§ ol every living ‘being.

the present moment.
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: [ lwphols and stonest them whuch are |

ent uoto thee, buy ofien Would { have

- heied by chuldren tugediery even as a
B.cii gotheieth hor ensckens ender hex

vings, and ye would fot”  Are any
razes of it to be diecovered in his wcis
nd words nt the gravo of Linzarus?  Any
. 1t to be scen:in hw conversation with tho
widow of Nain, who o deeply lamented
she lo.a of an only son.?

In vain do we look into the word or
rorks of God, or tho history of His Son,
b s0 mauch as one solitary evidence that
ne twilf or can laugh in view of human

B..ifering.  But the veverso is every whero

waght  He declares that ho hath.no
pleasuro in tho deatheof him thol dicth ;
that he does not afllict willingly,nor grieve
the chitdren of won ; but though he cause
griofy yet will. ho have c.ompnssxon accord:
ing to-*he multitude of his tendor mercics.
He who tells that God “will mock and
laugh in view of endless suffering, uttess
an awful libel against-the character of the
Ruler of heaven and carth! 1o p]aces
uim below Nevo, the tyrant of Rome, who

 .aughed at tho sight of the flames which

consumed supp.osed heretics;for momenary
suffering is not to bo compared with the
fire that shall burn sinners aslong as saihts
shall dwell in heaven.  Besides, Ged saw,
yefore the foundation of ths world, the end
If ten millions.of
peoplo are finally lost, he as we'l knew it
nefore théy were ushered into bemtr as at
What a specinclo
then, would be presented to the universe, if
tie should laugh and mock at their endless
calamnity # Could the devil do any thing
worse ? Could he exhibita more mulxg-
nant spirit 7 or one morarepulsive to good-
ness and humanity ?

1£we would not learn .mankind to hate’
‘God, we_mustsesk an explanation of the
text in question consistent with his ackno-v-

ledged character for justice and mercy.

Butithére is really no mystery about its
meaning ; and.strange as it may. appear,

B considering.its common wuse, it-does not

refer to hir at-all; as the preceding verses

| show. They read thus: “Wisdom crieth

avithout ; she utiereth her voice in the
sigects @ she crieth in the chief places of
concourse, in the openings -of the gates
n 1'.10 city she uttoreth herworls, saying;”

. - Wisdom hére speaks—she utters her
voice—a very: different speaker from the
one supposer by hmxmnan divines, Wis-

.Jdom is personifi Ged in..tiis ipstance, 23 in

many. other:places:in.tire Scriptures : and
when personified is supposed to possess all
the attributes of an intelligent being. In
tl.e nintls chapter of the same book, e are
told that *Wisdom hath builded her house,

she-hath hewn out seven pillars.’ No one of |-

course,interpretsthis passage literally ; we
should-hope a]l‘fntclli'gcnt persons would

perccive tho |mproprxety of contending

that wisdom, laughed and mocked so a3 to

| Le lieard indhe;streets. "The Old Testament

absunds with. strong metaphorical expres-
tons, which requirg libe:al explanatibns
corresponding with the general.themes to
which they relate. In one place the
tre¢s are represented as talking ; in anoth-
er the Jittle hills are called:upon to clap,

their hands, and 1he -woods to rejoices.}

and in still-another, wisdom makes a great
ery in the streots.  All these ave forms of
expression adopled to-impress the mifid:
more strongly than common language
could do.

"The declaration xhat wisdom laughs and-

)

mocks at calamity is not true litera’ly ;
but figuratively ss true, It is.designed to
set Torth most vivuily, the extrome fully of
those who-dis.egand the instruction o wis-
dom—and contrary to her advice invilve
themseh ex o sin, and henco unavoidable:
punishment.. Sulfferiug the keen anguish
consequent upun ther iniquity, the words
of wisdom @ ¢ remcubered ; and wlijle
she refuses to re'ieve from mm‘lc«l punish-
ment, she secius to laugh and mock in tho
oars uf the suflerer.  ‘I'he connection of
the tost Turnisties the best commentary
upon it that can be given.  “For that they
hated knowledge, and did not choose the
fear of the Lord : ‘They would noneof my
counvel ; they despised all my reproof.
"Therefore sha'l they cat of the fruit of their
own way, and be filled with their own
devices””  DProv. i. 20-81.  This last
verse is a.clear-exhibition ol the meaning
-of the writer.  “Z%herefore”’—for the fore-
going reasons—*shall they et of the fruw
of their own way,” We havé said nothing
about calamities in another world, for the
very good reason that the author of tuo
Proverbs never wrote of them ; but beliov-
ad and taught that tho righteous and the
wicked aro 1‘00031\[)01)50(! in the earth,

SPIRITS IN PRISON.

A hiend,~a minintring brother,—has
requested us to give ow opinion on the fol-
Towing passage of Scripture :

“For Christ also hath once suffered for
sints, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us.to God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit : by
which also he went and.preached unto the
spirits in prison ; which sometime were
disobedient, when once the long-sufering
of-God whaited in the daysof Noal, while
the ark waos a preparing, wherein few,
that is, eight souls, were saved by water.”
—1 Peter iii. 18-20.

We shall be obliged to be brief, in our
observations, for want of room.

In this chapter the apostle was exhort-
ing his brethren to good works. He urg-
.ed them to live according to the princi-
ples of the Gospel.  Vers. 8, 8, If they
loved life, if they would sce good days,
they mustso live, 10, 11, 1f they suff r-
ed at all,. he exhorted them to suffer for
righteousness’ saké ; and to quicken them
in-such- a desire, he commended to them
~the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, as
in the verses that stand at the head of thic
article. We. observe, then,

Ist. That Christ suffered for sins.
“Christ also hath once suflered for sins.™

2d He suffered.not for liis own sius,
for he had nosins. Iic was tempted in all
points like aswe are, yet withou! sin.

8d. For whoso sins thendid he suffer ?
Ans. For those of people. He suffered
“the just for the unjust.”

ath. The object of his suflerings was
not to change the Almighty, but ‘o change
mankind ;-it was not to bring God to us,
but to #-bring us to. God.”

5th.  Whatdid he sufer ?  He sufier-
ed the Inst and greatest agonies men can
suffer, “being put to.death in the flesh.”
He suffered the depth on the cross.
6th. But death htd- not dominion over
~him. for u long timé. “Fle soon rose from
the:dead by the power of God: He was
quickened,.or made alive by the spirit of
-God, who.is the.sourcoqflife.

7th. The spirit had sustrined him in
the midst of all ‘his labors.

The Father :

was with him. Wherovor he wont, he
wentin the power of God’s spirit. If he
cast out dovils, it was by the spirit of God,
All Liis labors. wero performed Ly the pld
uf Gud's spirit. This ho constantly profess- |
ed , and the aposties assorted tho samo fact
aflor his denth,

8th.  When Jesus.left the cartii in body
he did not lenve it trespirit.  Ile told his
disciples “ho would'be with them, alway,
evenunto the end of the age ;” that “where
two or there should bo-gathered togetherin
his name, he would be in tho mdst of
them.” He told them, e would leave them
in tho spirit of Gedo The same spirit
which had guided and- sustained him, in his
labors and sufterings, should guide and
sustain them, They were 1o go forth in
this spirit and wreach the Gospel.
They were not to leave Jerusalem
after Jesus was crucified, untl they had
received this spirity in & manner in which-
thoy had never received it before 5 endas
it was scen descending on Jesus, at his
baptism, in the form of a dove, so-it was
seen descending on tho apostles, like
tongues of fire, after Jesus was “put to
-death in the flesh, and quickened by the
spirit.”® Al this is plain.

oth, They were to go by this spirit to
preach to the spirits in prison. Jesus
went with them inthis spirit.  Hedid not
go in body, butin the spirt. He was
quickencd by the spirit, by which, inhis
apostles, ho wont and preached to the spirits
in prison. Honce we are told, that the
disciples, efter the ascension of Christ,
“went forth and ‘preached everywhere, the.
Lord werking witk them, and confirming
the word with signs following.” Mark xvi
19. But it will be asked, to what spirits:
in prison Jid Jesus prez ach through his
dicciples ! .

Weaaswer in the following maner. :—
Did not Jesus send his (lPC‘Ple to preach
deliverance to the captives ? 'The Gen-
tiles were in darkness-and bondage. Paul,
among others, was sent to give them fiberty
to turn them from darkness:to light, and
from the power of Satan to God.  Tuis
was truly delivering them from bondage.
Jesus said, “IXnow the truth, and the truth
shall make you free® Paul eakoried the
Galatians to  “Stand fust @ he Liberty
wherewith Christ had made them free, and |}
be not entangled:again with the yuheof
bondrge.” They had been delivered by
Jesus from bondage and slavery. Yet, it
must be remembered, that Jesus never,
preached to them personully, netwithstand-
ing the apostle told them that Jesus had
made them jfree. The wrath is, Jesus!
preeched to these spirits inspisitual slavery
by his spirit, i the apostles, and thatis the
only way in which he ever did preach io
the Galatians.  In this way he preached to
the Gentilesat large.  He never preached
t. tho Gentiles in person, because his pes- | |
sonal ministry, and that of hisapostles, un-
til aflor his vesur. ection, was coafined to ‘
theJews. He was sent, and he sent them, |
to-the lost sheep of the house of Isracl™
But there must be some sease in which
Jesus preached to the Gentles, or else
sucred prophecy was fuise. ¢l have put
my spirit upon him, and he shall bring
forlh judgmentto the- Ganulcs.” Isa. Alu.

—Again: I the Lord have called thee
in vxghteousness, angl, will beld. thy hand,
and will keep thee, and give thee fora

coveaant-of the people. for a hrrm of tie

-spivitually in bondage,. or ux mison.

translation of the same passage.

Gentiles ; to open, the Blind eyes,.to bring
out the prisbners from the. prlscn, and them
that sit i darkness out of tho prisor..
house.” 6,7, g snid "o the prisoners
Go forth, and ty thém that are in darkness

show yourselves,” alix. 9. Josus says ho
vhs sent **tu.preciam lberty to the cap-
tivey, the opening ol the prisoa fo them
thatnre bound.” We sepeat, Jesus preach-

ed to the Gientiles unly through the agency
of his apostles. By his spirif, he went in
them. und thiew opon the prison doors, and
said come forth, ye prisoners, from your
gloomy dungeons.  This iy the way by
which Jesus went, after his death'and Yes-
urrrection, and preached to :nen who were
It
was not their bodiey, ‘but-¢herr spirits that
were in prison : they were “spirits in
prison ;*? or, xs Dr. Watts expresses tho
same th'ng, it his book on spiritual bond-
age, they were *souls in fetters.

10th. But perbaps we tnhy be told,
that St. Peter was evidently spenking of
men who were dead.  ‘Frue, sothe was;-of
those who were spirt’ually dead. We
have no account nny\yhcre in the Bible,
that Jesus preached to the dead in'any
T-other sense, than a$ mei cead'in trespasses
and sins. ‘Hence Peter aays, in thésnzo
Dpxstlem which we find the passage we
nre considering,—"For, £¢ this cause was
the Ciospel preached also to them that are

dead, that they mignt be judged according

to men in the-fiesh, but live according to

God in the spirit.” iv. 6. Now, what

dead were these ¥ They had got tobo

judged at any rate according to menin the

flesh ; and for judgiient Jesus camo into-
this world, John ix. 89. They were

those who were dead in ignorance dnd sin ;

-and the Gospel was preached to them, that
although they might be judged according

to men in the flesh: still they might live

according to God in the spirit. This is the

only sense, we say ngain, in wheh Jesus

is ever said in the Bible to preach-to tho

dead. '

Bat we shall be wld, these dead were
sucg as were disobedient in the days of
Noali.  Yes, very much like them, There
were spirits in prison too, in the days v}
Neah,  That case of Nouh.and the ars
was a famous case in the eyos of ail antigo-
ity. Iieachers and moralists: frequently
rc.it.rrcd to it by way of illustration.  Je-
sus Jid so, i1 his netable discource on thie
dasizuction of Jerusalem.  Matt. xxiv, 37-
39, Iic mennt that the people m s day
w.ore e seme respects like the people
the d1ys of Noahi ; and Peter intended, 1n
the fimuas passage hefore us, “that tho
Lentile spirus im  prison, were lke the
spirits m prison dn the days of Noair, to whom
Nuab prea-bed whie the ark was preparing.
Th= transalation does not make this matter pre-
cisely clear w the Common Version of qur Bible.
In the zuproved Version (\‘uxcq) we read,* By
tie haly st wheeh 28ter the assceusion he cons-
tminnacated to lus apusice, and by which e wen:
and preached W spints i Pprison, to idolatrious
heathen, thie slaves of sguoranre and swce: ho
thus pw"lmtnm' hberty to the captives * lsman
xli. 6 7: atix. 9. He preached {contnucd those
translatars 3 not 0 the same wdividual persons
botto men uke them, in the same circumstances,
t3 the raco of the Gantiles, to the desrendants off
those who had formerly been disobedwant, ané re-
fused the call ofihe spirit in Noah's time."—So,
far the [uxpmu.d Version. See Wakeficld's
We have not
the slrhlue,st doubt, that when Poter said, *Tho
Gospel wag preachcd to them that were doad,” iv,
16, tie meant the same gersons 0 whom he rcfcncd



