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TFollowing the Roformsation into Britain
-wo fluid that in its s ;read the poote of that t
veriod began to turn their attention to the
versifioation of the Paalne. In imitation
of the version began by Merot, and com.
pleted by ‘Belza, a courtier of the King, by
the name of Hemhold, published in 1549,
thirty-seven of the psalms in Buglish
metre, Another filty were about the same
time rendered into English verse by one
Hopking, a olergyman aund schoolmaster
in the county of Suffolk. Among the
others who aided in completing the uietri-
eal version of the psalmody, the chief was
one Whyitengham, sucoesser {o John
Knox in the congregation of Geneva, and
afterwards Dean of Durbam., This digui.
tary oarried the love of versification to such
an oxtent as to tuin into metre the ten
commandments, the oreed, and the Lord's
‘prayer, and had thom all suog in his oathe-
dral in Doarham. The ecutire book of

"Paalms in English metre was first pub.

lished by the above Hemhold and Hop-
kins in 15662, Among the most nofed
oomposers of the period was one Tallis,
whose fame soon boosme Europesan, for
ot only then, but even to this day his
worke are estesmed as modsls of excellence.
‘Bolonging to the Romish Church, he in
the earlier part of his life, wrote saored
hymns in Latin for the use of that church,
bul, afterwards bsooming a convert to the
Reformation dootrines, he composed to
English words some of the finest saored
musipin existenss, and especially in its
solemn devotional gravily, it has never
beén surpassed. e was a man of deep
and earncst plety, and he consoerated all
his musical ascomplishments to the service
of the churoh. In such ways metrioal
pealin singing was introduced into Eng-
1and in the eariy part of thereign of Queen
Elisaboth. This was first praotised in 8t,
Autholin's; Liondon, where, -afier prayer s
pealm was sung in the Geneva fashion, all
the congregation both young aud old sing-
ing together, and thus, says Bishop Jowell,
“the singing of psalms begun in one
ohureh in London, did quickly spread
itself not only throngh the city, but in the
neighbouring placas, and sometimes at
8t. Paul's Oross as many as 6000 people
were singing together.” It appears that
so popular and wide-spread had this
practioe become, that all the more dietin.
guished musicians of the day gave their
attention to the subject, and laboured so
assiduously and sucoessfully as to leave
to posterity but littls to do. Awmong the
more noted composers of the day was one
Ravensoroft, whose book of psalm tunes
has been, with all ecompilers, from that
day to thic a standard of reference. He
was at an early age ohorister of St. Paul's,
and afterwards Bachelor of Music in the
University of Cambridge. In 1621 his
aolleotion of psalm tunes, on which his fame
rests, was published, and entitled * The
‘Whole Book of Paalme, with Hymns Evan-
gelieal and Songs Spiritaal, composed into
four parts by sundry authors, to such
seversal tunes as have been and still aro
usually sung in England, Scotland, Wales,
Germany, Italy, Franoe, and the Nether-
1auds, aud nover as yet before in one vol.
ume published.” To this was appended
a directory by which it might be *kuown
what tune each proper psalm may be sung
unto.’ In preparing this collestion
Ravensoroft employed the most eminent
musicians of his time to assist him, amount-
ing to twenty-four in number, sand in con-
sequenice the book eontains the Lest tunes
of all formar colleotions, and justly regard-
wd as the fount of English psalmody. In
this the tunes are all extremely simple in
their construction, and although the har-
monies are always masterly and scholar-
like, yot they ars such as the least learned
singers may executs. Whilemary masters
were smployed on the book, yet they were
mostly all of ous achioo), and the grea! .im
of all seeras to have besn fo produce an
ensy flueney or a tuneful progression of
the parts; indesd, some f these paris are
so moelodious as to form tunes or airsof
themselves, and have not unfrequemtly
boon sraployed as such. All this shows
mot only the exquisite (aste and skill of
these old musicians, but the great care
and Jabour bestowsd upon the work, for
while many have followed if, yet in many

! rospesta it has mot yot been surpasesd.

In the wneis of :Ihi::l period thmhi:‘:
pooutiarity whish nguishes it
Shat of the present day, sad that is this,
thet the melody or plain song, ssivh

vuices and not, a8 in twoedern musie, to ilio
freble. This mode of arrangement was
dorived from the Romish Charch, where
tlis molody or plain seng is to this day sl
ways suug by the men. It was, no doubt,
intended that the congregation ehould sing
the tuno, as the tenor from its pitch and
compass wonld suit avny kind of volee,
and that the other parts should be eung by
tho.o who had sméable voter and the
requisito skill, 'Thua the tenor of tho tune
is always plain snd equal, and although
the bass is genorally of the easier kind,
the two upper parta aro ofien learnedly
ornnte. In an age whon psalms were sung
with great energy by large masses of tho
people, the men’s voices predominating by ’
their power would engross the esar and
clearly sustain the melody. Tho devous
musioian, thevefors, leaving the melody to
be snng with all simplicity and fulness,
employed a few saperior voices to encom-
pass it with rich and agreoable harmony.
A traoe of this old Roman custom is even
yot to be seen in many romote places of
Scotland, where, as customs -are long in
changing, the melody is still called the
tenor or oharch part. In this respoet,
howaver, all musio, sacred and secular, has
sinos that {mo undergone s change, and
the melody isinvariably acsigned to the
troble volces whick, 8o far a8 the muaio is
concsrued, is & manifest improvement,
‘bout the end of the seventeenth century
» ourious controversy seoms to have arisen
among sowme of the Dissenters in England
on the subject of smored Bong—whether
singing in public worship had been par-
tially discontinued to avoid informers, or
whether the miserable manner in which it
was performed gave persons a distaste to
it history saith not, but it appears that at
that time & Mr. Keach published a tract
entitled ¢ The breach repaired in God’s
worship, or psalme, bymns, eic., proved to
be & holy ordinance of Jesus Chriet.” It
may appesr sirange to us that sucha
point had ever been disputed, but it is said
that Mr. Keach had long to labour very
earnestly and prndently to obtain the con.
sent of the people to sing & hymn at the
conelusion of the Lord's Supper. After
six yours more they sgroed to sing on
thanksgiving days, but it required fourteen
yoars more ere he oould persuade them to
sing on every Lord's day, and then only
after the last prayer, so that those who
were opposed to the singing might with.
draw. Buat even this did not suffice, for
the opposing party left the congregation
and formed a new one, in whioh upwards
of twenty years elapsed ere the singing of
the praises of God could be endured.
(Lo be continued.)

MARITIME PROVINCES.

(From our OwN CORRRSPONDRNT.)

The domand on the part of leading con-
gregations down by the sea for ministers
from the west siill continues. 8t. An-.
drew’s Ohurob, St. John, has oalled Mr.
Mitchell of Montreal, and St. James’
Ohurch, Oharlottetown, has made & tem-
pora® engagement with Mr. McLennan of
Peaterboro, but a aettlement will very likely
be the result. PEoth of these are Old Kirk
ocongregations ; the former is the oldest {
charge in the Province 8o far as is known
The first settlsd minister was George
Burns, one of the four brothers of that
uame, whe in 1818 opened the first Scotch
Chureh in 8t. John, and ministered there
for gome filteon years. It isnot yel a year
simee Dr. Burns passed away, aithough it
is not far from sixty yenrs since he camoe to
St. John. St. Andrew’s is still an influ-
ential and desirable cuarge, though rela-
lively it doee not now occupy the place in
8i. John it omes did. The largest and
most ipfluential congregations of our con-
neotion in St. John now are St. Dawid’s
and St. new Stephen's, presided over by
Dr. Water and Mr. D. Maorae. St. An-
drew's Church is a wealthy corporation;
faiy half the salary offered to the new
minister comes from rente. St. James’
Ohurcl, Charlottstown, is for wealth and
sooial influence the first in the island. Rev.
Thomas Dunsan, the present Moderator
of 8ynod, has just Joft there to take charge
of a congregation in Halifax, In many
respecis the Island is a very attractive
sphere of labour. For one thing the rato
of living is cheaper there than in any other
of the Provinoes, a voryimportant element
to ministers. Besides it is very muoch io
the oredit of the Island people that no
Presbytery in our Synod oan show for the
1aa% oight years such & relative advanes of
mainisterial inoome.

We ate not fated to have done with the
question of Sabbath Observance and the

railways yot. The diseussion of the ques- |

tion and the remonstrances forwarded by
Prosvytetios effected something, Promises
were obtaincd from the aumthorities that

scmatimes called, was given fo the tenor

epecial fralt 8 ¢n the S1btath wounld not be

granted again, and that as fux as possilie
Sabbath work of any kind would be ro-
strictod within narrow lmits. Of course
this Jid not ploase the seoularists and
others, A correspondent who was 80 lack-
ing in mauliness a8 to firo & pop-guu from
behind a hedge,vented come personal splesn
againet a brother who was somewhat en-
ergatic in hii Preshytery and otherwise.
In tho same oompuny appoared the sperker
of tho House of Commons, who tried to
hold up to ridieule the fanatioismn of the
Sabbatarians. The batred manifosted by
sonto to the Biblo word Sabbath ia signifi-
eant. But right on the back of the check
whioh wo thought was put onm Sabbath
traflic comnes the establishment of Halifax
a8 & winter port, an event in whioh we all
rejoics, just as we rejoiced in the compls.
tion of our national railway, and with that
the running of a Sabbath train with the
mails for the steamer. In a commuuion.
tion which the Presbytery of Miramichi
received from Mr. Brydges the statement
was made that no {rains were started on
Saturdsy night. It is notorions thet from
May last up till the present trains were
dispatolied every Saturday night from 8b.
Jobn and Halifax respectively. In a time-
table issued not long since the publio were
i 1formed that the train leaving St. John on
Saturday night would stop at Truro over
Sunday, and the train from Quebec which
veaches Moncion at 5 a.m., would stop
there over the day of rest. In a week or
two ufter that table was issued the whole
thing is changed because of the winter
port ; both traing now thunder into Hali.
fax, the ono arriving at 9.15 a.m., and the
other at 1.80 p.m. That with the arrvival
of the steawer in the evening goes far to
rob Halifax of its Sabbath altogether.
Suoh.is the reveremse whish politicians,
railway mansgers and steambout proprie.
tors have for the day of xest.  Lxumas,

COLLEGES AND THEIR
CONSTITUENCIES.

Editor BaTise AiRI0AN PRXSBYTIRIAN,

Sir,~The communioation in your issue
of the 15th inst., to whioh my letterin your

last number adverts, is misshievous in its
tendenoy. By suggeiting an appropriation
from the western, for the benefit of the
eastern, constituency, it reflects upon the
authority of the Assembly. Iynoring the
grounds upon which the reoommendation
adopted by the Assembly, respeocting the
territoriul arrangement for the support of
Oolleges in Quebec and Ontario was based,
it questions the falrness and justice of the
arrangement on grounds that are new, un.
reliable aud misleading. Before the ar.
rangement has been teated by any praciical
results, for it oame into foree only in June
last, it is virtually declared to be worthy of
rejoction beoause of its partiadi*y. At the
very time that Oollege authorities in the
western oonstituenoy, impressed with the
magnitude of finaneial needs, are endeav-
ouring to induce earnest efforta to make
the ordiuary revenue for the yearat least
equal to the necessary outlay, 1t is repre-
sented in the interest of the emstern con-
stitnency, and, one is oonstrained to feel,
by direct inspiration therefrom, that much
less j8 required for that Isudable purpose—
a purpose which the Awsembiy has ordered
to be kept in view—than what has been
officially deolared to be * the very. lowest
estimate for current ezpenditure.”

Is it by such means as those that ac-
knowledged difficulties are tv be overcome,
that the peace and prosperity « f the Church
ars to be promoted ? Is it conoeivable that
auy tactios, deliberately designed for mis.
chievous purposes, can be more effectnal
in the produotion of widespread ditrust, or
wore fruitful of the worst evils of a demor-
alizing seotionalism ?

Farther, the article requirds ths appli-
oation of some powerful solvent to remove
from it all evidenoce of dishone. ¢y,

I, It is more than suggestiv of what ie
false. The ectimated amonnt *: at prescnt
required to be raised annuali:, by gollec.
tions, for Xnox,” is said to b $8 750,

(1.) For the allegation tu. .he snm
mentioned must be raisred annuaily thers
is no authority whatever. Th: estimate
shonld be the equivalent of thn nmuvant re.
quired for the year. This 1« ¢ « sense 1
whioh #11,900 1s, by the Kucx Board of
Management, smd to be reqwured. Next
year it may be more or le~-. Who can
certainly tell, although all mway think 1t
probable that not so muck wii bu needod ?
The smonnt of the oollections this year 18
one of weveral ciroumstances shat will
oause it to rise or fall, as tue oase may
b.'

(@) When the writer of the article
apeaks of * the estithated amonats ut pre-
sent reguired to be raised,” the umpression
wmont likely to be produced ou tuie reader's
mind is, that he is aboeu: to give the
amounts as they have been teamrated by
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reotive information to refor to, this impres.
rion would remain, But thers is an an.
nouncsracat of the trne eslimate by ihe
only authority eompetmt to make it,
namely, the Board of Management. The
B .nxrd saya $11,900, not 88,750, is tho osti.
mxted amount roquired.

8.} Was the writer of the article under
roview ignorsnt of the printed statemont
whiol: containe that announcoment? It
i8 not conceivable that he was, since it is
beyond quostion, that the estimate for
(Jucen’s, which he gives correotly, is to be
found only in the same printed statement,
The figtires—$2,450—which express the
ostimate for (Jueon's, are so peculiar as o
be beyond tho resoh of mers conjecturs,
and no informent oould have fairly sup-
vlied them to your contribator, without, at
tho same time, assoociating with thom the
estimate fer Knox. If wo must conolude
that the writer was not ignorant of the
printed statement, then it follows that he
either closed his oyes to wverything in it
except the esiimsate for Queen's, deter.
mined not to be enlightened on any otbér
point, or elie extraoted that estimate, and

took upon himself to reduce the estimate
for Kuox, which appears in immediate
covjunetion with it, from $11,900 to $8,750.
Either consequence is s proof of dis-
Lonesty. But now, let the reasonable aup-
position be adopted, that he saw and read
the printed atatemont, the supposition be-
comes aubstantial truth, wheu it appears,
from what the writer says, that hie subjeoted
soms eatimute for Knox to a procees of re.
dueticn, and that the manipulation of the
true estimate, namely, $11,800, by deduot.
iog from it interest on the begqnest from
the Hall estate, speoially mentioned by
him, gives very nearly his eslimats of
88,750, Intera:t at 8 per cent. on $40,000
subtracted from $11,900 gives $8,700. It
is much easier to account for the difference
of §50, than to rejeot the belief that the
procees indicated was resoried to.

But if the writer of the artiole saw and
rend the printed siatement, with what
notion of honesty can the reduotion of the
offioially declared estimate of 811,000 to
88,750 be reoonociled, when it is positively
asgerted in the statement that the former
nmount is required ** this year,” and that
itis * the very lowest estimate for cur.
rent expenditure,”

I1. The ariicle suppresess truth which is
of materisl consequence. It dovs not
mention the bequest from the Hall estate
to the Montreal College. It makes vo
allowance for interest from it. It deducta
nothing from the given estimute of $7,000
f-x the College, on xccount of interest.
Were the subjeot of much less importance
than itie,a writor witha desire tosubmittl e
whole {ruth essential to a fair and honest
statement, would have omitted none of
these partioulars, the omission of which
oannot be accounted for except by a resist.
ance of suggestions and promptings to be
as communioative with regard to the be.
quest to the Montreal College, as with re-
gard to the bequest to Kuox College.

These things being so, ths disolosure of
your ocontributor’s name, {or his communi.
oation, ambitious to rank as an editorial,
is anonymous,) would bo attended with
one of two results. It would either reveal
some one possessed of a marvellous oapa.
oity for explaunation, or it would introduce
us to a fit anbjeot for a process by libe],
for praotices plainly contrary to the Word
of God and the Confession of Faith,

I believe the effusion, whioh is the ocoa.
sion of this and » former letier, is the cul.
mination of a plan, to which sundry
¢ gushing” gn&graphl recently mado
publio through newspaper oolumns and by
telegraphic aids, have been wcrking np,
the objeot being, in the first instance, to
attract a{ncinl attention and favenr to the
Montreal College, and rext to amaaw sup.
port for the opinion that the said institu.
tion has been unfairly dealt with in the
existing arrangement for ihe peouniary
sustenance of the QOolleges, and that it is
entitled to a larger recoguition than it has
recsived. Hence particularly frequent
refsrences to the attendance of afudents,
and the parading of numbers and classifi-
cation, the purpose of which, antil the
article under review appeared, was obsoure
and doubtful, And eo, with refreshing
rimaplieity, the anthor of the arlicle adverts
to ¢ Inst woek's RRITIsH AMERICAN PRESRY.
7RRIAN" for the number, and to ‘“a late
ismue of the BRITIeR AMRRICAN Prasny.
TERIAN" for a classification of the “siudents
enrolled,” as if, prior to the appsarance of
such statistics in yonr pages, he had no
connection with the working out of the
scheme ; and now, strunck with the figurea
that have been oatching his eye weck
after week, he for the first time aseumes
the rols of a contributor to the gathering
volume of literatuire on the subject, puts
his hand to the business, and, in the
manner we have seen, settles the question
so very carefully and satisiactonly that
never after oan it have {wo sides,

And what are soms of the supplementary
notes by which his groat exposure of injus.
tice is carried trinmphantly beyond the
region of doubt aud disputation ?

This matter of numbers aud olassifica.
tion is one. These prove the sne.
oesss of the College, and success *‘un.
mistakably” proves the necessity for it,
Just think of it! 34 students from Ontario !
In that Provinoe thers are two Theologioal
Halls. One of them, namely, Knox Oél.
loge, is in *the very Leart of Oauadisn
Pcesbyterianie=,” and it is manned by Pro.
fossors deserving of * the highest respec'.”
Do not these faocls, with refersunce t0 Col.
Joge accommodation aud effisiency, eertify

oxolusively that there is 1o allernative open
¢

to tha young men of Ontario, but to flock

to Montreal, whioh, yonr correspondsat
asaures us, * has fow congregations Auding
it diffioult to maintain erdinanoges nud weot
current exponses af home ~—whalever a
home may mean,—and in whioh, Ly latest
nogunints, (208 your last No ) #the multip+
lioation of Presbyts-ian Chnrches  is guing
or 8y rapidly thai one eneryotie, populnr
miuiater, and hin 100 a leoburer last winter
intho Oollege, Yias founa in chat cirevm-
atanoo & reazcn for revaiiing to another
1oors sasterly Provinee. And einca it wild
never do to burden etill more A community
already eoolesastically overbard«ned, by
making it provide for the wauta of the
wostern constitneney, it is of course but
right that the sail constituency should in.
orenro its contributions in behalf cf the
oity of refuge m itw etraits. ‘Lhis arrange-
tent, if complled with, will at least afford:
ocoleninatics] statintioians a novel illusira-
tion of the laws which regulate demand
and supply, for as mumeters, thréugh
siresa of Qhuroh extension, retire in one
direction, studnuts nnd money will flow in
from anothei, and thus no merchaunt. pro-
vinos or prineely benefactor, no orthedox
Professor for exiled clergymen, once & re-
sident in Oanada’s chief City, shiall ever
bave oooasion to wasil in suoh touching
worde os those of Virgil :—

Fuimus Trocs, fuit Ilivm ot ingens

Gloria Teuororum.

I bave said that for the proper coneep-
tion of a subjoct or the practical applioa-
tion of a principle, mers numbers are usu-
ally & delusion and a snare.”” There
ares other olassifications than the one msde
publie, about whioh a deeire for information
might prompt some pertinent questious,
and with regard to numbers, if the writer
of tha atlicle undor review will send me
his name and address, I shall communioate
to bim soms faots (charaster not partionlar)
whieh 15 a cortain extent may serve 4o ao-
count for tham being so large.

Auother rnpplementary note gives promi-
aonce to the teaching of the professors im
the Montroal Qollege, which says your
correspondent, *‘is as orthodox and as
loyal to the standards of the Ohurch aa
either of the two who unitedly derive
their support from one and the same con-
stitnenoy.” Tne shouting of loyalty .and
soenting of heresy have turned many »
curious whesl, and oreated many a strange
copartnership. Really one ocannot get
past this puissant, significant appeal vy
your sontributor, withon$ experiencing an
inordinste exoitement of curlosity. The
writer oonpeots himselt with the teaching
lic describee. He eonstitutes himself an
suthority for ils aharmcter. A sort of
Siamese affinity is revealed. Eowever
intimately or rethotely ho may be rslated
to the staff of professors, orthodoxy and
loyalty are found to be, whera they have
oftun been before, unsshamed of tho asso-
oiation aud risking all danger of contami-
nation—in suspioious company; aud for
that reason they expose themselves to eus-
picton. Dootrinal urthodoxy vannot conut
for much, when it joins hands with prac'i-
oal heierodoxy. All the orthodoxy and
loyalty that can be found in sny collega,
not excepting the one at Moutrenl, can
never atons for #such falsifisations
as have been made, by ths writer who
testifias to the effisiency and sonndness of
the Montreal Professors. Yours, ete..

W. SxopGmaAss.

Quesn's College, 28rd Dec., 1876,

The Wonderful Revolution in Japan.

No civilization, it may be said, springs
into existence Jike Athena from {he head of
Zeus. In this solitary oase (Japan), how-
ever, we see the curious spectacle of ** iwo
hundred and seventy-eight princes, posses-
ing ragal power, vast wealth and soparate
armies, abdicating, from purely pairiotic
motives, the stations whioh their faniilies

had held for twenity centuries.” Their
Tyooon, Shogui or Vice Dmperor, con-
senis to besoms a mere Daimio or connry
ohief ; uext, to abdicate even that position.
He quietly spends his time in tkotshing
and shooting game, and now Sir Charles
Dilke tells us that his ex-imperial Majesty
may some of these days acoept a portfolio
from the Ministry of the revolution that
overthrew him,

That same Cabinet is fashioned on tha
European model, with Minirters of Justios,
War, Marine, Finance, Edunestion, Pablic
‘Worship, Foreign Affairs and \flzirs of tho
Interior, all of them the growth, cr rather
the oreation, of tho last eight vearse Arad
ovar them all stande the bew of the oldes$
dynasty in the world—a cleistered empercr
whoze house * dates from Nl nchadnezzar’”
—who before 1868 had neve seen the out-
side of his own palacv at K.oto; who, in
faot was deemed too sacred to touch vnlgar
earth ; bat who hag just baen wisisting at
the opening of & new railu«y; avd whe,
perhaps, will lay many & fic . «tar .« before
l1e dsparte to the realm of the Sun Goddesr.
from whom both he and his Lsuse Lave dvs-
oended.

These are sober realities of the Japavcsn
revolution, That they are zot superioinl
realitiea—that thelr vesuita ara likely tn o
permanently beneflsent-~that, nt all eveuts,
there is no reason why they should not e
so, will, we think, be admitted by wmost
peopls who atudy the subject with cars and
impartislity.—~London Examiner.

WhHAT assurance osu [ have tha* Josus
died for meif L am vus living $raly unto
Him ?—Dy. Cuyler.

Ounist and His oros« ave not epsralie
in this life; howbeit, Obrist and U ero s
par! at heaven's door, for there is »no house-
room lor erosses in heaven. One tear, one
sigh, ona sad heart, one fear, one loss, (ne
ngugm of trouble cavnot flad lodging
thrre.




