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laid down, as ail these forms have their uisefiness in pro-
perly seleeted cases. Pure alcohol lias undoubted values as an externat
aIpplic-ation, and many persons regard it as a sort panacea for achies and
pains. But in giving orders for alcohol the doetor lays himsclf open to
the susiýpicion that lie is aidmng those who really wish il for drinking
puirposes..

Fraud and deceit on tlie part of patients is anioîherý of the troubles
the doutor lias to contend witli. Some one wlio lias bern ai patient for

yervornes to the doctor, saying, 9I arn nul sleeping wilor "I amn
troubled with indigestion." The doctor m=st depend upon hal patients
staternient. The patient makes the request for an order for a quart of

whse.There is no0 good will corne of the doctor arguting willi the
patient uipon the merits or demerits of whiskey in sueli a case. The
inanl wants it, and if lis doetor does flot comply %with the requiest, îlie
parly will go te some other doctor, and cease to be a patient of' the first
doetor, who has always attended him.

\'ery% properlY the law says that a doctor miusf ilot ueergot for
cr-irinal purposes, or morphine to supply a dope flend, buit the law does
flot and should not challenge a doctor's riglit to use these druigs
leýgitixnately, or lay down any directions as to liow oflen lie ihould uise
thern, nor for what elasses of cases. There is one thing bliat is perfectl[y
olvar thaï; the medical profession must resist tlie attempt on1 the, part of
any ouitside body laying down any rule as bo how oùten in a monîli a
d1(oo saln order any parlicular drug, and we nican, alcohol in any for-m
to be a drug. It is so treated in the Ontario Temperance Aet, and îa
to be sold only for medieinal purposes. The doctors must dlaim free.
dlom of action in the malter of this drug, as in the case of any other
d.rug.

This leails to another problern. Alcohol in Oti is1 njow trýate-d
b)y law, as a drug, and îs to be sold only for sick people, and yet the law
mnakes no provision whereby most of the people can secuire this drug.
Those who live lu Toronto, Hlamilton, London, Kingston, Ottawa,
Windsor, and one or two other points may have no great diffleulty. This
ix not 80 in the case of those wlio are 100 miles away froni a vendor.
T'ie vendors shiould be discontinued, and drug-gists eomipelled lu carry
,orne liquor;- or more vendors should be appointed. The present plan du(es
nlot suit eîther doctors or people. We are firmly of the opinion alcohiol
in ail its forms should go bo the druig store, and bc kept of best quality.
If it is to be regarded as a druig tIen il should be handled by druggista
oiily.

We have on a former ocuasion protested againat île requiremnent
that catis for the nature of tle disease being enltered in the order.


