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managed than fruit-raising. In the coun-
.y, sinee I can remember, when a man had
piunted his orchard he supposed his work
was done, and if' he was so fortunate as to
prevent his own or his neighbor’s cattle
spoiling his trees, he was a lucky man.
I'he idea of mulching, manuring, or culti-
vating an orchard for the beuefit of the
fruit, was hardly thought of, and unless to
%et some other crop was seldom resorted to.
Under that system of mapagememt, where
te soil was suitable, crops of inferior apples
were obtained, occasionpally, for a few
years,and premature deoay followed, as a
dispensation of Providence for the sin of
igporance. But as time progressed, the
farmers in the neighgorhood of cities graft-
64 their trees and cultivated their orchards,
and the example, like other fyshions, began
to extend into the country, till good winter
spples, as well as other articles, are now in-
froduced almos universally.
For more than half a century I bave
been marking observations upon the pro-
» gress of my own and neighbors’ fruit trecs
in different towns and on different kinds of
mil. Those of us who have been at the ex-
pense of transferring trees from the richest
purceries, on account of their beauty and
rapid growth, and planting them in a differ-
ent kind of soil, have sometimes been s0
anfortunate as $o see their fine.trees perish,
gither by winter killing, bark-bursting, or
blight. Within the last 35 years my 1-eigh-
bors, at different times, have selected the
most trifty and beautiful trees from rich
purseries and transplanted them upon
inferior soil, and beve seen an utter fuilure
in their expectations of a flae orchard. In

alimost every instance, apple trees, pearand |

aherry trees taken from rich ourseries and
4ransplanted in this vicinity, have dis-
appeared from the land, save a few half
fdead, stanted apple trees,

I think we huve been persuaded into an
grFoneoys course in regard to selecting our
porsery trees. We are generally advised
30 select the most thrifty, vigorons, and of
epurse the most beautiful tree- to form our
ercbards., After experimenting, I have
uniformly found those gypletrses succeed
best which were ““illigimate " if ¢ may use
fhe expression or those that accidentully
#prung up in my own fields or pasture-
gronnds, which being transplanted, have
®agdo the most hardy and productive trees
2 my furm,

those from nurseries have had all the dis-

1 have not known a tree of |
$hem $o bark-burst or winter kill, shile

eases idcident to fruit trees. TForced growth
is prematu.e decay and death. The past
fall, from some cause or causes, eur apple
and pear were uncommonly large and free
from scars and worm-holes, which circum-
stance goes to confirin ideas previously en-
tertained in regard to fruiy-raising. In the
first place, the great abundance of rain was
sufficient to supply the thirsty grass will
moisture and allow the roots o}’ the trees a
grudging pittance which it could not imbibe
itself. The custom of secding down or-
chards to grass is a bad one; a crop of
apples fit for market, will not grow for any
length of time in an orchard that annually
produces a crop of hay. Let him who
doubts the assertion, ezamine in summer,
the ground under his fruit trees, which has
been fed down by, cattle or produced a crop
of hay, and he will be convinced that there
is no economy in his attempt to produce a
double crop. On land suitable for an or-
chard, if the site is sloping, especially, he
will generally find by penetrating through
the surfuce of the closely-compacted graust
roots, from six inches to two or three fee-
of soil as dry as ashes. This axpiaine the
reason why apple crops on grass land depre-
ciate from year to year, and how they stand
in need of their share of the rain that fulls.
Another cause of fair fruit may have been
feeding of the windfalls in previous years to
cattle and pigs; but I consider the main
cause of our fair fruit, was manuring and
preventing the grass from molesting and
robbing the trces of their share of nutri-
ment.—S. BROWN in Boston Crltivator,

HOT BEDS,

S the season is approaching for the

& use of hot beds, a few words about
the best mode.of makiu& them will
not be out of place. We haveno
%’?&? idea of saying any thing new, but
5‘%» bope to suy something that may

be useful.

A hot bed should be located in a spot
that is well sheltered on the uorth and
west, and open to the south and east. If
shelter is not already provided by a.fence,
wall, shrubbery, or something of the kind,
a cheap temporary fence may be erected of
rough boards, straw mats, or in some
other way that the reader's ingen: ity may
suggest. This shelter or protection is
needed cbiefly to prevent an undue radiation
of heat f.om the plass, and the entrance
of a strong, cold curreat of air when the
sashes are lifted for ventilation.  This ra-



