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in towns, aud onI - some of these understand what they rcad of the IÇoran.
The Bedonin are wholly illiterate. Slaves are imported via Jeddah nid
the Persian Gulf, they are sotd ini Busrah privately, aud doubtîcess in other
towns, being broc-glt fromn Mecea as merehandise by the returaîing pil.
grims. «Polygazny la practically universal, among the well-to-do classes,
aud divorce, ati.iost unlirnited, with its attendant honrora of cruelty and
suffering, takes W.& place among the poorer. Thus, with polygamy, slayery,
and divorce (afi sanctioned by tlieir religion) the state of Arab socielï
inay be imagined. Hlappily space docs flot permit ane to enlarge Upun
this terrible subject.

So, 'with fasts and prayers and pilgrimagcs, hoping ini his good work-S,
flie mercy of God, and the intercession of the Prophet (sucli intercession
boing wholly unauthorîzed by the Koran), the poor Arab wends his iva
down through life, is laid to rest at last with lus face toward Mecca, (ID*
passes into eternity 'with a lie in his riglit band. One thing lie nercrr
Inew, that graceus message tlhat was intended te be faiiuiliar as a hoiiK.
hold word to overy inember of the hunian race, that God loved li as
Ood onlyt cati love, that Christ died for him, and that a frce pardon ani
fult salvation aNvaited his acceptance. Hoe knew it not because lie %5a
neyer told, and lie was never told because for ages the Ohurchl bt tht
blessed trnth, and since it recovered it lias neglected theo one great drztr,
te proclaim. it to every creature. Thank God those tiines of igynorante
are nearly over. Through the tender merey of our God the day-sprin*;
from on higli has visited. Arabia. And may we flot hope that tIne churebes
which bave taken the lead in this great movement wiIl sare no effort,
neither mon, nor life, nor money, to carry it on to the destined consin.
mation.

Thus f ar we have traeed the rise and progress up to the present jim,

of the Arabian missions. A few brief remarks as te the future Mnay not
inappropriatcly conclude this paper.

1. It witl bc seen from wliat lias been said thiat att the western nd
southeru àades of Arabia are atili without a missionary. The Erc Churci
of Scotland Mission at Aden is doing an important work, and tbcre à a
wide field for extension before ik Not, however, being acquaintcd with
its plans for the future, I do not venture te say anything on theo subjet
here, Jeddah, however, the port of Mecca, might afford a base wbert,
in spite ci tho intense jeâlousy ana watchfulness. of the Turlk, a wri'
might be begun. Asir sud Yemen may flot bc accessible just at ti
moment, but they soon will bc so.

2). As te, tho, test of Arabia, inclading the castern, central, and soutberu
provinces, ina faet quite one baif of the peninsula, 1 amn indebte to tIt
Rev. S. M. Zwemer for the following sketch, the result of four ycars'studi
of the subject on the spot, of a missionary scheme, sucli as the Churi
which sent hlm and his fellow-laborers out cau hardly stop short of. t
give this sketch only in very abbreviated forai. Sucu a seherne woum


