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India has

THE The plague in
eurorEaN  drawn attention again to the
PRESS ON  jealously townrds Great Brit-
THE PLAGUE.

ain of the rest of the Euro-
pean powers, and the position of isola-
tion which she still holds in Europe.

The outbreak in Bombay has been
seized upon as an excuse for attacking
Great Britain for her alleged inability
to successfully administer the affairs of
the vast territories constituting the Em-
pire. The bitterness of the attacks, and
the animus with which the press reports
bristle, lead one to believe that it is not
altogether a dread of the plague that
impels the present attitude of the foreign
press. The German papers are particu-
larly bitter on the subject. The Ham-
burger Nachrichten, Bismark’s organ,
regards the spread of the plague as an
evidence that Great Britain is not com-
petent to administer the affairs of her de-
pendencies properly. Itsays:

“If those shopkeepers continue to spread the
plague for the sake of the trade which might suf-
fer if proper measures were taken, and if they
cannot be prevailed npon to spend adequate funds
in combating the diseagse, then the European

powers, inclading Turkey, must compel England
to do her duty.”

The Nuational Zeitung, in an article
headed ** Made in England,” says:

“Tf, a8 the London Times shows, even the resi-
dence of the Viceroy of India is not whatit should
be, from a hygienic point of view, what must we
expect of the chief cities and towns! It is a ne-
torious fact that England, for fear of interfering
with trade and shipping, does nothing for health.
The French authorities only recently complained
of this., English officials are always willing to
‘bring the matter to the notice of their govern-
ment® and to ‘institute an inquiry,” and there it
c¢nds, Proud, critical Great Britain threatens the
world with an evil which will be known as ex-
clusively— Made in England.'”’

The St. James Gazette, London, replies
to the effect that Berlin has no just reason
to be so violent, as the Berlin authorities
have sufficient means at hand to insure

the safety of their city. We quote as
follows:

“ 1t is perfeetly idle to pretend that they, [the
Germans]are threatened with any danger, what-
ever, A city whieh regarded with contemptuous
indifference the cholera In virulentactivity on both
sides of her, cannot pretend to be frightened by
this present bogey. German agitation on this
subject is altogether—made in Germany.”’

The impression is conveyed by this,
that the German press, which is suppos-
ed to reflect public feeling, is inspired by
other motives, than a fear of contagion
in attacking England in this matter,

The views of the Russian press, always
ready for a slap at Great Britain, are
voiced in the utterances of the Glasnost,
which speaks as follows :

“ England acts like the dog in the manger, she

ill do nothing her=elf, and will not allow others
to relieve suffering

The Mirowy Oglosky, another Russian
journal, says:

“TItaly, France and Austria have taken pre-
cautions, Russia must do the saine, for history
proves that Russia, on account of her close viein-
ity to the plague spots of the earth, i3 in greater
danger than any other country. Russian phy-
sicians shonld be sent at once to the plague dis-
tricts to study the character of the disease and to
furnish truthful reports. English accounts are
not to be depended upon in this respect. Eng-
land’s trade iustinets prevent her from adopting
the measures necessary for the welfare of human-
ity at large. The nations of the world should unite
to isolate the plague districts.”

Canadians, as well as Englishmen,
understand what Russia means by
sending ‘“‘physicians” to the plague
spots. The sudden concern and alleged
disinterestedness which Russia shows
is fully understood in this country. We
know how Great Britain has had to
contend all along with the machinations
of the Russian Governments with regard
to India, and the unexpected generosity
on the part of that country is calculated
to provoke a smile from those who have
not been blind to past events, No, let



