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ART. XV.-Remarkablc Rccovery from Scverc injurics. (Conuuni-
cated.)

It is very encouraginîg anid gratifying, and no less Ilatteriig to the
chirurgical art, to vitness, on occasions of serious injury, the fortunate
issue, which sometimes rewards a judicious p>urseveraice iii attempts to
save injured limîbs, which a few years ago were deemcd beyonid the re-
sources of nature aiid art, and were sumumarily and unhesitatiigly con-
signed to the knîife, as the only menus of saving the jeopardized life of
the sufferer. Althougli such attempts of course must be limited to the
làvorable circumstances of civil life, and camiot bc applicable to the
camp, or besciged citadel, they ncvertheless ought not to be lost sight
of; and on many occasions a successful issue may reward our auxious
antd toilsome efforts. These reflections arosu tu our minds lately, from
liaving scen a person whoin we recollect as a patient in the Montreal
Gencral Hospital in'1817, and we decim the case of the uifortunîate man
worth recording. The history is briefly this:-

Thomas Strattoi, a laborer, wvhiile employed with another man in
siiking a well, close to the Mountaii, in the vicinity of this city, and
being then at the depti of severat fect below the zurface, tnf;ortunîately
caused an explosion of the blast, while in the act of charging it, whichu
caused a serious inijury to Luth mii. Ilis mure fortunîato companionl
escaped with a fracture ofhis leq, and as soun as the iimediate eflücts
of the shock wouhl permit him, lie contnd tu clamber up thu ladder,
out of the well, antd scmmbnlecd on his Lands aid kince. tu a nciglboring
house Ihr assistance to rescue thu unfuitunatc Stratton from the well,
fron whicl le was hauled, by meains of tle usual apparatuîs anld tackle
for hoisting the fragments of stone and carth. Theic mii werc then con
veyed to the Montreal General I.spital, and placed undcr the care of
Dr. Crawford. \When Strattoni was examined, besides vaious severe
contusions, it wýas found that there were fow fiactus-c on his iýgitt /cg
and thigh, o11 near tle ankle, including both tibia and fibula ; a second
of both bones, four or ive inches below the kne joint, the fractured
portion of the tibia near the kne vas very promincnt, and forcibly
pushing forward the integunts. A very oblique fracture of the femur
was discovcred near the knee, the lower end of the uppei portion of the
bone bcing prominent at the imer condyle, while tIe low'er antd corres-
ponding iortion was forced backwards into the popliteal hpaec a second
fracture of this bone was founîd, about fivî VI six inchcs highc up, aI
miglit almost bc terimed a cunuiuîutud fractue, from the lIosenss tf a
portion of tic boue. The limb was shoited .verai inch'. Iis right
knee aid elbow w mic nîuch b1ruisd, but this wa over-oked i: th'


