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THE SERVICE 0F SONG IN THE SANCTUAR-Y.

SACRED music, i.c. music employeci for sacred or religious pur-
poses, is the highest formi of music, as sacred poetry is the highest
formi of poetry. In the oiîe, the musical art obtains its loftiest
expression; in the other, the poetic art most nearly reaclits its ideai
And wvhen these are combined, as ini sacred song, we have some-
thing whichi appeals ta us with unusual poiver, and which easily wiris
a high place in aur regard. Martin Luther uttered a tiuth to which.
ail hearts assent wlien lie said, IlMusic is anc of God's iairest gifts
ta man. . . . It is no invention of ours. It is a giit frem God.
I place music next ta theoiogy. I can sec wvhy David and ail the
saints put their divinest thoughits into sang."

ThcŽre are evidences that scing wvas used in Divine worship from
the earliest times. Fromn incidentaà Scripture references, it scems
ta have forined a part ai the stated worship of God even in pre-
pat',-riarchial days, and, conîingr dowvn the streani af sacrcd history,
this part of worship gradually emerges iuta greater prorninence
tilt, in the tirne of David and Solonion, it was anc of the niast
notable features in~ the services of the sanctuary. And this sweet
stream af sacred song flowed down through the Church ta New
Testament times when, instcad ai bcing checkcd, it was given a,
fresh impulse. The MKessiah was ushiered inta thc world with sang,
as angels sang bis natal hiynn ta the astonishced shepherds on
Betlchclm's plains by night-a sang that wvas yet to 'yak-en a
sleepingwovald. It is alsoa significa-ýnt iact tha-ýt Ch8 'Ist, aftcr lîa7ving
instituted the Supper, brought that solemu scasan ta a close by
.inging a nia or hymn, the last public act ai wvorship in which
He engaged with His disciples befare He sufféed thus bciin. a sang
of praise. In the services af the Apostolic Church praise cantinued
ta have a well-definedi and proinincnt place, as is clearly shown in
the episties oi Paul; and, ta ]eave the continuity unbrokcn, Johin,
in the Revelation, behield the Chiurchi abave warshipping Gad in a
service af sang.

And this conspicuous place given by God ta sacred sang was,
doubtless, in order that it inighit serve a definite and impartant
end. It is a low and erroncaus nation ai sacrcd sang, and ane
ivhich Nvould raullify it altogethier, as alpart af 'varship, ta regard it
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