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Cosh of Belfust; Rev. Dr. Armstrong, rector of
Burslem : Rev. A, Dallas of Londan; Rev. Dr.
Edgar of Belfast ; Rev.Dr.Candlish ; Represen-
tauves from the West London Protestant Insti-
tute, the Islinglon Protestant Institute, the
South West Protestant Iustitute, the Church
Defence Society, the Colonial School Socicety ;
Rev. Dr. Begg of Edinbuigh ; Rev. Dr. Hether-
ington of Glasgow ; Professor Gibson of Bel-
fast; Rer. Dr. Johustone of Tulylish; Rev.
Hugh Hauna of Belfast; Rev. D. M‘Coll
of Glusgow, &c., &c. From the character of
the papers already received the whole proceed-
ings will be intcusely interesting and of the
mos? important kind.

Tag Syriax Massacuzs. —The Rev. Dr.
Thompson, the oldest American Missionary in
Syrin, has written to Sir Culling Eardley an
appeal on behalf of the destitute Christians.
He says that he bas been fawmiliar with 6 bloody
wars in that country during the past 27 years,
but that they were mere boys’ play, so far as
atrocity is concerned, in comparison with the
dismal butchery which has just taken place.
He cstimates the number of destitate at 75,000,
including 10,000 widows. Authentic accounts
from Damascus, be says, raise the number of
the slaughtered in that city to 5,000, and the
number of homeless victims there to somnething
nearer 20,000 than 10,000. The number of fu-
gitives flocking into Beyrout will socn, he adds,
make il utterly impossible for the charitable
residents to meet the demands upon them, and
he therefore entreats the nid of England in this
ternble emergency. Mr. Cyrus R. Edmonds,
Secretary of the Syrian Relief Fund of London,
states thatthe suggestions made by Dr. Thomp-
son have in fact been carried ont here, and that
£2580 hiave nlready been transmitted to the Re-
licf Commiztce established at Bevrout and Da-
maszus. lie points out that the Queen and
Prince Consort have put themscives at the
head of the nationai charity, and suggests that,
although money is flowing in and through ali
the great mercaatile firms of London, the whole
country nceds to be moved, and that this
may be cffected through the earnest co-opera-
tion of the ministers of religion of cvery sect,
and by tho mayors and corporations of towns
and citics originating local cforts.

Suscriptions for the suffering Christians in
Syria have been opened at severnl newspaper
offices i Paris, but hitherto very little moncy
has been collected.  On such occasions the
Freauch do not generally show much metallic
gencrosity, The Aonifeur, however, kas now
takea the work in hand. It bas opened a na-
tional subscription for the benefit of the Syrian
Clristians, and prowmises to publish the names
of subscribers. The Emperor Napolcon has
subscribed 25,0001, (£1000.)

Tix Massacre A7 Daxascrs.—The Beyrout
correspondent of the Daily News supplics dee
tails of the fearful massacre at Damaascus. e
3aFS —

*On Sunday the 8th July, when the Christ-
ians came out of their various charches, a mod
of Moslem 1ads were busy in thesirects making
crosses in chalk oa the grouad, and then
stamping and apitiing on the sacred emblem.
nut g0 utterly downhearted were the Christ-
ians that they did noteven complain to the az-
thoritics of this wanton insuit.  On the contra-
¥ all they did was to confine themseelves still
mare ririctly within their houses for the rest
of the day.  What mast then have been their
astonishment an the Monday momiag to sec
these same lads, who had wade and spit npoa
the crasses on the previous day, sweeplng the
sirects of the Christian qoarter in chains by
order of the Turkish head of police. They at
ance supposed that this order must bave been
given for the very purpose of exciting & ring,
and they were notmisiaken. At2 P.N.same

THE PRESBYTERTAN.

of the lowes: Moslems rushed armed into the
Clristian quarter, crying out ‘ Slay the dogs
of Christinns ! and imincdiately the work of
plunder, burning end murder commenced.
Achmet Pacha, Governor-General and Com-
mander-in-Chief of tho place—a ficld marshal
in the Suitan's army—was at onco informed of
what bad taken place. But, although he had
at his disposal some regular troops and
several field-picces, not a2 man or a gun did
ke move. He never showed himself in the
streets, nor took any stepe whatever to stop
the massacre, declaring—the old story of Has-
beyia, Resheyia, Deir-cl-Ramar, and Sidon—
that be had not troops enough to do any good.

The Russian Consulate was almost the first
house attacked, and all those Christians who
did not take refuge with the famous Algerine
chicf, Abd-cl-Kader (who has behaved most
uobly throughout the business) were murdered
atonce. But, although the afair might have
been stopped with the greatest case before
dark on the Monday, after that hour the mob
increased in numbers every minute. Late in
the evening about 300 soldiers were sent to
put s stop to the outrage, but very shortly
Joined in the plundering ; such as did not do
so actually used their arms to massacre the
Christians. The whole Christian qusrter,
which includes some of the fincst palaces to be
found in the cmpire, was soon onc mass of
flamcs, and for this there is the positive author-
ity of & European eye-witness, who was hiding
in the neighbourhood all thas fearful night. As
the Christians tried to cscape from the flames,
they were thrust back on the burning piles by
the bayonets of the Turkish regular troops.
Howerver, when we recollect that one of the
military chicfs who commanded in Damascus
was Osman Beg, the miscreant who but three
weeks previously had delivered up at Hashevin
upwards of 1,500 Christians to be mas-
sacred by the Druses, all wonder at the
conduct of the military ceases at once. An
Englishman, who has shown great personal
courage and cxample throughont this awful
tragedy, writes that from the very first the mob
cried out that the soldiers were on their side,
and would not hurt them, using this as an ar-
gument to their brother fanatics to “Kill all
the dogs of Christians, not to spare one, W0
burn their houses, plunder their property, dis-
honour their wivces, tear in picces their chil-
drea, =nd rid the holy city of all save the true
followers of the truc prophet’ In another let-
ter from a sober-minded Buaglishman, whose
word no onc can doubt who knows the man,
the w.iter says :—¢ All this last fearful night
Turkish soldiers and Noslem men, women and
cbildren continued to pour past my door in an
unbroken stream; ail laden with spoil, wost
drank with blood and rapinc. all blaspheming
the aame of Christ and Christians in shouts
fearful to hear and w0 horrid to repeat.”

“ What the Turkish authorities did may be
summed up in ooc word—* Nothing.! No less
than § times did that gallant 0ld man, Mr.Hrant,
the English consal, sad the Rev. Mr. Rohson,
Itish Presbriesian tissionary, at the utmast
risk of their lives g6 together to the Pacha
Achmet, and arge him to do something to save
the lives of the Christians. Noj; he said he
could and showed that he wanid do nothing,
hut remained * consuliing in the castle.”

* When the Iast despatehies left Damascens
at 2 r.x. on Thursday, the 12th instant, the
burning, slaughter, murder, pillage and other
atrocitics continued, not merely as had but
worse than ever, for the miscreant fanatics of
the place had been jost then joined by o hest
of Bedouins, Rurds, Druacs and other scoun-
drels who were only too heppsy for the chaace
of pillage. Whea our last advices from Da-
masces 1eft that place, the whole Christian

quarter had been woiterly destroyed. 4,000
Christians had taken refuge in the house of
Abd-el-Kuder, who defended them against all
comers. 3,000 had taken refuge in the castle
under the Pacha, and several hundreds in the
English Consulate, which as yet—being situ-
ated in the Moslem quarter of the town—had
been respected.  Upwards of 2,000 Christians,
it was calculated, had been murdered, all in
cold blood ; and the estimated loss of property,
wmoney, valuables, &c., was £1,200,000 ster-
ling. It will hardly be believed that, with
all these facts, more or less knowa to the au-
thorities, the Turkish troops, who arrived here
before duybreak on Tuesday,the 10th inst., from
Constantinople, only left sesterday (Saterday,
the 14th) for Damascus.

““ As I write, news from Damascus down to
Thursday cvening the 12th inst. has reached
Beyrout. The Rev. Mr. Grabam, of the Irish
Preshyterian Mission, had been murdered in
the open streets winlst endeavouring to make
his escape from a Moslem house, where he had
been concealed, to the British Consuiate. He
had & guard of Turkish soldiers with him, but
they did nothing towards defending hia from
the Moslen mob. The Hedouins and Arabs
were pouring into the town to join in the pil-
lage. Tbe Franciscan friars, 8 pricsts and 2
lar brothers, all ltalians or Spaniards, had
been butchered.  Of Greek, Catbolic, Maromite
and other Eastern sects some 45 priests bad
been kifled. The Sisters of Charity and the
Lazarist priests were at Abd-cl-Kader's, who
held out bravely.”

The writer states that fears are entertzined
of a Moslem rising at Aleppo, and that every
native Christian who could was lenving every
place where the Moslems bed power. In
Alexandria all the refugees that have fled
thither have been very handsomely treated by
Said Pacha, who gives food to the poorest,
money to many, houses to ali. In Beyrout
the English and Americans bave formed a fund
to relicve the poor, who ha=c ‘led to this place
in thousands, the French hzse done the same,
the Sisters of Charity bave relieved hundreds
every day with food, the French, English,
Ruseizn, Austrian and Prussian consuls (1o say
nothing of the Amcrican missionarics, who
daily feed 300 people) give bread, cooked meat,
rice, clothes, &c., o scveral hundreds of thesc
poor, starved, burnt-out peasants. - All the
medical men have autended to their wounds
and sickness gratis, and cven the crews of her
Alajesty’s ships Exmouth and Mobawk, as well
as the Freach Imperizt frigate Zenobie, have
contributed their mites. The Turki<h local
anthorities have done nothing to relicve all
the gigantic misery, for such it mast be, con-
sidering there are 150 Christian villages burnt
and 75,000 Christians without home or bread.
“ Throughout the land, nay, even amongst the
more respectable Moslems themselves, but one
opinion prerailsamong all classes of men, that
there has been on the part of the Turkish
Government 2 gigantic schume o conspiracy
to crush oul the whole Christian clement in
Srria, and that what we all looked upoan at
first as & were seclarian war between the
Druses and the Christians of Lebanon, was in
point of face part in the plan by which, in using
the Druscs as their unconscious weapons, the
Turks saccecded in catting down and rooting
up neasly the whole population of the moun-
win.”

Rzvrors, Auagest 6.—O0ffcial despatches
from I3 ~acus atlate that apwards of 400 per-
sons vere  csted for participating in the re-
cent massacees, incriminated on charges of the
cansuls, forcign agents, and natives, The Ar-
reeted include Colonel Ali Bey, and other iaflo-
cntial Mohammedans. An extimaordinary Com-
mission was appointed to try the accused sum-
marily. Those convicted wene to be exccuted,



