sadl specimien cf Celumbian
juvenility. But the Anuerictin wvas soi ely tried. The Englishman of that
period teck pleasure in geeinig the Atierican and bis institutions ridiculed
and vilified, and travollers in recording thoir impressions wero careful te
coleur their stcry te suit the popular taste.

Mrs. Frances Trollepe, with ber sharp and caustic pon, was in the field
ton years earlier than Dickens. Thore evas ne lack cf materiai for satire
and caricature. There was ne lack cf things to criticise and cendemn.
But there was a lack cf tlîings te appreciate, se Mrs. Trellepe appears te
bave considered. Hier oyes were unable te pierce the gcum, which Boems
to bave a preference for the top of things. ln te social caidron the gcum
was thick, but net se tbick as it pleased Mrs. 'rrollope te imagine. The
storm whicb arese in te United Stittes oit tbe publication cf lier highly.
coloured book, IlThe Domestic Maiîners cf te Arnerîcans,"ý had but littie
abated ont the advent cf Dickenîs. lis American Notes and Martin
Chuzzlewit did nct tend Vo, mend iatters. Whien Dickens tirst saw and
doscribed Americans and their secial custemns, their secioty was illucb
cruder than at presont, and, as a recont writer reilarks, more subject te
dangerous tendenties, more sentimental, more self-sufficient. That was
forty years ago-the "b ard cider " time, tbe days cf Sam Slicks, and
wooden nutinegs, and " sharp cyphering." Fcrgetting how unwise it is te
draw an indictment against a wbole people, Chbarles Dickens joined witb
Mrs. 'rrollepe in representing the social stato anti merality cf the people
as low and dangerous, destitute of bigb princîples, and with no sonse cf
generoity-a people cf ludicreus manners and peculiarities.

But a nmrked change is te ho observed in the attitude cf critics after
the close cf the War cf Secession. Tbey-begin te view with interest and
even admiration the iong-ridiculed American. lie bas preved himseîf
as able as the Eurepean te slay bis fellow-hoings. In the Roview and
M4agazine, Uncle Sam, bis daugbters, and bis instiVtutions, are beOfcefQltb

treatod witb some respect-a respect whicb was soon te ripen into a patte-
gyric. The laVe Dean Stanley, in a sermon preacbed in Westminster
Abbey on the anniversary of the iDeclaration ef American Independenct3,
speaks cf the "lsons cf that groat Republie » no longer as cousins, but as
brothers,-"lbrothers in a songe in which. ne other two great nations on the
face cf the earth are brethers." To visit tbeir brothers soon becamne the
object of ail distinguished Englishmen, and a shout cf praise was lifted up
on high fromt the distinguished throats. Matthew Arnold tells the
American bie sees straight and thinks clear, and that his institutiens fit
him to perfection. Furtîtermlore, bie declares that the American Philistiun'
is a very superior Philistine. But the approciation ef Matthew Arnoid,
tbe pelished panegyric of Lord Coleridge, the elaborate praise of Henry
Irving, tbe intellectual fiattery of Archdeacon Farrar, fail te revive in the
hreast of the now modest and doubting American those old delicîcus
sensations of overwbelming superiority which were bis aforetirne. fe
reads witb arc awakenod and illuminated undorstanding-tho result in part
cf extensive travelling, abroad-Vbe severe and searching criticismu passed
upon i and bis institutions by writers witbin lus own foid. The genial
Dr. l-olmes toilas the intolloctual Boatonian that bie deesn't see tbings ini
riglît proportion; that bie hardly knows firat-rate quality front second-rate;
no, tuet even fifth-rate!1 The dissecting knife cf Henry James plays havOC
witlî Boston ani New York polite society. la 'IDemocracy " and ,"The
Bread-Winners " tbe shama and acres cf the political and social statO are
unflinchingly exposed.

But this self criticism on the part cf the Americans is one of the mnogt
hopeful signa of Vhe times. The Canadiana stand on their aide cf tbe paper
line wbich divides thom so effectually frem their astoniahingîy prospereus
neighbours-and think cf what might have been. If any distinguiShed
visitor to the United States deigna toeoxtend bis travels te Canada, hie il,
as a rule, very nen.-comînittal. H1e prophesies. Hie toilas us what we shaîl1
bo, net what we are. The Canadians are an appreciative people. TheY
appreciate the great man's tact. They wish there were soe great mnn
the- Colonial office.

Beneath the notice cf tho novelist and caricaturiat, wo have net even thesatisfaction cf feeling ourselves cf sufficient consequence te ho vilified or
ridiculed. Our eniy characteristic appoars to hoe leyalty te the m0ther-land-at least 5o wo are led te infer by occasional remarka in tratisatîantc
journals. It is seidom that Canadians form the subject cf an article inthese journals, and when Vboy de the wrîter gonoralîy confines bis remarks
te tho aineunt cf English-manufactured gooda Vhey purchaso. WearYing
at timea of bis ecenOmico-politicaî dissertation, ho tolls us, enpassanlt, 'whatho thinka of us othor than as buying-rachines. Cerne and lot us see what
lie says.

A writor in the Cofltempo2.ary Review for November, 1880, affirma thatCanada is interosting matorially to the British labourer and f ood-consuffer;
but Bhe bas not a Bhadow cf inteliectual significance for tho thinker
"lCanada lies," ho continues, " gamong the snows and iceocf the North,

soparted hikefromthe e aspirations of America, sharing lnel0the procieus traditions cf Englan(î, and unteucbed by the breath Ofdemocratic freedoru which 
oeestrog h Uie tae-hisoryissumedup as ccacentury cf stagnant provincialism relieved

onlyby thrd-ateinsurrectin."~ To complote tbis vivid picuOinsignificance, the writer adds that ovn the Amoricans regard theDominion with a cgkind cf half-contemptuu e ndifferene." Intel
doad, dovoid cf national if o and feeling, having ne aspirations, u texcite oven a second-rate insurrection, stagnant, buried in snow and ice(ý

Canda s olyfit te threw berseif suPplicatingly at the foot cf the boe"iAnuericans, and crave admission into tbe mighty Union. This, In brief, îthe opinion cf the writer in the CofltemporaiýV Review. lie o3cprophesy. fie Voells us what we are. Se do several others.colonies are I corl-herse'1 places," writes anetber Englishman Who S i
coursing about Canada, W0 are aise informod that the Canadian 15 a cro,,
botween an A.merican and ant Eglishran and posse the virtuo onoîther. Another, whe seemal te have a lively approciatien cf bissons of umer and bis easy way cf taking thinga, says that WO grilL ,incoasanltîy and anxieusîy after dollars that the mîajcrity of~ us tif. Trhiscern th" odeur cf a passing joko, or note a grotesque situatinwriter observes that Canadian cengregations kneel te pray and st rd0ging. Il is gratifying te knew it bas been published abroad that ed.

gofa nihee speaknoi t stbihe sei dh stand of 2sefrU igt~~a eenomVoothihduaei h luer. 
Matthew Arnold sekin the Nineteentî Century, cf Mr. Gl~Sreith as "living in rotiroînent in Canada." As Mr. Smith dccsnO iet u1reVirement, according te Or interprotatien cf that word, Mr. Aérnoldliean that te live in Canada is te ieio eieet Vi te ho regret

th~ ~rFrondew~ io ijdalted by the cold appearariceOcf ]Lk
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