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SIDELIGHTS ON THE CIVILIZATION OF

WEST AFRICA.

B. C. A. Mitchel.

The question is frequently asked, is the vast expenditure of
n onarY lives and foreign mission money warranted in the case

is Africa? In other words, is the African worth saving? If he
' a ilbruted fool, the next remove f rom the monkey, as he is
sually represented, one might grant the possibility of wasted ef-

fort; but when it is seen that he has a civilization of his own de-
veloped without the aid of either Christianity or Islam, a further

thev epnent seems probable and worth an effort on the part of
tih lowers of Jesus, even if it does entail the loss of many valuableilVes and a vast expenditure of money.

the f 11 the Hinterland of Sierra Leone and the Western Soudan
hrna of government is a strictly limited monarchy. A king may

43 lie is the father of his people and all the land is his, but this is
0olsel brag, for when it comes to securing land for missionary pur-
poses a general convention of the kingdom is held, and the as-
ternbIY has to agree to the proposition, price and the boundaries of
the land. The owner of the land gets a good large share of what
wItungs, and the remainder goes to the king, who usually shares it

nite sOine of his most important Santagis. The royal family is
f rom th' known to everyone, but have only an importance derived
son eir character, unless it be the king's next eldest brother. A
cessinever succeeds his father, but may sit on the throne, in suc-

later of an uncle or cousin, but only if elected.

evy e laws are quite well known and when a case is being tried
inthe free Iman has a very frequently exercised right to have a say
land d.atter. These laws refer to both civil and criminal cases,

isputes being very common.

sidi very village has its head man-Pa Kafir-who acts as pre-
ro ficer, prosecuting attorney or constable, as the case may be.
vile is decision, acquiiesced in by the majority of the men of his

Sant an appeal may be taken to the court of Pa Santagi. Pa
eg is a sort of secondary king, or rather a justice of theme Court, and is set apart to the office with a great deal of


