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Dnomm m. 19; RDVELAI'ýON xxii: 8-211 J.&NrARY 2. B. C.,1004. GIDNF£ls 1: 26-31; 2: 1-3.
Golden Text, Bey. 22 - 21.

T is fitting that the lest page of thr Bibie,
and the iast lesson of our saon years'

course, shouid fix our attention upon the great
invitation which in some formn or other is
iembodied in every book of tho Bible. This i.s
Chirist fareweii to Il s Churulh, coupled witlî
the promise of his speedy return. Vs. 8, 9. This
is the second time Joh n wvas about to commit
the mistak-e of wvorshipping the creature rather
than the Creator, ch. 19: 10. Wolrshtip God-
not angels, nor saints, iior images, Exo. 20:- 3,
John 4: 203,24. V. 10. &cal 7zot-fThe prophete
%voro commanded to seai up thieir prophecies,
Isa. 8: 16; Dan. 12:-4, 9. But this is to be left
open, for tho com;fort and edification of the
churcli. The trne ie at hand-Our proper at.ti-
tude, therefore, is continuail watching fur
Christ's coming, Matt 25: 6-13. 'V. Il. Two
pairs are seiected as representatives of the
good, and the bad. The leading idea is one
that cannot be too seriousiy considered-as we
sow bere we shall reap hereafter. Character in
this worid fixes our destiny in the inext. Pll-
iblment is, in tbo nature of thiiig., the cunse-
quence of a life of sin. The worst punishment
God lays on wicked moen is to give thcm up to
themseives, to deaden the conscieow, Nos. 4:
17; Rom. 1 t 28. Vs. 12, 13. 1 corne quick1l,-
lt is Christ who speat-s. Whatever :nay be
the exact import of the words, to oach of ws,
Ife cornes at deatb, sometimes very sud-
denly, in ecdi case soon, and certainly. Uet
those Nvords, then, be ever sounding in our
ears. As his wur.1 a--: according to his creed
or profession, Matt. 7: 21-23. We shall le
judged by aur lives. Vs. 14, 15. That do hie
cornntndments-Obedience is the test offaitli
and ftness for eternai life; yet our " righit" to
the trea of life, is due, xîot to our doings, but to
what Ne as.done for us. Dogs &c-the sensual,
corrupt, depraved. V. 16. Jesus is Lord of
the ang els, Heb. 1: 6. Unto youz-primarily to
the seven churches, but equally to Christians
of ail times and places. 2Iet root of Daitid-
the Messiah of promis,. Thoe morning star-
~ee Num. 24: 17-the star that lisbered in
the day of grace, and shall usher in the Day
of Glory. V. 17. God, by bis lIo.Ly Spirit, and
the church by hor ministers, and believers by
thieir consistent lives, say core-" Corne to
Jesus to be saved by him."l The first impulsa
of a converted soul is to bring others to tIe
L-nowledge of the truth. W9,hosow will-The
invitation is to ail wvho w ill accept it, Isa. 55:
1; Acts 10: 35; Rom. 1: 16. V. 19. If any
mian attempts to expiain away the meaning of
any portion of the scriptures, to suit his ca-
-prioe, he theroby deprives himself of the
:privileges and promises contained therein.
11ave -we accepted this. great -iinYviatioui .for
..ourseives?

Golden Text, Gen. 1: 1.

THNE booki of Genesis was wrîtton by Moses
Càabout 1500 years B. C. lt is a brief his.

tory of events -%vlih lîappened during 2369
yoars from thc creation of man to th0 death
of Joseph, 11.0. 1635. Genesis means origin
or birthi, and the first chapters of that book
tell us of the birtli of this world with. ill that
is in it The Creator is God, the Eternai
1"ather, who alone had ne beginning, and who
can have rio end. At first, the earth wvas
"wýitllout formn and void," v. 2, rolling
through the darkness of space. li si.xporiods
of time, called here days, God gradually
made it what it is now, a fit habitation for
man, Hus last work. On the seventli day, God
rested from ail His w'ork wvhich He had made.
CI, 2: 2, and le biessed the seventh day and
sai.aýtified1 it, that is, Hue set it apart as hoiy.
Exod. 16: 23; 20: Il. TIc first man, Adam,
was created iii Eden. The exact location of
the gardon of Eden cannot i10w be ascertained.
lt was in the Eastern land, and probably in
the vailey of the Euphrates. Chi. 2: IL V. 26.
God ,uici-IIe uPi.ied. TiSib uxpression is re-
peated fen tiles in the histury of the creation.
V. 3, 9, 11, &c. Compare John 1: 3; Iicb. 1:-.2.

2 Pet. 3: 5. God lias oniy tb speak, and the
thing is donc. Psalms 33: 6, 9; Isa. 40: 26;
Rom. 4: 17; Col. 1 : 16. Lat us -makc-Notice
thec plural forni here, thought to refer to the
doctrine of thc Trinity and to confirm it.
Compare, Ci. 3: 22: 11 ;.7; Isa. 6: S. Iii our
image-These w'ords do not refer to bodily
shape or appearance, (Is. 40: 18, 295.) but to
spiritual attributes such aýs: knowiedge, Col.
3: 10; righiteousness, Eph. 4: 24; holiness,
Eccles. 7. 29. See SI. CaL. Quest. 10. Let
t7Sm-Adam and bis descendants,, have domin-
ion-raie over the brute creation, as God raies
over mon, kindly not cruelly, Prov. 12: 10.
V. 27. C'reatl«Z Re tlîem-The creation of wo-
man recorded in the 2d chap. 21-23, was the
last acf. of God's creative power. Thora is no
record of the creation of any other man and
woman. All mankind is descended from tbiB
first pair. V. 28. Subduit-Cultivata it, change
its wastes to fruitful fields by your labor. God
worked, Jesus wvorked, and man in Eden had
aise to work-. Ch. 2:- 15. John 5:- 17. V. 29.
,Shall be for meai-for food; from this it bas
been thouebt that fiesli was nof. aiiowed to be
caten, until affer the flood. Gen. 9: 3. V. 31.

.Eezgand ilhe morning-Tbe luebrews reck-
oned the day fromn sunset. The morning that
follows stands for tho second balf of the day
proper. Ch. 2: v. 2. Hie rested-not that God
was weary, le. 40: 28. He stopped creating
on this earth on the sixth day. V. 3. Mo
sanctified itr-.Institution of the Sabbath, not
Jewish, as is sometimes asserted, butd.tug
froni the very birth of humnanity.
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Zbe etoittuiiio.Zut Orat envitation.


