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REPORT 0F THIE COMMITTEE ON EDIJOATION.

The Committee on Education heg leave te submit the following
report on the several matters bubmnitted for their consideration: -

1. 'J'e Color Line in Selools.-This subject carne before the Coin-
nuittee in the formn of a numerously signed petition froin colored
Citizens of Hlalifax, praying for the repeal of those parts of the Act
relating te Public Instruction, which. conditionally provide for
Separate schools for differont colons, and from the operation of
Which. petitionens representeil that they were sufferng hardship.
After fuît discussion of the subject niatter cf the petition, Mr.
llockin, a member cf the Committeo, announced bis intention of

w' testing the sense of the Legislature by moving for the repeal of
hlose sections cf the law complained of. In view cf th is annouince-
ment, which was subsequently carried into effect, the Committee
deenied il unnecessary te take any formal action in the promises.

2. Tezt Boocs for 1rublic Sehool8.--The resolutions of Mn.
Fraser, M. P. P., bearing on this subject were read an(l carcfuily
considered. Mn. Fraser hiniself was in attendance and rendered
'valuable aid te the Cemmittee in the consideration o! this import-
anit subjeet. The Superintendent o! Eduication was given an
Opportunity of explainîng the principles which had guided hlmn in
bis necommendations on the subjeet of text books. 11e nepresented
that he had found a large number cf works prescnibed in eacli of
several cf the miost important branches. The preferences of
teachers fer one on other cf these different text books, kept tend-
Ing te entirely nncalled for changes, as teacher sncceeded teacher
in charge o! any given sehool. Ile kniew cf ne way of grappling
With this difficulty save by gradually reducing the list te a single
text, or at most, an elementany and an advanced text, in each sub-
jeet. No doubt the practical carrying out cf this pninciple. had
cause(1 some inconvenience and loss, but these were in bis opinion
fan more than counter-balanced by the perman~ent gain secured as
respecte convenience, econorny, and educational efficiency. As te,
the evil cf unnocessary and capricions changes in text bâoks, ho

expnessedl his f tiil concurrence witbi Mr. Fraser's reniarke in the
Legislature.

Most of the existing text books passed under the review of the
Comimittee, the inquries instituted relating to the circumstances
under which they were prescribed, their price, binding, and general
adaptation ta use in the Public Schools.

The Supeintendent was asked to explain why the pinciple of
reducing the prescribed books to a single text, or a single seriea, ini
eacli subject had not been extended to the school readers, two series
of which, the Royal and Mlaritime, were still in use. In reply, the
Superintendent stated that the subjeet of the readers lîad engaged
the attention of at least one of the Couneils under which he had
servcd, and'that it had been decided in view of the somewhat
sl)ecial circumistances under which the two series were neanly'
siultaneously prescrihed in 1876, to postpone deflnite action until
time hiad at least partially solved the problema of " the survival of
the fttest." On being asked the prnoportions in whicli thé two
series were nsed, hie replied that reports under bis hand frora the
Inspectons of Schools led himi to suppose that the Royal Series was
uised in about the proportion of 8, or possibly 9, to 1 of the Mari-
tie. In reply to a question from Mr. Fraser, it was explained
that the new edition of Calkin's advanced Geography was sold at
81.25, instead of $1.50, the priceofo the old edition. Several mem-
bers of the Committee expressed the opinion that the book is
bu) kier than the necessities o! our schools require and that it 18
bound in an inferior manner. The Superintendent called attention
to the fact that an Elementary Geography at 55 cents by the samo
anthor was prescribed for junior pupils, and that the langer book
should not be in the hands of pupils until they bave completed the
7th Grade of the Common Scbool Course of Study. No doubt this
general instruction was often disregarded, but the Department was
doing what it could to prevent loss to parents by the use of book$
beyond the capaity and needs of the children. Calkin's Geo-
graphy is a prescribed text in Ontario, New Brunswick and P. B.
IL, and the Superintendent did net think there wau any such differ-
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