
CIUSTIAN SOLITUDE.

to rue the day irs whichi they refuscdl to
wait for providence?1

3. Wc slouIdfulloivprovidence. We
should engage iu nothing hecaise we
choose to do se; but shouid give up al
our coneernis to our Saviour's manage-
ment, and in everything obey the inti-
ma~tions of lus pleasure. He may be
heckoning us throughl a cireuitous or
rtgged path, -whcre everything is reput-
Aive te our nature; but we are to ad-
vance because hoe bids. Or the course
wliieh hoe appoints may secm tu hiuman
sieNy the path which loads to poverty or
infansy; stili we must pursue it oniy
because hoe directs. Our continuai in-

quliry, must be, "lLord ! wvhat wouldest
tileu have me te dou?" And wlhen his
p)rovidlence grants a reply, wve are lin-
plicitly and unmurmuringly te (Io just
whlat hoe commsands. If wve refuse te,
yield te bis direction, and pursue our
own course, lie vili suifer us tQ wander
tiiroug1h regions of anxiety and disap-
pointment, and probably tlsrough seas of
trouble and temptation, tilt ive are taught
our foily, and then bring us into the posi-.
tion in whieh lie would have us be, after
aIt our wayward dîsobedienco. Re-
mnember Jonai. Whereas if we make
his providence our guide, and tread
eiosety in its stops, hoe wiil sustain us
and ciseer us and blcss us through al
thie way, however trying it may be, anud
show us iu tIse end how infinitely botter
it is to foilow bis perfect visdom than
our own short sighted folly; bis all-
gracious wiiI than our own seif-,rhastis-
ing wish, "lTrust in the Lord with att
tlsine heart, and lean flot ute thine
o-wn understandin,-." lI ail thy ways
acknowledgre him, and hoe shall direct
t1iy patlis." Who ever yot repentcd
liavirug foilowed providence ?

W. N.» C.

CHRISTIAN SOLITUDE.
"Enter tlwu into iley closet aznd Azut the door, andi

pray to thy Fath1ùr who Ieeth in serret, andi he tcii

While the prosont age is distinguishced
by thc public display of religions feeling
andI zeat, there is reasen te fear that tiîs
iý flot aceompanied by a correspondîng
regard to devout retiremerut. Thiere are
ussany things wbieh may induce men te
go with the multitude te holy scones,
wlieh caninot eperate as te secret wor-

shuip. The bustie of a urowd is exhili-
rating to, an active iiiind, cutriosity ie
rouwed by the eff>rts rmade to excite in-
terest, and vanity is gratifled by tiie
conqequeuuce attachied to o)ne*s preence
and oxertions. In solitude, a muan is
ieft te Iiruseif, lais attention is fixod on
his own heart and character, and foot-
ingzs of shame and terror are exeited
too mortifying and painîtul tu be relishied
by a camnal mmnd. It docq flot surp)rise
us, that retiremont should be avoided by
such perons, and that they gladiy min-
gle in public scenes, where the 'y cari
forget wvhat they have boen, and whuere
tise part they have te, act requires the
sacrifice of ne passions, andI londs te no
scrutiny inte, their secret faruits. But
pions retirensent is the privilege, as well
as the duty of tise good, and their hap-
piest heurs are spent in its shade. Te
this devout retirement we are caîletI in
jvarions parts of Seripture. Tins, the
Psalmist enjoins us to stand in awe, andI
not to sin, and te commune 'with our
own hearts. And this, as you notice
abeve, wvas tho charge o? our Lord.
I"Enter tisou, &e." Tissdevout retire-
mont hias been the came of good mon in
ail agcq. Belield IDavidI in tise wilder-
ness of Judah, Moses in the meunit with
GotI, the captives musing by the rivera
of Babyhon, and Peter going ont from
the hall and weepir.g bitterly; and see
how îiety works in the lonely sene, and.
pours eut the heart before God. IlO
my dove, that art in the clefts of thse
rocks, in thc secret places of the stairs,
lot me se0 thy counitenanco, lot me hear
thy voîce; for sweet is thy voice, and
thy countenanco is comoy'" Ti.-
morning andI evening are two, periods in
which we should retire for the exercises.
of secret pioty, andI if it is in our power,
a pause in the middle of the day, for a
fe-w minutes* serious refiection, ý%vil1 ho
refreshing te, the hicart. And whiie,
sree have commodious apnrtments in
which they can bo atone, a willing min&~
wiil find in the peerest hovel a corner
in whieh it can hoid ftdlo,.ship with Gocl.
Now many are the scenes te which nua-
titre invites us (espeeially at this seasort
of tihe year) by their stittness and seclu-
sien; and tisese whom infirrnity or di-
.,-ase prevents frons wal.king wlsitberthey
wouhd, inay seize tise pemiod wlicu thoir
dwehlings are in 'quiet, or, likie Heze..


