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SIDELIGHTS ON THE CIVILIZATION OF
WEST AFRICA.

By C. A. Miichel. '

miSsi(Ihe question is frequently asked, is the vast expenditure of
of Afriary) lives and foreign mission money warranted.m the case
$ an incxi In other words, is the African worth saving? If he
Usually ruted fool, the next remove from tl}e. §nonkey, as he is
fort bu:epresen_ted. one might grant the'p.qsslb_llnty of wasted ef-
veloped when it is seen that he has a civilization of his own de-
evelop Without the aid of either Christianity or Islam, a further
the foll ment seems probab!e.and worth_ an effort on the part of
lives s owers of Jesus, even if it does entail the loss of many valuable
a vast expenditure of money.

the foln the Hinterland of Sierra Leone and the Western Soudan
™ of government is a strictly limited monarchy. A king may

Sa .

Onjlryhﬁrl: th(ft father of his people and §ll the land is }}is,. but this is
Poses o 8, tor when it comes to securing land for missionary pur-
sembly, h8eneral convention of the kingdom is held, and the as-
as to agree to the proposition, price and the boundaries of
e owner of the land gets a good large share of what
801;1 and thg remainder goes to the king, who usually shares it
Quite Welle kOf his most important Santagis. The royal famlly is
from their EOWn to everyone, but have only an importance derived
N neyer Character, unless it be the king’s next eldest broth.er. A
Cessiop | tSUCCeeds his father, })ut may sit on the throne, in suc-

ater of an uncle or cousin, but only if elected.
.everny]::elaWS are quite well known and when a case is being tried
m the matman has a very frequently exercxsqd right to have a say
land & ter. These laws refer to both civil and criminal cases,

Is A
Putes being very common.

sidingE:ery village has its head man—Pa Kafir—who acts as pre-
F_rom his cc’i’-l” Prosecuting attorney or constable, as the case may be.
Village . ecision, acquiesced in by the majority of the men of his
Sﬂnta K i:l appeal may be taken to the court of Pa Santagi. Pa
Wpreme a sort of secondary king, or rather a justice of the
Court, and is set apart to the office with a great deal ot



