SRR T T R

i ':' THE ,cfr'mIS'er sr;NTng’L;“‘N;- T

e

LECTURI—IS 0\' THE CHLRCH-

K me IIL—TM Adsm.-.—-“?l'ksemmote noble lhan :hose
"ia 'P.xmlomu. m ‘that tbey tate“-ed dze va::l -mh all madxnm of. mmd
,"‘a.dm:cbedtthcnptmesdn'!y,rbabenhee.hmgsmw. _
“. " 'Mr. Wheatonhaving in his second lecture introduced the mtx-
- " njony of Ixnatius, i m‘?':vour of Episcopacr. he proceeded:in this to
i aenmme first, the writings of Polvnrp. This’ Father, well as

" lgoatins; was the disciple of St. Joka, 20d was coustituzed Bishop 7

ot Smyrna a_few years: ‘before the death of that. Apostle. - These
R fims are learnt; froza Ireneus, . Egcebins,
" -rome, the last’ ‘of wliom affiraSithat "o.vcarp was

..., head ‘or” prineipal | Bishop of ‘alf the <&

Tl cnstomary-with the early Fathers,. in' imitalid
.- the Apostles,'to address letters to - the varions Chnrchee
R mg ‘sack zdmomtxom and adn':e as an;«m'ed necesan' to

.. *. them'in the faith.  Of Polve ca.rp s Em\.Icc ‘but one ins come dow'n
" to-ms: " Thisis short, written wit 'ml.c!x elg::_mcc. aboundmrr mth
- "preoepts faken from Scripture.’ Tisdizéction 18
L TR Prmbv:mthn. are with him to

cstcemcd thc

-;;—atlﬂn!xpp It scarcely. alludes'to the subjec‘-of 3
—7ﬁ'xi/'t'ct’tcms, but the incidentat testimoay it bears 1o’ this-peint is:
am - 1st.- All antiquity concur ix ‘the fact; ¢ was Bi- |

f Qn;ma, and from the address ¢f his Epistlei it appars
atthat time anumber” of Presbyters:in the aty.” ‘One
epxitlec of lznatins was adircssed to him as B‘shop of -

" sho;; o
. “there we
B tht. SC Cn

ShristiAn: n_nyto, the Bxshop. and to submit to: h:m awith
esbrters) and “Deacons..: 2udly, The epistle; of Polycarp

‘m\-

: t':ppws from the Epistle, that the Bishop of ‘Smyrna, with -
‘the/Presbrters that are with bim,’ ‘nddress 3 letter-to

“Church’ at

o Phxhpm,m which the Presbyters’ and Dezacons of the “latter . clty. .
i A-very’ ‘important; testimony o

o parucu!aﬂv mernitioned: odlv
‘thetrath of : Eplscopacv is fonndm the appmb;mon bestowed. by
“Polyearp upon-the” Epistles..of Iapstios, w hich mcaL 0 decidedly
" upoa the subject of: Epscopacv.mmpeared in-‘a former lecturo;
‘_Pulvm-p having ¢ ooll ted 'the ngf!ea ‘of “Ignatis and’ enclosed

: hili

“"J:{'-‘zheApmlypse'x i

i e :dazlm:m——a:x pole: xmmsu:r,w,ho h:ni soxne oﬁice 5 the
2 Chnrchaaddr&ed L g
2nd.-This “ Angel’ * or mdmdml had Jnnsdxcnon over both

S v,»'clexv) andlaity. . One is commended- for. personal- ‘plety, _yet_re_J
- proved for laxity of discipline = another is blamed for suffening cer- -

. -tain ‘doctrines to ' Lie-tagght—they are censured for cermain’ ‘corrup- -
. tionsin their respective Churches, and are addresse] as having :

- of co-ordinate Preabyters, whose general concurrence was o
- 10 enable them 10 exercise dzsczphne.-—l:lence it
. hod authority to rule in their respective Churches.
34 How do we know that there was more: thap ¢ one. Presbyte
. an:i one Ccngregation it éach cty sequ
: ;)el;’ was not lhatd Pﬁs;:m;s; P 'et‘l!l beyond:a doubt that -
~ Polycirp was made Bisthio b Apostles;.and a5 §
- John, the last of the Aposrl&wrmey . Torbdd
‘ %:‘a.hhel’oly‘:arp must-have been the Bi
.- But-he begins his Epistle,  Poly, and the Presyters th
: with him 57 *. which shows beyonJ :;Kubt that thére w‘g: a n:xxmgz:
3 of Pre..byten, and conSeqnenuyof oongreganom at Sm) 1na; and

lrsendegt they

Tartollian, and. QL Je-

urchés in “Asiacclt was
n of the )mct:ce of

q -~
‘the Chnrch of (‘od A nhnch ls 5

at v—na, in" which -he sdmonishes tke Smyroean -}

umdcnlallv the Presbyters: and‘Deacons at! Phxhppn §0 -

‘Each Church had ‘its. own Angel, who must Bave been ‘an mdlvx—’.v..

an-

- “therity to reform them—addressed personally,and notas: anumbcr

»and sGbsequently that the “'An-

Rervelations just before his -
ishog of ghat city at that time. -

tbat Pol) carp was thercfore, whntat the pmant dzm
{led o dxo‘cl:o:nanshop. Lt f "

A sum argument was rawn rom emmgego
“at'Ephelus. -*Ouesinus was Bishop of thaf Church. utm 5
* John wrote the Revelations. . Aond it-aj ppmfrom St Paal; by
‘thirty years before, there were a number  of at pr.& S
Onegimus was then the “ Angel” addressed, aod from the BN

-the message it is evident. he posae&sed unsdlcnon over these pm_j -
eclami by our Lord tobe “gtay
ﬂne);. :

-~ byters; and:as ‘the angels “are d
in his’own right- hand ” it follows thatthelr oﬂioe was. ofd,
pomtxncut and not- ananu-Chmnan usurpation..
Mrl W l;caoon tllx{cn axl-lat;n:l.,d the *r::nsxdemuon of th
_ of the Fathers. e alluded -totire-avntings of Heressp
“wiich it appeared that the author, shord!)l'g:fter the dgp?:)ff te |
\yoatlcs travelled ‘over mast of the * Christian \\orld—-mmem o
with ccclLsmstlcs, to learn the institutions and doctrinss of the 4
postlcs.. He' mentions’ scveml BxshOps whom he nsned, i
“Corith, Rome, &c., and'in every succession and in" -eVery. Cin)',&:""'"
says the same doctrine, i."e. of- epxscopnl rule, wreoexved, ‘r...u
L wasitaigiit by the law, tlie propliets’and: our, Lord,.
Yassiner over the w;rmngs of Justin-Martyr;which ¢ Coahmed -
thinz i upon] “zrsnlgect of the ministry, "Mr.. Teaton . next oonsis. .
Tered the' wTitings.of Iren:eus" Bxsbop of L , it France; whe s
" made"Bishop_ about. tlie: year: 177—had" no o Polymrp by
-~ youth; and he gu'ns ample t&txmouy' existence of the. :k:\».'
: “‘rdm—oﬁﬁe“——m
Theodoret; Hxhry and otber who lived
centuncﬂ were referred to, and parts of their’ wntmos \\ereq
‘confirming in’ the fullest manner the foregomg news. Mr. m.e».
tou thén yave'n suminary of the authorities he bad presented, frox
“whichiit appenred thatall the ccclesiastical writersfrom the Aposta
down asfar.as the fourth century, thbougx: excepno , concired
in testifyiny in the most expliat enever thcvfp nded
“the subject of thie Gi'thr

ﬂ‘:postohconpv Th Ae
pomt, and'is opposed foily

~which. with: the - ;mempta of 'lsoiixe of the’dpponents of '
" to_dxscredxt the_ testimony ‘o the" earliest Fathers, be

tesumouy ‘of "Ignatms, (Je ; ‘
‘"to'the three orders, was ‘blotted out; and lost to su
- Having uo:history of the Church dnrmg'fth tiz
conaumuon at'stie’énd of the second centiiry; and’ tind |
“was at'the close of the’ Apo:toh ‘agre. ' We find Bishops,” taking ths
~oversight of a:number of'co ons;"' and jexercising the. dutis
W .nch belouv to the order—Pres byters, over individual Charcds o
- age p:u'nte and inferior grade in the ministry; and still lower."\!ﬁ" '
|:-deacons éxercising thie fus ictions- of their: order:—The o
- Episcopacy: admit this. - .We then bave the ‘acknowl Gt
that at the elose of the first century three orders of . the_lmmsﬁf
" existed, and that the same threeorders ensted at the close of ¥ .
.second cent ‘He then'en mred if it were posnble, M,md’“t
course of one undrcd years, the. ministry of the. :Church_ooeX -
have undergone two- ‘complete. and total that is, from s -
" Episcopal to the" Presb terian. or. congregmonal form, 1"1 thad
backfmm:hmmme{; ;. and'all this in ‘a space ‘ofess
~ hundred years, and mota syl le concerping these changes "l"
found in the writings of any.cotemporaneous or s n! -
"It was manifesly absurd 1o suppose this to have nkenph@ .
© yet the advocates of minigisterial parity mast- maintin mz .
changes, ‘to- sustain-itheir ecause, upon” e supposit that W
" Fathers, who ire directly opposed to them,/m not 0 be =
upon -Epucopal W atdxmu. R

an tmdltjust ax:“‘_
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