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Josephi Wliell in some parts aetually dispiaces the supremacy of the
Fathier, the Son and the Xirgin-iîavè become prâctically as idolatr-ols
as any heathenism or paganism. % Penance is put in place of repentance;
indulgence sets a, premium onl sin; the confessional is at oncù despotic
in its power over the conscience and destructive in its influence over
modesty and virtue. The withholdingr of the Bible fromn the peopi,
and the intervention of the churcli and its priesthood betwcen the sell
and God, are fundamentally opposecl to bothi individual inidopeidence
and individual developrnent, wvhile the intercession of saints and colise.
quent prayers to the saints strike at the mediatorial prerogatives of
the only Intercessor, and introduce a virtual polytheism into thc
practical creed of Christianity. Roman ismn may represent, "a brandi
of tie, churelh of Christ," but the l'ranchi is, we fear, very rotten, and
covcred with fungus growvths and exerescences which make it liable to
suxnmary excision by the great Husbandman.

Buit, in this brief paper, wve deisire te cali attention te thec other
feature of pctrtfacton,, In an age whien ail cisc is mobile and flexi-
bic, hiere is immobility, inflexibility. This is a century of marvelous
progress. The -%vorld hias neyer knoiwn any age like this for those
victories of peace which are se, inucl grander thian any martial tri-
umphis, and those rapid advances in art, science, letters, minauers, dis.
cevery, invention, national brotherhoodl and universal. charity, iwhich
make the most aggressive and progressive eras of the past seem lik-e
suails for slowness.

TI:e. cosmopolite looks about him, and hie secs four grand featurès
rnarking the present age : Intense activity, individlual developmnent,
general intelligence, and telerant charity. Withi all the admitted evils
of the modern age, thiese are its prominent and undeniable
characteristics. Thec candid observer turns to, the Papal chlurcli and
lie finds cxactly the opposite-apatb\etic lethargy, individual repression,
general ignorance, and despotie initoierance. Hc lias genle frein a
garden inito a grave, from a market-place of bustiing liffe te a itiseum
of fossils. The century glories in progress; the genius of liomanism
is te arrest progress. The Pope leads the wvay with his breoom and
resolutcly sweeps back into its bei1 the advancirig wave of the rising
tide of civilîzation.

For inore than a thousand ycars ]Rome has been allied. te despotism
both in churcli and state. 'Ele Papal churcli is esscntially feudal; its
subjects are vassals ; thieir persons and property, service and substance,
nay, evenl thecir opinions, are the perpetual property of thecir papa] lord,
Chirist's vicar; they have no rights in niatter or in mmnd, suchi riglits
are ail fiefs, hield of a feudal superior.

WVhile the Pope held Italy under ]lis "csacre& toc," there ivas no0
niovement. When Napoleon the First, cighty years ago, repiied totlîc
Papal bull aga;,,instu himself by leadling the ]loly Father, Pius VIL.,


