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lady Olivia regarded hor friend, a faw
faded woman about her own ege, but
dressod 1n ultra-girlish fashion, with a
sort of avil snoer upun her th scarlet
lips, but a savage and apparently uncall-
ed-for anger in her great dark oycs.

*Such secrets will not hang you, even
if thoy are found out,’ sho said, so
brusquely that the offended lady ruse to
tako her doparture. T am sorry to an-
noy you, Hurriet; but I cannot live in
toetal durkness, oven in deferenco to
‘ruugo’ aud ‘blanc de porle.” ™

Naturally tho indignant Ilady did not
ropeat her warning or Ler visit. Natur-
aliy, alsy, the stury of ¢ Lady Olivia's odd
rudr ness, and very unpleasant whim"
spread about, and other Indivs, whose
complexiuns wero not anpeccable, or who
had a norvous dread of cceentricity, ceas-
od to call at the hittlo hvuss in Mayfair,
which had been 2o pleasant a rendezsous
in other days. Littie by little old friends
foll off and old acquaintances dropped
away. It secmeld as theugh o curso had
fallen on the handsvins Spanish-luvhing
woman with the dath passivnate faco and
haunting eyes—who, scennin every crowd,
was alwayy seen alone.

And, next to being in darkness, to be
alone was tho tliog that Lady Olivia
Blake must hated in the world.  She was
a proud woman, and had hitherto been a
markedly exclusive vno, clesing her doors
rigidly to these who were not of her own
social standmg, howover meritorious, or
fascinating, or popular thoy m’zght be.
But now, m her pitiful yearning for hu-
man companionshtp, sho secemed to loso
ail pndu and exclusiveneas, to throw her
dvors widely open to all whe would enter
within them,

But even this sudden relaxation did not
satisfy her ciaven desiro to escape from
herself, her eagerness for society at any
price. Pushuug prircenucs, who were at
first flattered by the wamnth of Iady
Olivia’s welcome, and rather disposed to
plume themsglves on the acquisition of so
distinguished s fiiend, were not slow to
discover that thera was but a small
amount of henor aud glury to bo got mix-
ing in tho metley mab that tho eccentric
lady gathered round her. And, when
they disenvered also that for this more
than doubtful privilego they wero requir
od to pay the price of alsoluto submission
to all tho caprices of & passionate ungov-
cerned nature nad a despolle witl, they too
found the gamv not werth tho candlo and
fell away.

So it came to pass that, just at tho time
of Cristine Singleton's return to England,
Lady Olivia had taken to haunting the-
atrcs, concerts, cxhibitions—whatsoever
places wero crowded and well Jit.  That
was all that mattered to hor apparently.
She never cared whether the entertain-
meno offered were gasd or bad. The
groat haggard cyes, with their unchang-
ing wock of mungled azorn and pain, uﬁ
dum rested on atagzcor picture, and never
with the least pretenco of interest.

Baron Benjuds, whon, in his two yoars'
abrence from Londen soucty, had fallea
alittle behind the gosip of tho times,
had hwtened at s:ght of her to renew an
mmtimacy that had hitherto been of tho
slightest character. A bow and a few
cavily-spnken wonls wero as much as ho
expected the preal lady o accerd him;
Lut to hus amazcmeat, ho received the
weleome of an «ld and much-pozed
friotad.

Lady Qlivia sermed athough ahecould
a0t hesr to part with him ; and, when at
Iast hio tore luniself away from the flatter
ing eazerness of lier questions as to his
hic alpead and the poobalility of his
agauin leaving England for s0 ling a

eriod, ha fuand hamaelf pledged to visit
it iexe day.  He was too shrewd a man
not G surmiso &eine Teasen for this sud-
den and slartling chango of manner—ton
much a man ns! tn bo subtilely flattered
by g, :n'gzciuus though it was,

“Can she want tv bormviw moener?” ho

lated amnsnlly, as ho sauntered
tack 1 Cristine ;. but he soon Qiswissed
Lidea as wopnduable,

o knew all aloat Lady Qlivia Blako,

as ho knew all about most people.  Hor
jointure was small, but sho lived woll
within her income, and would bo the last
person in the world to sacrifico her pride
for pecuninry help.

“WWell, sho is & mystory ; but what wo-
man i8 not i ho gdded, dismissing tho
subject with a_ woll-pleased shrug of his
expansivo shoulders.  **Sho has fallen cff
avwfully in herlooks. Noversaw a wo-
man so changed in all my life! Tho
Spanish bloof tells when you get into the
thirties, I suppose ; and of course sho
felt Do G.otton's death.  Still, in every
thing but beauty, she is greatly improved.
Tshall costainly cultivate her—frr the
gako of Cristino.”

And cultivate hoer ho did, though much

at first against Cristino's will. e was o
littlo startled certainly whon he leazued
that Lis fair betruthed was the step-sister
of that unhappy Lady do Gretton whose
tragic story he know but in imperfec
outline , but, when ho found that Lad;
Olivia made no objection on that score,
Lut rathet caught cayorly at the proffered
intimacy, he laughed Cristine’s scruples
resolutely away.
“It will be a capital thing for you,
Cris ; tho veory fact of her being Do Gret-
tun’s cousin maukes tho friendship more
desirablo.  Of coursoe tho wretchel girl
was really no relation of yours, and you
were in 10 way mixed up in hor affairs,
Why, Cris, what a ghost you look 1"

1 cannot bear to—to talk of that
time !* faltered Cristine.

“Then you shall not talk of it,” tho
Baron said, pinching the palo check till
the color camoe.  **Talk of your wedding-
dress, or Lady Olivia Blako !
So the two women drifted together
again, and Lady Olivin Blake—who, in
tho old days, had been barcly conscious
of Miss Singloton’s oxistence- -now took
tho oddest fancy toher, and scemed hard-
Iy happy when out of her sight.  Even
tho Baron, who at first watched tho grow-
ing friendship with much complacency,
grew at last a littlo jexlous of tho fro-
quency with which she claimed Cristine.
It is all very well in its way,” he
grumbled ; “but I never get you to my-
sclf for an hour now. Lady Olivia 1s
hero, ar vou arc at ILady Olivia's.
Bonestly, Cnstine, do you not geta little
tired of her ladyship, handsome and
agreeablo assho 184"
“Not tircd,” tho girl said with a little
shudder, “but—but, lsma:l, at times—1
am afraid.”
“Afraid !" Benjudaturned her reund,
laying a weighty hand en cither shoulder,
and lookirg amusedly into the strangely
troubled face. *“Why, you nervous goose,
what harm do you think she will do
ou {”

“] think at times—sho ismad,” Cristine
said slowly.
“By George, I should not wonder!”
Tho Baron rcleased his caplive, and nod
ded two «r threo times, as confirmatory
circumatances rushed int» his mind.
*‘That is tho key to tho riddle, s it 7
Ho stood thoughtfully considering the
matter for a fow minutcs, then turned
with startled fondness to Cristine.
Xy datling,” he said, thruwing one
srm mvund tho alender waist, and drawing
tho fair head down upon his shoulder,
“I havo been wreng to let you run so
 arisk ; you shall not stay in Green
Street agin.”
There waa Teal cmotion in the full
voico, real tenderness in the Qark heavye
lidded eyes. After all, it is not nocossary
tobo young, handsuine, or aristseratic to
feel geauiucly, and oven nobly ; and the
fat (Sdcrly Baron was as deeply atirred by
tho thought of peril to his betrothed as
the most of romantic lovers cvuld have
been.
That Cristine was touched™hy his un
feigned concern was ovident,  Sho had
won much admimtion, bat hatherto little
1nvo had fallen tn her 1at ; and sho foaund,
much to her own aurprise, that sho way
beginnin~ toa*tach an ndd valoo to it
Sho had airt 3ot reached the peint of re.
tarming it—tho ymall amoeunt «f honest
affection aho had to beatow aho had given

unasked to Arthur Beaupre, audthat love
flung back upon itself, had turned to gali
and poisoncd hor wholo natuve ; but she
had grown to foel that, if Bonjuda's trust
in hor were withdrawa, and hor betrothal
brokon, sho would lose meore, fur woro
than tho rank and woealth that had been
his solo attractions when sho first sought
to win him.
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Two Important Engagements

1t 18 not often that Toronto has an op-
portunity of listening to such a maguiti-
cont vocalist as Mmo. Trobelli; and wo
have no duubt Lut that the desire to hear
her w:ll bo 8o great that thure wall be no
troublv in filling tho subacription list.
For years past Blmo. Trebolli has been
vno of theo foremust Eurvpean artista,
Tlus i3 hor first visit to this continent,
and on her first appearanco in New York
sho scored a most emphatic success. Tho
Mud and Ecpress, speaking of her, said . -
** Mmo. Treboll fully confirmed horsplen-
did European roputation, and demonstrat-
od to her now public that sho is eminontly
worthy of tho praiso which has boen
lavishod on her abroad. Mmeo. Trebelli's
voico posscsses that freshness which fascin-
ated overy audience bofore which she ap-
peared. Hor admirable school, hor superb
art, and her powerful dramatic action on-
title hor to a placo awmong the greatest
arlists of the world.” We have nodeubt
tho verdict of tho Toronto people will
sustain the Now Yoik verdict. Weo have
oursclvea had the pleasuro of listoning to
her, and know whereof wo spoak when
wo say that no artist who haaover visited
Toronto crcated a greater furore than will
bo caused by tho appearance of this
famous queen of song. Tho planadapted
for the proposcd concert has been to grado
tho prices for zcats. Tho first two rows
of tho gallery arc being sold at two dollars
a seat, tho third and fourth rows as well
as tho best ground floor scats at ono
dollar and a half, and the balance of tho
ground floor at seventy-five cents and ono
dollar, any of which can bo reserved. By
this incans purchasors of tickets will bo
ablo fo suit their pockets, and thoy will
alsu be cnabled to save a good deal of
trouble by knowing oxactly where tho
soats purchased are located.

Another musical ovent of marked im.
portance will bothd ongagoment of a part
of Abbey’sfamons MotropolitanOpera Ga.,
including Mdme, Lablacho, ono of tho
most famous smngers now  on  tho
stege, Milllo. Louiso Lablache, Signor
Del Puente, and others, who will appoar
in two acts of Verdi'a famous opora “ 11
Trovatore,” tho music for Azucena in
which was written for Aldmo. Lablache.
The cast of characters will be as follows:
Lemnora, Mdlle. Louiso Lablancho; d=w-
eean, (herotiginal part) Aldme. Lablanche,
Manrics, Signnr Stagi ; Count Di Luna,
Signor DelPauento.  Full Orchestra of 30
picees, under tho directinn of Signor
Viancsi, and full mialo chnros for the
“Miserero” Scona. Mlle.  Loutso Lae
Hlache recently obtained what thoSt. Lonis
papera call an uncunditional triumpl n
*La Gicoonda,” in which sho appeared
with Nilisen, at a moment's notice, and
without rehoarsal.  Signar Del Puento is

well-known as tho leading baritono of the

day, and tho organization is ono that do _
acrves well of vur musical citizons.

** You ask moabout encorcs, anys Suns
Rooves, ** Now, let motell you, I am glad
to sing un oncore if 16 18 3 now work or o
new song.  Or supposa | foul that I have
not duno justico perhrps to inyself, por-
haps to tho piece, thavis justico as 1 1a-
terprot it, then Lhko to repeat my seng.
Or sometimes, if the audienco has been
moro than usually apprectstive and ro-
spunsivo, i1t 18 an atense pleasuro to mo
w gratify them by giving them another
sung. Bat to put 1t in a mattor-of-fact
way aud to adupt metaphor, Ikeep a
shup—you ask o fur twouty-fise yands
of silk and pay mo for fifteen. No, I am
paid to sing throw or four songs and I do-
chuo te mng six or ssvon. Thero s a
clasa ol Suuvurt-guers—n grasping, greedy
class—whu cumu tv hear o aud say
themsolies, * Wo havo paid wur munvy,
lot us got as much for it as wo can.' This
18 tho claas I have always held in con-
tempt.  Aud it s that 1 havo often felt
thuir presonco that has anpeiled e to
tako a firm ceurse.”™

Claxton's orchestra give two perfor-
mances on Saturday at popular pricos,
Tho programme contists of many choico
orchestra solections. Solos by Mias Auncs
Curlott, MMr, J. F. Thomsun, and Herr
Jacobsen.  Quartottes and ‘rios by
Brookers **Cunious Conuical Quakor,”

uartctto and **Tho Throo Jolly Sator

ys.” A speanl prizo of a handsomo
silver pitcher 1s offored to the ono sum.
mitting tho best cunundrum. All conun-
drums ontered in tho compotition must
bo recaived at Claxtons Music Store on
or beforo Saturday morning noxt and cach
ontry must bo accompanied with 25 cents
for a ticket. All conundrums reccived
will bo road from the stage at cach per-
formance. o submt the following, aud
oxpect to tako the prize without scnding
tho quarter. Why 1a Claxton's Urchostra
hiko TreTa ! Bocausoat 1s tho best of its
kind 1n tho Donmumon.

A blind actress is a novolty, and when
sho makes her apporanco upsn thostago,
1ot as a draw, but merely to fill & vacancy
caused by tho absenco of a sister artat,
sho is, if anything, even bettor worth sve-
ing. This has heon tho caso at the Im.
perial Thuatro, Londen lately, Thelady
who plays And 1in ** Proapero,” a bur-
lesquoversionofthe ** Tempest,” isperfect-
Iy blind, having lost her sight 1more than
ten yoars ago, and does fier ** businosa
and ““speaks her lines " without oxciting
tho lenst suspicion as to hor condition
amongst tho audienco.  Shoisthe daugh-
ter of ono of tho property men of the
theatro, is but fifteen yeams of age, and
acts entircly by sound. Mor debut was
mado on a sudden cmergency, when sho
mado so decided a succuss that zhe has
since been retained in tho part.

That favorito artist and distingaished
actross, Mdme. Mudjeskn will mako her
re-appoarance here Monday noxt for a
three night's cngagement, with matinco.
Folloming 18 tho programmo .—Monday,
* An You Liko 1t,” Tucsday, ** Mary
Stanct,” Wednosday matinee, ** Twelfth
Night,” Weduesday mght, **East Lynne.”

Tho chantabtly duposed have two ¢y
potianitiea befaro them of holping two
deserring argamizations, and at tho same
timo of cnjuyinga very ploarantovening's
ontertunment.  We hopo tn sco crowded
andiences at the two cntertainments on
Thursday and Fraday next, for **awect
charity's sake.”

Owing to the serious illnoss of M,
Nst. O. Goodwin (Eliza Weatheraby)
their cngagement hero {nr tho presont
week has been cancelled.

Genevievo Ward, wh is now playing
in India is reported as everywhero mneots

ing with groat sucvess,
l Tho Thilbarmnnic concert will roctive
jattention next wock.

Tho only way of conquering sinis to
fall wounded andlielploss at tho Rodeem-

ot's fools




