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11-ÎIl ilve ' persons prefer to
tink t1lat uery eity lias a person-
alitY, il bluending of eharaeteristics by
wh Iioh ili observant man, without,
oh e r a t s a e l p rd i a d o

1>» ris thiat it miglit lie represented ini
the uharatefir of a %%onîani-a Frenchi

wonîn-inwhonî lias been develop-
9cd, over a dini haekground of early
S,ÎliiliWity and country life, vivaeity,
syînpa.thy for hurnan weakness, ca-
prioiolvîilg,>s and good fellowship,

mrityad impulsive generosity, and
that she ils brilliant lit midniglit,
f)eevîsti ini the morning, and mrs 'a
eievous ly five o'dock. You have
prohably heard New York charac-»er-
ised, andi soîne of the humbler but
xvell-known eities siieli as Bruges,
\Tienna, Berlin, Munich, Naples, and
Rome. But noue of thein has.the
eharacter of London, London is flot
a city, buit the abiding place of a
spirit or niany spirits--spirits which,
when one lias kilt their influence,
liold a certain power over one 's
thoughts. the power almost to com-

pet One 's steps baek front anywliere.
That phrase "stony-hearted step-

inother"7 was weIl-inade. But bon-
don might better lie referred to as
a much-loved woman tban as a -st'p,
niother. Men do no- call bondon
beautiful; it would be mankish Yet
site lias a fascination for nmen whicli
is not the fascination of a step-
mother. It is a sort of binding spell
whieh draws them hack to the gloom,
the filtli, the mnisery, the mionotony,
the brilliance and the stuipidity of the
Inscrutable City. Every rusted tranmp
lianging in the dirty water off the
Limehouse docks lias brouglit at least
one nian back this trip tu lier stratîge
cliarnis. Every liner carnies, mix-
ed witIî the mere pleasure-hunters
and money spenders, some man re-
turning to London, not for relatives,
nor friends, non business, but for
London! 1 heard of a man who liad
escaped Scotland Yard and was on
the way to re-making bis life as a
bookkeeper in a Montreal dry goods
house, wlio threw away position, op-
portunity, and almost assured safety,
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