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NATURAL HISTORY.

From Tier’s Nawurol History.

THE TIGER.
CONCLUDED,
Turre is now living in the village of Kildwich, in
Craven, Yorkshre, a Mr. TCurner, who at an curly pe-
riod of his Lif: was in the East Indies, as u soldier in
ono of ths regiments siationed there.  When encamp-
od at Ganjam, on the Malabar coast, hir had a dread-
ful personal conflict with a huge tiger.  With the pae-
ticalars of the affiny My, Tarner himsell hag obliging-
Iy farnished us for this work. = is, produbly, the
only living instance ol an individual encountering a ti-
gor, under such circumstances, and remaining, as he
cotrainly did, by the retreat of the cnemy, muster of
the field.

On the day the regiment arrived at Ganjum, two
mon bzlonging to it, nuned Bateman and Murray, had
gone upon a contiguous mountain without fire arins,
and had been put into considerable consternation by «
farge black bear.  The next morning they invited
Mr. Turner to accompany them to the same place,
and took with them two muskets and bayonets, with
six rounds of ammunition, as a pradential defence
against the dungers they might probably encounter.
Having aseanded the summit of the mountain, Mr.
Tuener preceived a small loose rock upon the edge of
a lofty precipice, and tumbled it down, for the purpose
of disturbing from their lurking places the wild and
savage tenantry of the place.  The result was imme-
diately scen ; lor oue of the party shouted out ¢ a ti-
ger ! a tiger 1 and fircd upon iL; when they all im-
mediately recognized a large voyal tiger, that turned
his eycs npon his envinies, and paralyzed them with a
dreadlul roar, as he doubled the angic of: thy moantain
in procecdiog to his tair.  “This, unfortunately, lay
dircetly upon the path by which they iad ascended the
mountain 3 and, being the only safc road by which
they could descend the eminence, the tiger's position
out off their retreat,  Recorvering a litttle from  their
conslernation, Bateman and Murray proposed to at-
tempt their escape in another dircetion ; while Tur—
ner, more courazeous, was for facing the foe, and of
fered Lo fire upon the tizer if his companions would
load their picces.—Mr, Turner had barely secured a
favourable position for the attack, as his eye met that
of the tiger, who, with an amazing bound and dread-
ful roar, sprang up the cliffto meet him,  The as-
sailant fired, and the thger fell, tumbling down the
rock he had ascended with so much agility 3 but, re-
covering himsclf, thi: monster made u sccond spring,
with a roar of agonized tury, when he received Mb,
Turnzr’s sccond bal), which tumbled him again back-
wards. Thrice again the tiger returned 1o the charge
more infuriated from the cffects of cach successive
shot; when My, Turner’s companions called out, that
th: ammunition was expendad, and advissd  their es-
capz by the back of the mountain,  Against this he
remonstrated, from his own perilous position, and wre
ged them to stand by hita : but they were deal’ 1o all
remounstrance, and diszracelally left him 1o s fary
of the tiger, whos: near approach was annousced by
2 roar more terrific than any he had previously uvier-
ed. Mr. Tarser had but a moment t olacs himselr
in a posture of dxfenee, when the infuriated animal
sprang al him, and reo :ived the bayone! into his chest,
u to the muzzle of the mushel. In the atiempt
to disenzaze the bayonet from the tigar’s ehest, how-
every it udortunat:ly becam s s:parated fram the mus-
Let, which Mr, Turn:r instuntly elubbred, and. with
every encrgy that (earand cowrage conld supply, he
struck the tiger with sueh toree as slightly to (rac-
ture his skull whilst tae lirclock was brokun, by the
blow, into Lree picee:.

Up o that momant the hardy soldier had not receiv-
ed «a single serateh, though he had inflicted many so-
vere wounds upon his ady ry; but his present
position was e of peril, being, unarmad awd
camplutely dztfenceless beors an enragid tiger, whose
wounds appeared 1o make him the more "deendinlly
Eafuviate. The liger sprang au the head of bis vietim,
und inmediately byoughe him 1o the ground, and rei-
zing Mr. Turner by the right shaalder, he lified him
{rotm the ground with a furious shake, tearing his haly
acrasa the loins, from sids to side. Tw a very short
periol thicty-threr woanils were inflicted upon the
bady of M:. Parnze, wi.lst lis gannents, which were
8 sort of undress ol lisht culico, were torn to shreds
and drenchad inblond 5 fndaed, all that remained of
his dress upon th: manglad budy, were the waistband
of the pantatosins ancl tivs collar of his shivt,  Thongh
thus droadiully matitated, shaken, and torn by the sa-
vage beast, Mre. Tacnee had the peesence ol mind to
fix his geaspin 2 wound, which one of the musket
balls had mad: in the ueck of the tiger, and tore out
a quantity of' razsed flesh from the interior of the
wound,  Feam thy pain tuas infcted wpon the tizer,
hs uttared o teomendoas roar, which was distinetly
hcard inte tha camp, a mile distant, and then took his
departure.

For somz moments® Mr. Turner Jay upon the rock in-
scnsible 3 hut a vigee from two Europeans, excluim-
fng, ¢ Turner’s killed 1 roused him, and, jumping
upon hisfect, he cried ont, “ Iam worth twenty dead

men yel !’ Being taken into the camp, his {vioum!f
were carclully examined aind dressed, and happily pro-
sounced not morial.—The result justified the decision 5
(or, by carcful teeatment, Mr. Tuener so far yeeoy=
ered as Lo be able 1o revisit the scene ¢l the bal.ll(:- in
about a month from the period when it took place. The
dead bedy of the tiger was found, the moruing z‘lllcr.
the afliay, upon the bank of a small rl\'l}l‘(:l, \\hll'h(:‘{
he had gone to quench his thirst. Mr. Torner very
natorally cbserves, that the recollection of this peril-
ons conllici, 1hough more than 1hirly years have now
rolled over sinee ils oecurence, is still frequently
attended with mingled emotions of wonder and ferter.

The above painfully interesting navvative clicits o.e
fact, of considerable importance, in the natural his-
tory of the tigee—that he is not so cowardly a creas
Lure as wrilers of natural history love to represent
him 5 especially in comparison with the Yion.  ‘The
lion himscll could not have shown inore courage, und
he might not have displayed so snuch, asdid the tiger
on this oceasion, when there was every opportumty
to I?SC“')Q- . .

In most cases ‘the tiger is casily terrificd by any.
sudden upposition from human beings. A parly el
pleasure in the country, in Imdia, were ence saved
from a Liger, by « lady suddenly opening an ambrella,

as she saw him about to spring.—The animal shrank
back in fear, aud disappeared in the torest, thus leavs
ing the affvighted company in sefety.

Before the zatural history of the tiger was so well
known, it was supposed 10 be perfectly untameable.
That, as well s many othzr suppositions, more nli-
mate acquainiance withiis eharactee has proved Lo Le
incorreel.  Kind treatment can tame the mest fmdos
mitable creatures ;. as is scen by the operations of
divine Jove aud giace on that savage crenture—man.
Though the: tiger 15 not mentioned in the seriplues,
the leopard is frequently noticed there.—=We presume
from that circumsianee, as well as from the known
haunts. ol the tiger, that it was a airanger in the Holy
Land, and in countrics adjoining Palestice. .
There are many ather specics of this interasting
tribe : but as the habits of all are so mu.ch alibe, .Ilw
specimens we have given are a sutficicut introdaction
10 the whole family. . .
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