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The Axt of Thinking.

Did you ever notice how bupglingly some
men think*  Thero is as much or more differ.
ence in the way men use their mental faculties
as there is in tho way they use their tools
Just as one man will proceed deftly and svs-
tematically to the accomplishment of » prece of
wesk with everything conveniently at hand,
every motion intelligeutly divected to the
furtherance of the main purpose, and an expedi-
ent ready for every irregularity or difliculty
which presents itself, eo the ready thinker pro-
cecds at once in aright line to the pithof »
subject, sifting out tho exirancous matter,
defining the main poiut, and hnuging to bear
upon it all hisavailable information. Qa the
other hand, a umsy thinker will chase a
question up one side and down another, with.
out getting aoywhere or arriving at any relev-
ant conclusien

The meatal like the muuual facultioa are
susceptille of and icquire cultivation. Itis
only by practice aod costinual v-c that the
dexterity and skill of the erpest ma:hiniet or
other mauipulator are acquired. No matter
how natorally ingenious and handy a man may
be, ho will lack deftness when placed upon
work to which he is eutirsly unaccustomed.
Io order to think with factlity a waan must be
azcustomed to thinking. [t is oae thisg to let
the mind roam about amoog the thinga one
koows, and noother to put it hard at work and
keep it there, grinding at something you do
not koow but wast to.  Itiscasy antl cuter-
taining to read an article which tells you some-
thing which you koew befere avd wwhich you
can endorse, but you learn nothing by reading
it. It requires ap«ffart to read an article
which contains real information, howerer pliia-
Iy expressed. It hae to be stedied, applied,
digested, criticised ; the sugzestious raised by
its perusal have 20 be followed out to theic
conclusious, and 1o conscicatiously read an
article of this character is 2 task which a man
is ioclined to shirk just asa lazy man night
shirk a physical tark. But compare the man
wha shirks with the man who reads aud you
will ind in the lirst a mental buogler, in the
sccond the acute xud able thinker, the man
whose hoad saves his hands and who is valued,
respected, avd irusted with the conduct of work
and the administration of atfairs, aud rewarded
accordingly.  Jlways read a little ahead of
youraelf. Read matter which requires an effort
upon your part to understand.  The effort will
not only place yoa uponna higher inteHoctual
plage but the mental exercise will develop o
habit of accurate thianking which will be of
more value to you thau volumes of average
mstter read only to be forgotien, — Power.
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Japanesc Coal.

M7z, J. C. Hal), H.M. Consul at Hekodate,
1o his trade report for the year 1591, refers to
the conl deposits of the island of Yezo. Fliteen
Fears ago it was cstimated by the Americaa ea-
gineers who made tho first surveys for the Gor-
erameat that the workalls coal beds contaiced
150,000,000,000 tons, or about two-thirds as
much as the coal-beds of Great Britain. Doults
have sometimes been expreased asto the sound-

neas of ths large estimate, but time and fur-
ther investigition have more than confirmed it.
Ao olaborate Japanese report, emnbodyiog the
results of the most recent surveys, was publish.
ed in March this yaar. From this carefully
compiled official document it appears, as the
result of actuu! surveys just completed, that
there are in the workable caal beds over 690,-
009,000 tons of coal, tha tital for the rest of
Japan being 700,09).030 tons. Of the Yezo
cead, nine-tenths are fo 1n.d in one district, that
of the valley of the Ishikari River, ncar the
west coast; the remaining tenth being scattered
over five ficlds, of swhich the most important,
that called Rumoe, in the province of Terhiwo,
lies quite close to the coast on the same side of
the isltud, just narth of tho head waters of the
Ishikari River. Thea come the Soya coalfield
at the extreme narth of the island and the
Kushiro on the south-east coast, cazh contain.
ing 10,000,000 tons. The first coal mined in
the island, at lwanai ia the province of Shiri-
beshi, beloags to the smalleat ol the six coal.
ficlds, containiog barely 2,000,000 tons. As
regards the quality of this valuable mineral,
although it is very upeven, aud nome of it
stands in tho front rank, cven of Japanesoccal,
still it is all snarketabls, and some of the bet-
ter class minea in the Ishikari fi 11, notsbly
those of Horonai, Ikushumbetgu aud Sorachi,
yield a coal not at all {nferior to the produst of
the Kiushin miaes, tho famoue and fast dwiad-
ling Takashinis alone excepted. Thoigh found
in comnparatively receat geological strata, they
are true bitumioous coals, widcly renowned by
their composition from all known coals of siml-
lar age, and equal in commercial value to Aus.
tralian coal. - Loedoan, England, Colliery Guar-
dian.

Cauada and the Nor{hwest.

At the last mecting of the Maochester Geo.
graphizal Socicty, Sir Fraocis de Wintin, who
same time ago was the oxner of a large sheep
rauche oa the Brw River a few msles ovt of
Calgzary, delivered a lecture on **Canada and
the Northwest,” during the course of which ho
said that the town of Calzacy was a no able in.
staace of the develepment of the country.
\Whea he firat raw it in 1351 it had three wood-
cn houses; three years later there was a canvas
town with a few woaden bnildings; then the
railway arrived, and the town was moved bodily
sonic two miles nearer the mountaius, canvas
disappearing o faver of wood; and to-day the
town has goud stoae aad wooden buildings, a
main atreet, goo-d hotels, 2 club, waslighted by
clectricity, an important railway jonction, anid
considered itaclf onc of the smaricst towns in
cxisteace, sscond only, perhaps, to Chicago.
{Laughter.) (Qlgary wasthe capital of the Pro-
vince of Alberts, and was the cestre of the
rauchiog or atock-maising sectina of the Terri-
toty. The big grey wolf and the azcaking
coyolo were serious cnemies to the ranchmen,
and it was a curions fact that after the deatruc-
tion of the buifalo they dirappeared, to reap-
psar again on tho isotroduction of cattle.
Roughly cstimated, thero were at present in
this territory about 50,000 to 60,000 kead of
cattle, 10,000 to 15,000 head of horses, and 49,-
0C0 o0 53,000 head of shicep, haviog an aggre-

gate value of ray 2,500,000 do!s. All this has
been created within the last cight years.

The Globe at Prince Albert

The Toronte Glolw s special travelling cor-
respondent writes as follows of his visic to
Princo Albert ;

**T arrived here from Reginy Jast night and
fovad cverything prosperous in the cwpital
city of this enormous territory. The crops
around Prince Albert are particularly geod,
bzing bettsr io quality and yiell than in any
district I have visited this year. 1 have
driven 25 miles in the countey to day and was
astonished to find how fine the crops were.
I visited the farm of Thos. McKay, M. L. A.,
who will have 12,000 busbels of magnificeat
whesat this year, that already threshed, aver-
aping 30 bushels pac acre.  There is abusdance
cf wosd, water and hay, and the country is
sdmirably adapted for stock.raising, but
rather too broken for extensive wheat fidds.
Further back the conntry is wore level. The
towa is nearly 250 miles north of Regina; 150
of it one travels across the great plain which
our voluntecrs g0 well remembered on their
march to Clark’s Crossing in 1585. After
crossing the south branch of the Saskatchewau,
some twenty miles, the scene chauges, and one
finds the companinaship of irees blazing in
avtumobeauty. Iiaw several spotted deer from
the train and innumerable, geese and duck.
I witl visit the north covatry to-morrow.

A Mysterious Mirage.

Mabpy stories have been writtes about mirsges
and delu-ioas, Lur oone have been more inter.
esting avd curious than that of the Silent City
mirags, which inakes its appesrance near the
Pacitic glacier, in Alaska. Tho discovery of
this woaderful mirage wasmade by the Iadians.
wha would tell of the city that was bu.ls io the
clouds. The cffect can be seea in the early
partof Janefrom5to 6 p.m. It rises from
the aide of the Pucific glacier. It firat appears
like a heavy mist, and sooa becomzs clearer,
and one candistioctly sos the spectre city, well
dcfined atrects and trees, tall spires, hugs aad
old.shsped baildinge, w hich sppear to be sacieat
mosques or cathedrals. It 1s a city which
would scem ta contain at least 25,000 or 30,000
intinbitants. As yet no one has been able to
identity it, although several have claimed to
recognize tha plice.  There is no city like it ia
Alaska, or in apy ccaotry arousd it for
thoa.inds of miles.

Six driits of cnalare being worked at Edmoa.
ton this season.

Tho Edmonten Bulletin says: *“The lands
departnent have issned a splendid sheet msp
of the Peace Hills district, being tho southern
sabdivisina of the Edmonton land district,
showiag the Lownships from 41 to 48, ranges 16
t023. This map is 3 companica 2 the map of
the Fdmonton district proper already issued.
Theso mapsshow Jand sarveyed, lauds entered
for, lands patented and lands held by corpora-
tione, and are tho greatest posaible convenicaco
to laud prospectorz or to anyone dosiring io-
formation regardiog the district.”




