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mate succ. Anîd if God lias thrcatened to pour out his fury upon the
familes who call not upon His naine, as Nvell as upon the heathen who pro-
fess not Iis name, bas IIe not al-o promied to pour out of lis Spirit upon
the seed of Jacob, and His bles>ing uponl their offslp inîg, that they shall
apring up as anong the grass, as willows by the water-courses ? And as the
iesult of observing the Divine conmmand in the proper uptraining of child-
i*en, and claining upon beleving effort the fulfilinent of Divine promises,
oar liearts will be cheered and the Churcli perpetuated and religion revived,
by seeing our youtlh entering into covenant - ith Israel's God, one saying,
"j arn the Lord's, and another calling biniself by the niame of Jacob, and
another subscribin' with his hand unto the Lord and surnaming himself by
the name of Israel.'

The sum of the whole matter nay be expressed thus-the religious in-
struction of our youth, the godly example of parents, family govermnent
and discipline exercised in a firm but Christian spirit,-these, acconpanied
by believine prayer for our children's spiritual welfare, are the grand means
which our 1 ather in Heaven hath ordained, to the end that lie iniglit secure
to the Churcli " a godly seed." All other imeans are only subsidiary to these
-such as sermons to the young, Sabbath schools, and other moral influences
outside the family. Even the Sabbath school, however useful in some re-
spects, more especially in gathering in the outcast and the neglected fron
among the youth of our un-christianizcd population, should never be allowed
to usurp the place assigned to family instruction and training. The
tendency, on the part even of parents w ho are professors of religion, is to
transfer the responsibility of inistructing their chîildre-n in religious things
tu Sabbath sLhool teachers, too xmany of whomN are unqualified for tlie office,
both hy nature and ly grace, and do not realize any bpecial responsibility in
the umatter. Moreover the kind of instruction often coxmmunicated, more
especially in our rural districts, i unatisfacto:y and of a fitful intermittent
nature, oecurriig only at intervals, gencrally but once a m euk, and often
only for the suminr nolths! At be.st and under the imost favourable circun-
stances, it is only one hour out of Seven days iii the week that the Sabbathî
sclool teacher has to reacli ti mind and conscience of his pupil, with not
unfr, quently a feaifal odds to conteid against fromt adverse influences.
low inadequate such a provision to meet the wants of those nho are perish-
ing for lack of knowledge.

In conclusionî, it is suggested that mi.i.ters gie pecial prminice in
their palpit addres.-, to tic duties, incumbemit on parents, thiat pastors make
conscience of speaking personadly to the you li f our Church on the subject
Of religion, and fuirtlher that the aiuelnt lractice be i evived, which lias well
nigh flle int di. ue, of houldiin diets for tatechetical examinîation, say
once a ycar, in conliection m ith pastoial .sitationi, and as a part of it. The
nmost benefieial re>m1ts for the Ciureh and societv may Ie aIticipated from
sucli a course; s that, we re all the hurclhes throuhout tle land to act
upon the suggcstion, soon wmould " the w ildeiness and the solitary place be
glad for themi, and the desert rejoice ard blossomt as the re."

If ieed be, let there Le a imoxe frieunt exlhange of pulpits, that pastors
may find time and strenmgtli to devote tIleil enries mule thani hitherto to
pastoral visitation in coniection u itL the youmg cf families. Let the
Shorter Cateciimu f, r more adS anced ehiuldr<n a, anîd some simiiplcr book,sucli as Brown's Mothe's Catecliim, or Williison, for the very y oung, be
l ut , itiiiii the reah of evey iamily, whidi sll le tiaiied iii the know-
edge of Lible t ruth, and thus piepared f r tle anniual catecietical diet.


