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STATESMEN AND POLITICIANS AD-
VOCATE HOME RULE,

A Sulistantlal Addition to the Home Rule
Fand—8peeches by ITon. Messrs,
Costigan, Curran, and Several
Other Praminent Sposkers.

A grand rally of the friends of Home
Rule took place, on last Wednesday
evening, in the Windsor Hall. Reports
of the proceedings have been already
made in onr daily papers, but we desire.
to give aur readers a full account of that
great meeting. Al the bour appointed
several ladies took their seatls in the gal-
leries and the body of ihe hall was well
filled with leading Irishmen of the city.
Ex-Mayor McShane, president of the St.
Patrick’a Society, took the chair, sur-
rounded by the speakers of the evening,
The occupants of the platform were
seated in the following order:—To the
right of the chairman, Solicitor-General
Curran, Ald. Clendinneng, Mr. Muar-
tineau, M.L.A.; Ald. Jeannotie, M.P.;
Mr. Rodolphe Lemienx, Mr.C. R, Devlin,
M.P.; Mr, A. F. Mcintyre, Q.C.; Ald.
Brunet and Ald. Bumbray; to the left,
Hon. John Costigan, Dr. Devlin, Aid.
Tansey, Mr. B, Tansey, Mr, M. Feron,
Mr. B. J. Coghlin, Hon. Edward Murphy,
Hon. Peter Mitchell. Mr. Nicholas Flood
Davin, M.P.; Ald. Robert, Ald. Prefon-
taine and Mr. James O'Brien,

The chairman, Mr. McSpane spoke as
follows :

Ladies and Gentle 1en.:—We have met
here this evening in large numbers, to
congratulate the Hon. Mr. WV, E. Glad-
stone upon the success that he has al-
ready achieved in baving the Home Rule
Bill almost passed through the House
of Commons. The second reading
has passed, and they are now discuss-
ing that question belore a committee of
the House. Every one of you know
well, as you read every day the tele-
graphic despatches from England, that
the majorities in favor of Home Rule are
growing larger and larger every day:
and, ladies and gentlemen, the citizens
of Montreal will all feel proud to know
that when it passes the House of Com-
mons, that the House of Lords will offer
no obstruction to this just measure of
alleviation for Ireland. Before such an
array of oratorical talent, I should be
trespassing upon your forbearance were
I to attempt to detain you longer. [
will, therefore, call upon the Hon. Mr.
Costigan, member of the House of Com-
mons, a gentlemen, who, as you all
know, has always stood forth as the
champion of the rights of the people of
this country. (Loud and continued
applause.)

Address ot the Hon., Mr. Costigan,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentle-
men :—I &ccepted with pleasure the
kind invitation sent to me by the St.
Patrick’s Society of this city to attend
this meeting to-night. I did not think
that I could contribute tothe success of
the entertainment by treating you to an
eloquent speech, but [ thought I wonld
be acting consistently with my past re-
cord in being present in Montreal, when
a meeting of this character was called in
support of Irish Home Rule. {Ap-
plause). Ikuow you will be delighted
when 1 tell yon that my speech will be
ghort. The resolution which has been
placed in my hands is the shortest
though perbaps not the least important.
The duty of moving this resolution will
be asimple one. The resolution will
commend itgelf to this audience, I am
sure, but before reading it, I dare say
you will permit me to makea few re-
marks. Ihaveseldom an opportunity
of meeting the citizens of Montreal, who
are for the most part, warm friends of
Home Rule. [ think we can congrato-
late curselves, all of us who believe, not
only in the principles of Home Rule for
Ireland, but in the principles of free
Government in _any civilized couniry,
(Loud applause,) at the progress already
made, Iam notvery old, but I can
look back when the question of Home
Rule was not popular in this country,
and the men whowere connected with
it were apt to have their motives . and
their  loyslty questioned. Things
happily have changed. To-day itis no
diseredit to uphold Home Rule because
every fair-minded man, in every civi-
lised country, favors it, The question of
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Home Rule as now before the Great
British  Parliament, is not an [Irish
qnestion; it is & question that appeals to
the sympathy of the world, Many
years aga the first great task was o
educate the people to the justice of the
demand for self-government, and to
break down the barriers raised by pre-
judice against Home Rule. One of the
greatest arpuments used against Home
Rule up to the present time, though
used with little eflect, waa the cry that
it would weusken the ties of the Empire
and sever Ireland from the union. That
argument has lost its force, for Home
Rule now means the tightening of those
ties and the making of a happy and
countented people. [n reading the re-
vorts of the great debate now going on
10 the British Parliantent, every lover
of freedom and fair-play must rejoiceat
the evidence of the great progress that
has been made in the Empire. [t is not
a question of Ireland, it is a question of
England and Seotland and lIreland, a
question of the British Parlirment, the
greatest parliament of the world to-day,
making its first measure, upon which
the Governnent of Great Britain is pre-
pared to stand or full, the passage of the
Home Rule bill, It i no Jonger dis-
creditable, it is constitutional, and is
being fought snccessfully on constitu-
tional lines ; and though deluyed, there
can be but one ending, euvccess. {Ap-
plause, loud and continued). This is en-
couraging to the people in the Old Land
and to the lovers of the Old Land, in
every part of the Globe; and when =»
restored parlinment once more sits in
College Green, there shall be such & re-
joicing as wns never heard before.
Generation after gencration has cried
out in vain tor this act of justice, they
have passed away, but Home Rule is
sure to come, as sure as anything that
we can predict or foresee. (Loud ap-
plause). I can only express my feelings
of the deepest gratitude to the great
leader of the English Government, who
had made that measure the first plank
in his platform and stakes his existence
upon it, to the citizens of the Empire
who elected at the last election through-
out Great Britain and Ireland men to
go and fight out a measure of Home
Rule for Ireland. Their majority has
been increased in every instance, there
hns been no falling off, there has been
no wav. ring, and the division that ap-
peared like a cloud over the Irish party
and the friends of the Irish cause for
a time, and encouraged the enemies of
Home Rule to believe that it would be a
fatal blow to that measure, but we have
seen no signs of that. They stand solid
in favor of Home Rule without dif-
ferences of details. The struggle will go
on and the fact of their having made
the wonderful progress they have al-
ready made i8 & good cause for hopeful-
ness. A country that has waited for
centuries and pined beneath unjust
laws, as they are admitted to be by
(treat Britain can even stand fora few
years more if necessary to fight for the
great end they have in view, and if they
ghould require any further encourage-
ment the Irish people know they have
the sympathy, not only of the des-
cendents of Lrishmen &ll over the world
and of every man who believes in fair-
play and justice. Of course in this
country the ground that 1 have always
taken 1a that { am a Canadian, | owe
the duties of citizenship to the country ]
live in but my sympathies are with the
old land from which my ancestors
sprang ; and were my sympathies for
the Irish cause ten thousand times as
strong and as warn as they are it would
be no reason to reflect upon my loyalty
to the Country that I live in. For a
man who would not be true to the land
of his forefathers would be a poor sub-
ject of the land of his adoption. I have

een identified in an humble way with the
question of home rule since it first took
ghape in this country, an}\ have always
tried to act consistently in its favor to
promote it. I can say that I have
never believed that there could be any
real objection either to my advocacy of
the measure, or to that of anyone else in
this country. Indeed no country in the
world bas a greater right to favor Home
Rule than Canada ; for do we notaee the
result that has been brought about this
country by the freedom it enjoys. It is
a happy thing for us to see the great
strides that hiave been made towards the
accomplishment of this great task, that
the Irish people bave imposed upon
themselves of working out. this problem.
They have not resorted to blows or vio-
lence. . Ever since Charles. Stewart Par-

nell, the great leader of the Irish party
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CATHOLIC
{applanse) asaumead the leadership of the
Itish cause itsell he Hsarmed the argn-
ments that had been ased against all
persons connected with every reform in
Ircland., He disarmed in particular the
one greatargument, for he being a pro-
minent Protestant, lending a majority of
the Catholic people who followed am
truly notwithstanding the difference in
religions views—I say that very fact
weakened the argnment that prejudice
might raise in that Country aml in this.
When he undertook the leadership he
laid down his plan of action on a strictly
ennatitutional basis ; so that it was under
his skillfnl Jeademnip that the move-
ment made the great progress that it did
make, When the question of tHome
Rule i8 mentioned from this day for-
ward, and when the great task shall be
accomplished, and the Irish people shall
have obtained what they hoped for so
long, the namie of Charles Steward Par-
uell will be greatfully remembered by
the lrish people. (Applanse). Andat the
same time that Grand Old Man who is
crowning 4 long life of public usefulness
—whose brilliancy and eloquence e
unsurpassed by England’s great nen, he
is, T say, crowning his public life by a
measure that will render hia name dear
to [rishmen for ages to come, As a
Canadian myself, | feel proud that a
Canadian has crossed the Atlantic, the
Hon. Edward Blake, (applause.} to ren-
der his aid to this cause, and he has con-
tributed greatly to its stuccess by his
presence in the British ouse of Com-
mons—and this in two ways:—he has
contributed by his great abilily, his pro-
found knowledge of [rish History and
his great talents as an orator, and also
by his perfect knowledge of Canadian
Constitutional Law, and ol the working
of the Canadian Parliament, thus en-
ubling him to answer all the objections
raised. Therefore, 1 sny he is entitled to
great credit for having accepted the in-
vitation. Before he accepted the invita-
tion I knew that it was coming. 1 was
consulted by some f{riends here as to
whether it should be sent to him or not
and advised them to have the invitation
extended hoping that he might accept
it. I am proud of him, not only asa
Home Ruler, but as retlecting credit on
Canada by the manner in which he has
performed bis duties. (Applause.}

He then moved the following resolu-
tion :

That this meeting rejoices at thie succers Lhus
rar of the Home Rale bilt in the British Hounse
of Commons, and especially at the support it

has received from an overwhelming majortty
of Irish representatives,

CHRONI LK

Ton. Mr. Curran’s Address.

SoricIToR-GENERAL  GURKAN  was
greeted with great cheering. In second-
Ing the resolution he said : He felt par-
ticular pleasure in being called upon to
gsecond the resolution just proposed. An
old friend of his, meeting him in the
street the day before, had quite excited-
ly told him that be was opposed to
Home Rule and that he was going to be
present to hear the speech the Solicitor
General was going to deliver and he
would criticise that speech in the press.
To be forewarned was to be forearmed,
but there was no need of warning in the
present case, he was not going to_insult
the intelligence of the people of Canada
by pleading the cause of Home Rule,
ninety per cent, of the Canadian people
was in favor of it. (Loud cheers), He
was nat there to plead the Home Rule
cause, and especially before an audience
in Montreal, where, under a Home Iule
Government such as we had, English
and French, Irish and Scoteh, and
people from every couniry under ihe
sun were living together in happy har-
mony, naking our cwn laws upon cur
own so0il and living a8 free men. The
day was not far distant when the people
of Treland might call themaselves equally
free with the citizens of the great Domi-
nion of Canada. (Applanse.) The cause
of Home Rule bhad been pleaded
throughout the world, and he was
proud to know that the lirst city on the
continent of America where a Home
Rule association had been formed in the
days of Isaac Butt was the city from
which £500 was sent to that noble
patriot to help bim in urging his cause
and in laying the foundations of the
great movement that was to folluw.
That city was Montreal, and the father
of the movement was his venerable and
very deur old friend, Senator Edward
Murphy. (Chesrs.) He then went on
to say that when O’Connell had achieved
emancipation of his people he set to
work to advocate the repeal of.
the union. . No doub{ O’Connell knew
that repeal pure and simple could not
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be granted, or, il granted, that the old
state of atfnirs which had existed prier
to the union could not be revived ; and
it was not deatrable that it siould under
similar eonditions, bat he asked for the
repeal, hoping that n measiire sonie-
thing like that now before the British
House of Commons would be granted.
He exhorted and labored until he sue-
cumbed under the weight of \hie duty he
had to perform, but his name would live
for ever in the hearts of the peonle as
their emancipator and s the master who
list taught the frish people that by eon-
stitutional agitation, by persistent agitn-
tion in sedsun and cut of season, they
Ck_)\\-ld achieve that trinmph wiich, God
aiding, was now almost in therench of the
people, The speaker then tonched npon
[saac Butt’s career.  He had commeneed
Iife as the vpponent of O'Connell.  He
was Lhe hope of the old Tory party, but
such was the cleariness of his intellect
and generous patriotism of his heart that
O'Cunnell, at the cliuse ot one of his great
contests with him, had prophetically ex-
claimed : *“The duy will come, My, Butt,
when you will have east off the livery of
your country’s enemies and youn will
manfully battle for Ireland's csuse.”
(Lowd cheers.) Mr. Dutt had tuitilled
that prophecy; he had laid the fonmla-
tian of the yreat Home Rule movenent,
He bad propounded his theory with o
logic and an eloquence that had never
been anrpassed in the House of Com-
mong, aud he had made the road clear
for his great suevessor—the idol of the
[rish heart—Charles Stewart  Parnell.
{Prolonged cheers.) Parnell by his in-
domitable will and great strategy, ol
outgeneraled the combined English par-
ties. He had fonght the battie of the
weak and ronted the enemy. Ife com-
menced with tive fullowers and increaseil
his forces to 86, but he still had to fight
with eighty-six againt more than five
huudref, and the eighty-six had carried
their banner to victory. (Cheers.} To-
day the great leader of oue of the Eng-
lish parties, Mr. Gladstone, {cheecrs), was
completing Purnell’s work. The cry of
the enemies of Home Rule was that b
meant separation ; that cry was as old ax
the hills, (Applause.) It had beenraised
when the movement for emancipation of
Catholice was first inaugurated—the
same cries, the same threats, the same
forebodings. That measure had been
abandoned in 1783 by Pitt, and when it
was again brought forward King George
the Third had stated to Mr. Windham,
his secretury of state,that he should con-
sider any one who vated for the measure
indisposed towards himsell. To Mr.
Dundas ire had said : * 1T shall reckon any
man my personal enemy who proposed
any such measire, the most Jucobinical
thing [ bave ever heard ot To the
Duke of Portland he said: * Were he to
agree to it he shonld betray his trust, for-
feit his crown and, perhaps, bring the
framers of it to the gibbet;” and the
trusty counsellor replied :  He was sure
the King would rather suller martyrdom
than submit toit.” (lLaughter.) Han-
sard of that period revealed the same
speeches that were now being delivered
against Home Rule, Yet emancipation
was carried after forty-five years of agita-
tion and the disruption of the United
Kingdom had not taken place.
(Laughter) Iu 1812 TLord Granville,

ears hefore the measure was carried,
had implored the House of lLords in
these words : * Let us not delay the con-
cession until it can be neither graced by
spontaneous kindness nor limited by de-
liberative wisdom.” Was this nat «
parallel here? (Applause.) The same
old cry of separation had been raised on
the Ivish church disestablishment, yet in
spite of that, after thirty years of agita-
tion, it had been carricd, and the
empire had not fallen to pleces. (Cheer,)
The land laws had been amended after
years and years of agitation and yenrs
of argument that any change in their
tenure meant a death blow to the auton-
omy of the United Kingdom. When in
1867 the morning sun of July 1st cast its
rays upon a new nationality, extending
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, Butt
began his Home Rule agitation. In this
year of grace, after 25 years of incessant
labor by Parnell and his friends, an al-
liance having been formed with a great
English party, they were within hailing
distance of the goal which would be
achieved despite the false cry of separa-
tion. They had a special interest as
Canadiane in this greal issue since one
of their foremost men had enrolied him-
self in the ranks of Ireland. He had
taken acrogs the seas the reputation of

Canada and had injucated the Canadian
name, A8 one of our foremost states-



