
labour 1 nîanaged ho attain the liigliest part o.
thie berg, and stood prepared to wvave my signal
so soon as 1 judged tlîe slîip to be near cîiugli
for tliose on board to distiuguislî it. Froni mny
lofty attitude I could sec the tvo wonien stilli
standing on (lie little terrace-like plateau strain-
ing their eyes at tHe whlite speck now becomîng
nmore distinct.

Larger and larger it grew until at Iengtli 1
xvas enabled to distinguislî it as a large, full-
rigged ship botind east, aîîd by lier tait, tapering,
masts I judgcd lier to be an Amnerican. \Vould
sue pass near enougli to distinguishi us on the
berg ? That wvas the vital question %vhicli
filled myrniind vith paiiiful doubts andi anxieties.

Nearer anîd nearer came the whlite-winged
vesse] until mny eyes grew sore and achied xvitlî
tlîe constant strainin- to note wvlether any
alteration xvas miade in lier course. A fewv
spokies, oh liowv few, miust alter tlîe course and
leave us to perislî!

"lDo tlîey sec us, Captain M- ; do tlîey
sec us ?", were tîe frantic and constant enquiries
of tlîe two xvonîen as thcy saik on tlîeir kinees,
baried thîcir faces in tlîeir lîands, tlien rose ho
wvave tlîeir armis about iii au anxious, excited
îiianncr ; an(] ail tlîis long ere it wvas possible
for any one aboard tlic strange vessel to sce us.

1 coulcl only replv that 1 lîoped so.
Stili îîearer, intil 1 could distinguisli the

dark figures of tlîe crew about tlîe decks and
tlîe gear on thîe sail,,.

1 saut( dowii ou nîy iees aîid praved, oh, so
carncstly, thiat God wvould permit thiose
on board die approaching vessel ho distingtîîsl
us and take us off tlîe berg. 1 rose froinni îy
linees, almiost clreading to look at tlîe slîip
est-

Nearer and nearer, and I felt iiyself worked
up into sucli a stale ot miental anxiety as 1 have
neyer experienced before or since. I would
throw mvself fiat dowvn on the ice aîîd bury mny
hiead iii niy lîands. Then I would spring to îny
feet, and grasping tlîe boat's miast wvave it about
in a state of delirious frenzy.

Inoted tlîat thie tvo %vonieii \vere going
tliroughi nucli the sainie sort of pantoniiiiiic
gestures, and 1 doubted not tlîeir anxiety %vas
as keeîi as my own. Miss Browvn's feelings at
lengtli culnîîîîatecl in a severe attack of
lîysherics, during wvhicli, liowever, slîc laboured
just as liard to attract tlîe attention of tliose
on board thie slîip.

Nearer aind nearer, and stihl to aIl appear-
ance not one spolie of the slîip's w'leel hiac becn
gven to alter tlîe course, whvli to iny un-

bouinded deliglît I now saw wvould, wvhilst taking
lier well clear of the bergs, at the saine time per-
mit lier to pass close enougli ho distinguisl us.

ICaptain M !Captain MN -!"' slouted
the clear, soft v'oice of MNiss Ilunter in anxious
accents at a mnomvent Nvlien 1 lîad riseîî froîîî iy
knees iii praver, Il sue is altering lier course;
slîe is going ho leave us!

Leave us ! No! laugliingly eclioed lier
liysterical. conîpanion, Il don't talk 50 stupidly,
my dear."

The shiip lîad altered lier course, but it only
iîeeded a seaniaîî's cye to detect the reason for
lier so cloingc. Shie wvas abreast of the otlier
berg ; shie lîad doubtless seen tliose wlio wevce
oui it, andl slie xas now being hove-to and would
send a boat to take tli off.

IIt is aIl riglît, Miss l-unter,"' 1 exclaimied
jubilaîîtly ; Il thiey are going to takie the othuers
off that berg first, tlien tlîcy wvill tah<e us off.
See. tliere they go rouind ; now she is liove-to! "

1God be praisccd," wvas the earnest reply of
the fair girl as she sanli on lier liness in grati-
tude. With straining eager eyes and licarts
swelling witlî gratitude wve wvatched tlîe twvo
boats mianned by tlîeir gallant crewvs put off
from the ship, sawv thieni go alongsidc the berg
aiîd then rcturn again to the slîîp laden to tue
gunwales wiîh tlîe crew of the ill.fated Smiling,
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M1orn. Tiien we watchied tlîem fill on the yards
once more and sait on until rearly abreast ol
our berg wvhen once again the noble ship wvas
liove-to and the boats which hiad been towvingb
astern Jet go and wvere pulled lustily toxvards our
berg.

II guess you'1l have to junîp, ladies," said
the coxswain of the first boat in truc Yankee
accent, seeing that tliere xvas no means of our
gctting close clown to the wvater's edge owing to
the berg just at that part rising abruptly fromn
thew~ater. " Bt you needn't be scared,"added
our kind deliverer in encouraging tonies, Ilfor
wc'il pick you out likce potatoes out of a pot-
ah, that's clegant, surc.ly! " as Miss 1-lunter
witliout any hiesitation tlîrewv lierseif into the
water and Nvas soon pulled into the boat.
INowv, next one ; conie along, madam,"

slîouted the Yankee mate to Miss B3rowvn, who,
lier hysteries lhaving ceased, now stood trembling
on the cdge of the p)lateau.

Jump, indeed !How eau 1 ? Vhy-''
1 saw the delay likely to ensue if this good

lady w'ere listened to any longer, and so getting
bchind, 1 shoved lier well off into the water,
froni w~hiclî she wvas soon fishied out and taken
into the boat. Thiei 1 junipecl in iyseif, and
wvith our liearts briînming over %vith gratitude
to our 'good God. wve wvcre pulleci swiftly off to
thie ship. Scarcely lîad wve reaclied the great
blacki skie of the beautiful Amierican clipper,
wv!eîî a tremenclous crasling noise arrestcd the
attention of ail. and looking round wve saw that
the bergr we liad just left wvas falling rapidly to
piceces.

Il\all, I guess tlîat's just as near a squeak
for life as ever I've seen," exclaimed tlîe mate.
IAnothier twenty minutes on tlîat berg and

where would you have been nowv ? \Vay
enougli, mien ! Unsliip youir port oars ; look out
for the rope i tue bows!

\Ve were rcceived aboard the gooci sliip
Ski jumer o' the Scats, witI tlîat cordial
lîospitality so einiently characteristie of
Amierican seamnen, and the four wveeks wve spent
before reaching Melbourne under the slielter of
the brav'e Stars and Stripes xvere four of the
most inîcnorable and pleasant iii my life.

M'aiîy years hiave sped by siîice that miemor-
able Christmas Day whiclî wc spent on the
iceberg. but niy wife and 1 can neyer forgret it,
and neyer shall, for it nîarl<ed the happiesi
cpocli in our lives, for it wvas on that cold ice-
berg tliat two warmi hcarts xvere irresistilily
drawvn togethler, and it wvas thiere thiat the
thouglit of lite-if preserved -without i\larion
1-Itînter seenicd too nîliserable to conteniplate.

Hazel Brac, Decemiber, 1,896.

CHRISTMAS CAROL

God rest you, merry gentlemen.
Let nothing you dîs[îîaY,
For Jesuis Christ, our Saviour,
\'as born uipon tlîis day,
To save us ail fron Satani's power,
\'lîen wve wvere gone astray.
0 tidings of conifort and joy,
For Jesuis Clirist, our Saviouir,
\'as born on Christmnas Day.

In Betlehlem, in Jexvry,
TIhis blessed habe wvas born,
And laid wîtliîn the mianger
U pof tiiis blessed înorn;
'l'ie wvhicli lus motlier Mary
Notliing did tal<e in scorîî.
For God, our heavcnly Father,
A blessed angel came,
And unto certain sheplierds
l3roughit tidings of tHie same,
H-ow tlîat in Bethlehîem ivas born
The Sou of God by naine.

Fear jiot, tlien," said tlîe auîgel,
Let notliing you affriglît,
Tis day is boriu a Saviour
0f virtue, power and mighylt
So frcquentiy to vanquish ail
Tlîe friends of Satan quite."
Tfli shepherds at tliese tidings
I<cjoiced much in mni d,
And le[t tlîeir flocks a feeding
In tcmpest, storm and wind,
Aîîd went to Betlleem straightwvay
Tlîe blessed babe to find.

But wvhen to Bethîlehemi tlîey caîiii,,
\Vhereat tlîis infant lay,
They found lîim in a manger,
\Vlere oxen fced on lîay.
H-is motlier, Mary, kneeling,
Unto the Lord did pray.
Nowv to the Lord sing praises,
AIl yoîî within this place,
And witli truc love and brothierhood
Each otlicr îîow emibrace,
Thîis holy tide of Chîristmas
AIl otliers doth efface.

CHRISTMAS.

So nowv is coic our joyful'st feast,
Let every mai be iolhy;

Eachi rooni xvith ivy leaves is drest,
And every post witli lolly.

T1hiougli sonie chîurls ah our niîrtli revi uc,
Round your foreliead garlands twvine,
Drown sorrow in a cup of wvine

And Jet us aIl be merry.

Now aIl our neiglîlîoîrs' chimueys snîokce
And Christîîîas blockis are burning

'ilieir ovens thîey with baked îîîeats chiokeu
And aIl tlîeir spits are turning.

\VitJiout the door let sorrowv lic
And if for cold it lîap to die

'Il bury it iii a Christmîas pie
And everiore be nîerry.

mFie cienit îiow lus suit forbears,
Tlîe prisoner's lîeart is eased,

The debtor drinks aîvay lus cares
And for thie timie is pleased.

'rhotighi othiers' purses be muore fat
\\hy shîould wve pine or grieve at that ?
Hýang sorrow 1. care will kli.l a cat,

And thierefore let's be jolly.

Hlarli! hiow tlîe wags abroad do caîl
liacli othier fortuî t raîîîbliîg,

A noii you 'Il sec (tient ini the hall
For îiuts and apples scrauibhiîîg.

I-ark ! liow tlîe roofs wvith lauguiter souiid
Anon tuîey'îî tuiiiuîk tuie bouse gocs round
For tlîey tlîe celuar's (leptIls hiave found

And tuiere tuiey xvilu be merry.

The %veîiches %vith thîcir wvassail bowvls
About tue streets are siuîging;

The boys are conic to catchi tlîe owls;
Tfli svihd mare ini is bringing;

Sonie youthis wvill now~ a iummiîin- go,
Soîîîe otliers play au. Rowland-bo
And twventy otuier gaines boys mîo

Because thîey wvill be nîerry.,

'ruic, wlIîerefore, in tles merry days
Shîoîhd wve, I pray, be duller ?

No, let us sing somne rotindelays
To niake our mirtli tlîe fuller

Auîd wvhile wc îhîus inspired sing
Let ail thue strects ivith eclioes ring,
Woods and hilîs aîîd cverytliing

Bear wiu.ness we are xnierry!
-GEORGC W'ITH-ERS.


