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upon. Scientific ien were cwildered, and
all sorts of strange theories as to its cause
were advanced ; there was a general feirm-
ent aimî ong agriculturists, corn-mnerchants,
rulers and econonists, and numuerous sub-
stitutes for the potato were suggested
aimlonig wliclh was the parsnip, ii coise-
quence of vhichi tiere w-as a run on par-
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sip seed ;it wenlt. up to teni timeLs its pre-
viouis Value, and evenl thenl the supply wvas
nlot equail to the demnand. Anlother re

mlarkabIlle facet wathat the thireaiteed
annllihilattioni of a root whichi had( beenl olyN

popullar for at comlparatively short timte,
,hou11ld hakve cauised so muchel consterna~tion.

It is cuiriouis also 'o n0iote, with the lighlt
we nlow hiave, the s'rneideas thlat peo-
ple entertaine-d as to the caulse of this djis-

vase, anlid its r'apid spreadl, somie attribut-

inlg it to deeeaycauised by over cultiv-
ationwhich as evidently al false theory

in somev respects, biecause.; thie mlost vigror-
mis crops wvere suddIcenly at'tacked ; bad

ndcareless cultivatjion wa b)Ilmed, but

crops under good culture suffered as muhe]
as others ; then the introduction of foreign
mnanure, and lastly, a peculiar electrical
condition of the atnosphtre werc said to
be the cause. But at length, the microscope
revealed the fact that the disease was due
to the presence of a minute fungus or
mnushroomn growth, which for somne un-
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accountable reason hiad not appeared be-
fore, but which is a natural parasite of the
potato, just as sone fungi of a larger
growth prey upon, and graduallv destro
large trees.

One savant of thiat time came nearer the
truth than his compeers by stating that
bis opinion was, that the peculiar state
aid action of the atiosphere favoured the

propaga.tion and distribution of tie mvri-
acs of spores of iminte fungi which enter
iito the pores or stonata which are found
on the surface of the Icaves of al plants.
The real cause of the wholesale, devastat-
ing potato disease, which, notwithstand-
ing al Il the precautions of cultivators lias
not even ye't been overcone, is a fiugus.


