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~ IR WILFRID LAURIER is a sick ni.
If Sir Wilfrid Laurier were not a sick
man, one would be forced to forni the

~N\ opinion that lie is deceiving the public,
which is absurd; therefore lie is sick. If
lie were îîot a sick man, we shotild logically
be obliged to admit that lie stoops to the
exercise of polities tl:at lie nîay serve hini-
self and hiis party, whichi is ridiculous; lie
is very sick. If hie were îlot very sick,
we should of necessity conclude that has
Redistribution Bill is introduced only for
the purpose of convincing the simple
Canadianl public that it takes a Liberal
statesmnan to deal out justice, and to hold

iii check that natural, but ineau, desire to pay back-
whichi is as insultiing to reason as a Globe editorial coîîld
possibly be.

Whew! Sir Wilfrid is sick-and we are disarmed.
What an opportunity we should have if the Premnier' s
lîealtlî were but in the robust state of other days! How
lie would have gerryniandered poor old Sir John's mince-
ineat MîI Canada would look like the devilled Turkey
that Austria and Russa are about to prepare! And, then,
lîow the Tories would have devilled hini! And hiow The
al n THe MOON nîight have miade chaiu-food of botli

Ah nie, it is a sorry world where sicknesa destroys one's
copy !

Tlîe Maii in THz MOON does niot wish to blanie Sir
WVilfrid; hie adnîits tlîat the Premier could not liave
avoided the illn ess; but it la uione the less provoking to
annoyance. It la a strange fact that, whenever justice is
done, the journalist must pay the costs. 0f what use is
a fog-horni if the ai wili persiat in its shiiniug? it is
onlly during drouglit that the suit will constantly alunie,
andl it is only duriîîg sickîîess that a statesman will
forego bis thuniderstornis of vengeance.

If Sir Wilfrid's health had remsincd good ail ffould
be well; the Redistribution Bill would contain sufficient
material to keep journalists goiug froni now till the next
general élection ; but, as it is, even the Mai fiinds it

most difficlit to scrape uip a daily columnn of redistributed
abuse. Evenl the laborer, tlîat niant of chiroilic discontent,
finda bis chief occupation gone. No grievence is left

liiii ; lie wvill find amîple einploynient for the next few

years iii carting towvnships back to thieir native places,
nailing tlieni down, atud filliîîg iii thîe clinka withi putty*

Much as it is to be regrettud, it la to lie feared tliat Sir

Wilfrid's early retiremnent will be îmeccssary ln the lu-

teresta of good polities andl jounalismn. Despite Mr.
Ross's splildi(l constitution atnd iîtiriiig efforts, it is

uinquestionably inifair that lie should lie called upon to

furniali the entire output of the spice of life. Even Mr.
Ross's niarvellotis capacity munst have a limit, anîd pro-
vision should at once lie mnade to find for Iiini a good
auxiliary.

H OW rapidly Nve are progresing! Xesterday we were
fiied for selling postage stamnps and newspapers
on Suinday; to-day that crime lias taken its place

by thîe aide of larceny-it can be comlitted by no0 mîoral
or honorable citizeni; to-nîorrow the sniell of tobacco
ainoke will have becomne as objectionable to thc noatrils
of the mnan ini the street as suilplnireted hydrogen niow is.
A tenîperance lawv is a good tlxiug, for imtemiperance is a
publ ic nuisanîce ; but this fact does iot in the sliglitest
dcgree justify the enacting or emforcing of laws thmat are
desigmîed to iiîterfere wvitli public convenience or eîîjoy-
nienit. If the object of the pronioters of this systeni of

pseudo-philosopli l to rlevelop by amiechammical ineans
tlîat condition wh1ich they caul inorality, why', lui the
naine of all tlîat is logical, dIo they iiot set about it
properiy and have a race of autoiata propagatedP If
thiey hiope to mold ordinary liîmanity to their will, their
hope la doonîed to disappointmnent. Good nature lu thme
genus hîomo wilI niake consîderable twistimg possible;
but tîmere is a lmiit to tlîis pliabilitv, wlîich the inecliaii-
cal, cut-and-dried schiool of so-called moraliats w'ill
discover to tlîeir confusion.

The House Of Coulinionis did xvell to start the presen)t
session by branding itself Nwithî the seal of Sainpson-a
certain celebrated jaw bone. That auti-cigarette reso-
lution was so iîmportanît, serions and satie 1Tariffs,
subsîdies, moîîopolies, labor-tinions, etc., are natters of
minior interest, wilichl îay be discussed later. The
cigarette question la a matter of life and death-to thiose
tliat depend ou the advertising of agitation for an incomne.
Cigarettes were declared to lie dangerous, combustible
and altogether highly undesirable. We nînait ilow expect
the House to resolve tlîat cucuimbers are indigestible,
tliat tomnatoes aggravate al)peildicitis, that mtîslîroois are
sometixues toadatools, tha. oniona are evil-odoured, tlîat
potatoca injure the kidileys, that fiali encourage lylig,
that collar-buttous stiimnulate swearing, that swinîiuiig
results lu dr-owning sud that green apples cause colic,
and so, oiily ripe apples should be grown.

After these resoîntions are adopted, the Honse niay
turmi its attention to finanicial, inidustrial and otlier
îîsatters of iiuior importance n 'ot till tlien. Let us hope
that Parlianiemît will atone for its error of nhentioning the
Redistributioni Bill so early ini the session.

From this date THE MOON whIi Ibe malled three days earller I han usual, lu order that our subscrl.ers
will recelve It in the saine week as that In whlch it Is dated.-Ed.


