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Right HOX. W. E. GLADSTONK.

William Ewart Gladstone, the
fourth son of S&ir John Gladstone,
of Fasque, Kincardineshire, wax
born in Liverpool, (Eng.) Decom-
ber 20th, 1809, From a very ten.
der agy young Gladstone exhib:ted
a wonderful aptitude for learning,
and an almost superhuman indas.
try, which age, instead of abating,
seomingly increases.  His course
at Kton sud at Oxford was murked
by the highest distinction. A
atudent of Christ Church, he gra
duated  “double first,” it his
twenty-second year, a snp--:‘;.".i\'n.
master of the language aud litera
ture of Greece and Rome.  He has
published Latin sacred verses nat
appreciably inferior in urace to
ﬂ}mse of Bachanazn and Milton,
and, as a Homeric student, his
« Studies of Homer and the Hom.
eric Age” entitle him to a pliee
among scholarly erities. In 1232
he was returned for Newark in the
Conservative interest, and in 1384
Sir Robert Peel made him a Junior
Lond of the Treasury.  In 1335 he
faund himself Under-Secretary {0
the Colonirs. Shortly after Sir
Robert Peel's Administration b1,
and Mr. Gladstone, in the vool

shade of Oppasition, found leisure |

to write bis o’.’wiumed works,
“The State tn its Relations with
the Church,” and * Church Pris.

ciples Considered ju their Resuits” !

lu 1541 Sir Robert Peel enme back
to office, and Mr. Glwdstone was
made Vice-p'resident of the Board
of Trade.  In 1843 he became Pre.

sident of the Boand, and for the ;

first timie his wonderful geuius tor

finance had full seape. In 13354

he rexigned office mathier than be n
party 1o adding to the emlewmonts
of Mayuooth, whirh he had con.
demned in his work on ¢ Claurch
and State.” In the Buldget of
1845 he defended o proposal w0 jiug
slave.grown sugar sn a less favour.
able footing than free, and when the
Corn Law question became a
“ burning” one he resigned  his
seat for Newark because of the anti.
rapeal views of the Duke of New-
castle.  His powerful pen was,
however, at the service of the re-
rru!crs, and when the battle was
ought and won he was returned
in 1847 for the Uuiversity of Ox.
ford.  About this rime his strong
Tory
hitherto led hin to oppese  all
measyres  of  reform, {
moderate,

In 1851, Gladstonu. who had
voted for Disrseli's mwtion of in-
quiry into the agricultural dis.
tress, wng solicited by Lord Derhy
to juin the protectionist adminis.
tration ; but he not ounly refused
o do se, but in tho jollowing year
signalizad his opposition to his uld
Conservative friends by making a
seathing attack on I,)isnus{i's
nmidnnkimdget. The formaticon of
the coalition winistry under Lord
Aberdeen, in 1852, again brought
Gladstone into office.  He was
urpointed Chancellor of  the Ex.
chequer, a position for which he
was' poculiarty qualified by his
mtimale  acjuaintance -with. the

proclivities, which  had

wegan  tof

theory and practice of finance. In
introducing hie celebrated Budget,
in" 1853, he delivered a series of
addresses, which were highly
praised by Cobden, and pro-
nounced by Lord John Russell to
‘“ contain the ablest expositions of
the true priuciples of finance ever
delivared by any English states-
man.” When the Aperaeen Min-
istry was broken up by the retire.
wment of its chief, in 1833, Glad-
stone was retained as Chaneellor
of the Exchequer in the recon-
strncted Cabinet of Lotd Palmer.
ston. QOn learning, however, a few
weeks afterwards, that the Premier
had determined not to oppose Mr.
Rosbuck’s motion of inguiry inte
the conduct of the Crimean War,
which was construed as a censure
on his colleagues, the Duke of
Newcastle and Mr. Sidney Her-
bert, Gladstone sent ir his resigna-
tion, bat, though out of office, con-
tinued for some time from his seat
ameng the back benches to give
Litd Palmerston's Minisiry an
tudependent support.

On Lonl Derby's second acces-
sion to power, in 1859, though de.
clining a sest in the Cabinet,
Giadsione accepted a special
dipiomatic mission to the Jonian
Islands, with the title Lord High
Commissioner, to arrange the diffi.
culties between the dependencies
and the mother country,

On the return of Lord Palmer-
ston fo office, in 1859, Gladsione
restined the position of Chaneellor
of the Exchequer, and signalized
his administrution by the repeal of
the paper duty, aml the negotia.
tion, through Mr. Cobden, of the
commereial treaty with France, In
1861 the Liberal electors of his
native County of South Lancan.
shire solicited him 1o become their
candidate . but this gratifyiag
otfer was declined, from unwilling-
ness to sever his connection with
his acwdemic copstituents, It was
not, kowever, till 1858 that he was
rejected by his beloved university,
whose antiguated conservatism
could not brock his Hberal views,
He was, however, again offered
the nomination from South Laun-
cashire, which he accepted. wund
continued to represent that couanty
till the election of 1863, when he
wus amin defeated. This was al.

most as great a blow to his sensi.
tive temperament as his rejection
by Oxford, and he was the more
unforrunate ss it left the Gladstone
party in the House of Commions
without their leader.  Luckily,
however, the metropolitan cen.
stitueney of Greenwich at enee put
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him in nomination. This actien,
{ollowed as it was by the triomph
of his cause througheut the zoun.
try, was particularly gratifying as
coming after two almost simul
taneous defeats, the second being
his rejection as a caudidate for the
Lord Roctorship of the University
of Fadinburgh, which he had held
for six preceding years.

Ou the resignation of Mr. Mis:
racli’s Ministry in December, 1885,
Mr. Gladstone succeeded that states-
man as Kirst Lard of the Treasury,
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