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PoUtîcal Position of the Nelv SecessiOn from the Churcli of'Seotlande

[From tho Wigtonshiro Freo Press.]

There rnay nt this moment appear to be three distinct and powerful
religious bodies arnongst us-the Church Establishment, the Voluntaries,
and the Free Church-but in. reality the twvo last are one. TL.e position
whiclx the new seceders have taken up is not a new one ; it is simply that
of the other seceders who had gone before thern anid preoccupied the
ground ; setting them the example of spurning the shackles of the state.
and relying for their mens of usefulness and influence only on that sup-
port %vhiclh the zeal and sympathy of their floclis mighit aiTord. Theso
were the men who raised the standard of dissent in diffflcult and danger-
ous tîmes-who endured obloquy aiid suffered persecution-whlo. unsup-
ported by iwealth, and unbaclied, by numbers, frowned on by the great,
shunned by the prejudiced, and suspected or ridiculed by the multitude.
stil kept on steadily their rugged path, cstablishied th-eir missions, institu-
ted their sehools, multiplied their humble congregations, and persevered
in disseminating their principles through lte land, tilt at length, from small
beginnings à,sitig tu more ambitious ends, the Disseniers of Scotiand have
come forwvard in their strengih. and boldly flung their principles in the
face of the Establishment itself:, and achieving grat services tu the
coui.try (not only by the spur w'hich they have given to the efforts of that
Establishment, but by their strenuous exartions fur the education of the
people, and the zeal and intrapidity w'ithi which they have devuted themi-
selves to the vindication of their civil and religious n ghits), the Dissanters,
from baing a srnall and proscribad body, are njowi poiverful in numnbars,
powerful in character, poiverful in their union among themnselvcs, poiver-
fui aboya ait in that carnes-tnuss of feeling, and integrity and stubborness
of principle, ichel always ruake man formidable in a cause which they
believe to be identical wvith truth. They are not mecn tu be Jighltay shoved
asida for others to occupy the position which they have made strong ; it
is :theirs-they wvil maintain it-they cannot be expelled from it. But
thougli thay will not give place, thcy ivill give roomi to others, and welcome
ail who, adopting their principles, are ready tu avow them.

Nov, -%hat iviii tha Free Church do-wve would rathier ask, what can
sha do ? Can she take up a middle course, and hait haif w'ay betweeni
the Establishment ivich lias been quitted and the Diss;enters that have
been approached 1 We think it is impossible, ûnd ive ara sure that they
who calculate on such a course over-estimate the strength and the durabil-
ity of the nevr church. They ara led away by prasent aippearances, and
forget that the aspect will not nlways be as favorable and imposing as it is
now. The secession is a novelty-one that has struck the seines, and
been the ivonder of tuae Jay, and its authors, of course, the lions of the
day. But lions suofl go out of fashion, and nine days is the proverbial
duration of a wonder. The multitude may be capriciouq, but there is
some sense in its caprice ; it must have somcthing more to rast upon
than a movement or an event; it nmust have soma(hing tangibla-soma-
thing practical,-something useful in the resuit. The Nonintrusionists
wlay hitherto have been influenccd by their leaders, but they mnst here-
afier adopt sorne principle as their guide and uhoir cernent; anid that pria-


