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not ended,
common men, oy men less than common ; it is in
sympathy with them ; it is formed out of mate-
rial which can be shaped to their need; and its
methods are within their easy reach.

It was made to meet the wants of

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

that they make it a rule 1o read the whole Bible
once a year; and I have no doubt that they
skate over it once & year; but Ido not think

them. -

l}they do more than that, because it is not all for

You think that when you preach you musi| Take for instance, a great square-built, good.
preach so as to touch the top heads in your con- | honest-minded, practical Yankee, who knows
gregation, Touch the bottom and you will be | the quality of matter, and who knows how to
sure to touch the top. He thnt puts a jack-; put thing and thing together, and make money
screw under the roof of a building is not going | cut of them—take suchra man and put him into
tu raise the whole building; but he who puts a ; Solomon’s Songs, and see what he will make out
jackscerew under the sills of a building, and | of these.
raises them up, willy I think, take upeverything |  Take an Oriental ; take a man who was barn
that is above them. And in preaching, the man under different skies; who is of a different stock © |
who is in dead carnest, who is infamed by, whose ancestors have had different associations
divine love, und who preaches so that the low- ! from geacration to generation; whose mind-
est and poorest of his congregation understund methods are different; whose growth is more by
him and are stirred by what he says, and are  the imugination and less by the practical reason
lifted up by the power of the truth as he pre-| —take such & man and he will say of the Songs
sents it—does he not lift up every body else of Solomon, “ That is the buckle of the Bible,

wu? . l

A man starts for his business, and geis as far.
as the door; and his wife calls out to bim, < My,
dear. have vou forgotten prayers?” ¢ Well,”
he says, “we havn’t Lad prayers, have we? |
did forget.” Back he goes, and takes his Bible,
and turns to the twelfth Psalm. He chooses
that hecanse it is short. Blessed be the Psalms
thev are of all lengths and shapes, to meet every |
cmergency ! Having hastily gone throngh a-
perfunctory serviee, he starts tor his business
again, saying,

BOXDAGE AXD LIBERTY IN READING.

Sow, how different is that from putting an

amulet around a man's neck, or from worshiping
an idel?  You might as well look into a cook-:

shop window and think you are fed, as 10 go to
vour Bible in that way and think that it s of
any use to you.
i,

“ The devil didn't catch me to- ; wefl
diy; I have read my Bible.” ’

You have «dused it, not usd i

It is that which clasps and holds together all
the other books.”

And so, all the way through the Bible, there
are things which men who are proud, or men
who are constitutionally withont wisdem, can-
not understand—they are mysteries to thom.

|There are deep things for mystics in the Bible

which people who bave no my sticism are unable
1o see.  They do not see them when they look
at them.  In theBible there are things for the
twilight, things for the moonlight, things for
the midaight, things for the day-dawn, and

\ }\fm;:s for the noontide.  The Bible is filted with

uble riches formen ; and it belongs tocevery
man to select according to his need.

The different parts of the Bible are of very
different values for private reading. 1 think
there is a great deal of the Bible that is just as
neeessary for the race as the spelling-book ; but
how long is it sh.er you sat down to read jour
spelling-bouks? You are done with them ; and
vet you do not dispurage them, nor cry them to

I lay great stress on thisliberty which belongs (nanght.
to men, this necessity which is laid nwpon them, ;
to find that in the Ward of God vwhich shall,

And there are variations in the moral value
of different parts of the Bible, if men only have

mcet their case, and read it according to their | the interpreting necessity in tham by which to

personal wanis.  Bhewe are those who learn the |
Rible ; there are thousauds of humble people to
whom it beecomes familiar: for it is a peculianty,

1 think, of the word of God, that as wmen run
under trecs and get behind rocks when storms
Are in the sky, as they otherwise would not, so
we seek a covert in the Bible when we are in
tronbie, as we would not at any other time.

God’s word is not & house of bondage. It is
not required that a man shall every mornin
marshal bis family, and call the roll, and grin
out a ritualistic or regulation prayer, and read
his Bible. God’s word is a Father's house, into
which you have « rigght 1o go, and speak or keep
silent. ~ You are the children of God, and this
provision has been made for yo.1; but it is not
to be cnforced upon you, as though you were
slaves. You are to avail yourselves of it
according to your nced. You are free in this
matter. .

[ suppose no person ever did or ever will read
the whole Bible in his life. 1 know there are
jersons who read it by letter; 1 hear people say

discern these things,

Such iz what T call the Bille of the closet. 1t
,isinterpreted by personal necesgity, and by elect-
,1vc affinity : but that is notall. It is an imme-

diate sonrce of consolation, It comforts in sor-
% row; it relicves in perplesity: it is a mether in
{ the househald - itis a connsclior to the mechanic,
{ to the workman, when he asks, #* Where shall |
{£0? What shall I do? How shall I carry my-
self 7" When men are stirred up ; when they are
oppressed; when they are burdened ; when they
are yoked, harnessed and driven by depressing
moads, then they, above all other men, must
have a personal Bible speaking to them, day by
day. Under such circumstances the Bible be-
comes, not only alampto their feet and a light
to their path, but bread for their life, medicine
for their soul, and water coming to them from
under the very throne of God itself.

THE PREACHER'S RIBLE.
This wonld naturaily lead me 0 speak, though

{ need not, of the preacher’s Bible. The Bible



