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AT T S T S W A S AN IS A LY

THE LUMBER TRADE.

WEQUISITION FOR IMPORT DUTY.

Tollowing Is a copy of the memorial
presented (o the Dominfon govern-
ment by the British Columbia Lumber
& Shingle Manufacturers' Association
asking for a d¥ty on lumber imported
trom the United States:

Right Hon, Sir Wiitrid Laurler. G. C.
M. G, P C, Piremlier, and Members
of the Dominfon Government :
Sirs,—~On threc former occuasions In

1808, 1890 and 1900, we, the Lumbér
aud Shingle Manufactuicrs of British
Columbia, have addressed you on the
subject of the anomalous and unfaly
conditions under awhich we have to
carry on our trade, In the hope that
somo_ alleviation of these conditions
would be effecsed by leglslation In the
dlrectlon of the Imposition of customs
duties on lumber and shingles fmpori.
ed into Canada from the United
States,

We have to regret that so far noth-
ing has been donhe with refercnce to
this matter, which {s of so0 much vital
importange to us that we are forced
again to bring the subject to your to.
tice, In the hope that conditions may
now permit of a favorable consldera-
tion of our desjres.

The chief burden of our complaint is
that our trade Is unfalrly discrimin.
ated against under the present tarif,
being, we belleve, the only manufac.
turfng industry In Canada which s
fert totally wlithout protection in our
own home markets, whilst contribut-
ing largely to the more prosperous
conditions of other manufacturers and
produceras  whose manufactures we
use, and for which we¢ bay enhanced
prices consequenit on the protection
which they enjoy under the present
extsting tarifi from the competition
and cheaper price of lke manufac-
tures and productions in the United
States.

Qur tndustry contijbutes largely to
the revenues of both Dominlon and
provinclal governments In timber dues
and by customs dutles on all machin-
ery and supplies used In the produce
tion of our commodities. or. as we
have already pointed out, we contrt
bute to the prosperity of manufac-
turers of machinery and saw mill sup-
phes of all kinds, ang to that of mil-
lers and f(armers by paying to them
higher prices as before referred to,
and to that of railways by the car-
rlage of these supplles and of our own
productlons. On the other hand, when
a contractor requires timber for some
fmportant government work such as a
canal or bridge, a raflway for bridge
or trestle work, a manufacturer fo: a
new factory or mill, or a farmer for
2 new barn ¢ dwelling, and we ask
for our production a mere living price,
we are met with the reply that pitch
pine from the United States can be
oblained at cheaper prices, or pine
from Minnesota can be got at less cost
and that even our own description of
lumber can  be bought cheaper on
Puget Sound. which may be possible,
2s they can produce cheaper, because
all their supplles cost less.

The above Is not a distorted repre-
sentation, but the true ‘state of our
trade, and we trust that it may cleatr-
ly show the Injustice of the conditions
under which our business lles,

We have had to base the prices of
our productions on those of producers
who have advantages towands cheap
manufacture which we do not possess.
The imposition of a duty on lumber
and ghingles {8 not sought for as a
means of increasing prices. and com-
pelition between the many Canadian
producers would prevent this if at-
tempted, but the United States manu-
facturers having a protected home
market of their own in which they
make every effort to maintain prices,
regularly disturb our condftions and
prices by using our Canadlan markets
as a dumping ground.in which to un-
load their surplus-stock at prices be-
low what they will accept In thelr.own
markets, or at which we can, under
present conditions, manufacture, and
{t is from this unfair competition we
ask protection.

The unfairness and anomaly exist-
fug in the before described: condition
s stil further intenslfled by the posi-
tion that not only Is our Canadian
home market open and free to the
manufacturers of the United States,
{from whom neither Lominion or prov-
inclal governments derive any finan-
clal support, nor do they aid in the
development of our country¥ : but our
products are shut out of their country
by the duties imposed on them of $2
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per LOOO feet of lumber, and 30 cents
per M on shingles.

It 18 o recognized fact that the ex-
tenslon of this market and consequent
increare of the volume of businesa
done, assists the manufacturer in re-
duedng the cost of production, and 1t iy
to this that we look for an Improves
ment in our conditlon If our own mar-
Kets are protected from {uvasion, but
it can never be attalned under pres-
ent existing clrcumstances.

While we have to compete with our
nefghbors to the south In the markets
of the worldl common to us both, a
canslderable portion of our product
not sulted to a forelgn trade must be
disposed of at home, and this our miils
cantwt do, s0 thot in foreign trade
algso we are handicapped, as: the lum-
ber produced for that brench of the
business hay to bear to some extent
the loss on the other, and producers
fhnd themselves loaded with an ever
fnereasing surplus for which ft Is im-
possible to find a sale.

On the other hand, the manufactur-
cr in the United States has the mar-
kets of the world at large and of Can-
ada open to him on the same terms
as ourselves, and in addition has his
large home market from which we are
practically debarred.

We are not atratd of competing wvith
the United States manufactur.r on
even terms, that {8 to say, on the
terms of free lumber between both
countries, but we must denounce in
the strongest terms the unfairness. of
the one slded relations which now ex-
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Instead of the manufacture increas-
Ing In our own country, the tendency
i3 towands eztabilshing new plants in
adjoining United States territory, and
this has already been done, the raw
materfal being derived from Britlsh
Columbla, manufactured In the United
States. and thus hag the advantage of
both United States and Canhadlan
markets. The Inducement towards
such a course must be so evident that
we trust your government will see the
advisability of taking measures to
obviate Canadians being driven to
such an alternative.

We would respectfully agaln urge
the propriety and necessity of impos
ing a duty on lumber and shingles en-
tering Canada from the United States
cqual to that levied bv the United
States va the faine products when en-
tering the United States from Canada,
which at present Is $2 per 1,000 feet
on lumber, and 3 cents per M. on
shingles « to be lessened or abolished
when §t is made to appear to the
governor general In council that such
courge has becn taken by the govern-
ment of the United States.

We feel that the impnosition of an
fmport duty on such terms should be
due to our owit dignity as a country,
would be of general benefit not only
to the trade, but to the people and
country uat large, without inflicting a
hardship on any.

We again beg to urge on the gov-
ernment through you that the unani-
mous wishes of our {ndustry through-
out the Dominlon recelve your pracli-
cal conslderation during the coming
session of parllament.

We have the honor to be, -sirs. your
obedient servants,

(Signed).
JOHN HENDRY, President,
HILTON KEITH, Act. Sec'y.
B ¢ Lumber & Shingle Manufactur-
ern Assocliation.

LUMBER YARD FOR FORT
FRANCES.

A. Scamen, of Seamen & Co., rail-
way contractors, accompanied by -his
manager, Capt. F. Crandall, was in
town on Monday, says th2 Fort Fran-
ces Times, looking after the tie and
bridge timber subicontraots on thils
part of the road. To a Times repre-
santative Seamen said the work of get-
ting ont the tles, piling and bridge
timber was being pushed as rapldly as
possible. Where practicadle, the ma-
wrial was being delivered along the
right of way, 80 as. to be ready for
the graders. The amount of bridge-
work i3 enormous, between Fort Fran-
ces and Stanley junction, no lcss than
six miles of open:dridging brng re-
quired, Mr. Seamen also sald they
had thefr sawmlills 1n operation, the
last and largest mill having been re-
cently placed on Little Turtle lake. To
meet the demand for lumber for build-
ing material; the mill at Gash Point,
managed By R, Lockhart, will com-
mence March 1st to xet out dressed:
lunrber, and wiil.continue to do so un-
til the {ce goes out, when the sawmill

will begin cutting lumber of all dimen-
slons. In the meantime, Seamen &
Co., will open up o large lumber yard
fn town, and stock ¢ with all kinds of
buliding matertal, with W, Floyd in
charge. As there is likely to be a
great demand for lumber for bullding
purposes, this move, on the part of Mr.
Seamen, will b» appreclated by the
publie, who will, no doubt, take ad-
vantage of such a step. Herctofore,
and even at the present time, it has
bLeen impossible to get o stick ot time
ber for bullding purposes, and it is
with pleasure we are able to make the
announcement,

J. L. CAMPBELL.

The accompnnying engraving I8
from a photo of J. L. Campbell, of
Melita, a prominent provincial lum-
ber merchant, My, Campbell s now
vico-president of the Western Retail
Lumbermen’s Assoclation, with which
organization he has been closely
identified for a number of years. He
is always a leading sgpirit at the an-
nual meetings of the assoclation and
has done a great deal towards making
it the success which 1t Is as a trade
organization, He Is also strong on the
soclal side of the assoclation and it is
Que to hls efforts and Initative that

~ J. 1. CAMPBELL
Vice-President Western Lumbermen’s
Association,

the profected trip of its members to
the Pacific coast next summer has
been brought about. Mr. Campbell
not only takes an active Interest n
the lumber business but he is also
prominent in public affairs in his own
gsectlon of the province. He does - not.
g0 Into provincial politics, but s
greatly interested in local school and
municipal matters and has beén reeve
of his municipality. He has been at
‘tne point now known as Mellta or in
that vicinity since 1883,

MILLS FOR FORT FRAXNCES,

Three officials of the railroad con-
nocting at Bemiddl. are in town look-
ing over the shtuation with a view of
erecting mills and other industries

here to act as feeders from the pro-.

posed road from Bemlidji to Koochich-
ing. They are well pleased with the
situation of the Fort Frances and
Koochiching townsites, and If sultable
arrangenients can be made with the
Ontarlo government and our municip-
al councll regarding water-power, it
is not unlikely steps will be taken in
the near future to spend several hun-
dred thousand . dollars in buillding
mills and erecting dams and other
works. Jt begins to look as if Fort
Frances was to have the long talked
of pulp, paper and saw mills at last,
with direct connection by rall to St.
Paul and the east by way of Koochi-
ching. The \isitors are keeping the
object of thelr visit as much a sec-
ret as possible, but enough was given
out to conflrm the above projects—
Fort Frances T{mes. .

WILL SHUT OUT MINNESOTA
LUMBBR.

One effect of ‘the withdrewal of the
Northern Puocific Raflway Co. from
‘Manitobs and the operation of that
company's lines {n Manitoba by the
Canadian Northern, will be to cut of
the Minnesota jumber tmade “with
Manitoba. Points on the Northern

Pacic ‘railway in Manitobe' are sup-
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plled with Minnesota lumber, aus the
Northern Paclfic can make a low
through rate from lumber wmanufac-
turing points on fts line {n Minnesota
to consuming points In Manitoba.\When
the Canadian Northern takes over the
Northern Pacific lines fn this province,
this dumber trade will no doubt

quickly knocked out. ‘The Canadian
Northern will of course be anxlous to
supply the territory tributary to these
newly acquired Hnes awith lumber from
the Rainy River country. Thig would
give the Canadlan Northern the bene-

fit of the long ‘haul o the
tlumber, right from ¢he maonue.
facturing point to the consuming
market. The Canadian Northern will

therefore be fnterested in shutting out
the Minnesota lumber trade, in favor
of the mills of ‘the Rainy Rlver district,

LUMBER TRADE NOTES.

The B. C. M{lls Timber and Trading
Company announces its Intentlon to
g0 out of the retall lumber business
at Winnipeg and will henceforth con-
fine Its attention strictly to the whole-
sale trade. The city yard will be
closed up at the end of April,

There I3 & promising outlook for sash
and door business this year 4n the west
and factorles are making preparations
to handle an jncreased trade. It is
not expected that there will be any
changes -in prices as last year's diat is
thought to about represent values un-
der present conditions.

Yellow pine lumber manufacturers
of the Unlited States have put a new
and higher price lst Into effect. Con-
ditions {n regard to this lumber have
Leen such for some time past that
dealers have regularly asked and re-
celved higher prices for thelr stock
than the oflicial list called for and this
new list is made with a view to secur-
ing uniformity in this respect.

Judging from the current comment
on market conditioms in the United
States that country 4s to have gn-
other boom fn the Jumber trade this
Year. Very heavy buying has recent-
1y been noted and stocks which should
‘be increasing at this time of the year
are decreasing. Hardwood shires
this condition with the softer varetles
of lumber. Prices are firm and inclined
to advance.

‘The lumber marufacturers of Brit-
ish Columbia are asking the Dominion
government to take steps to encourage
the ship-bullding industry of the Pa-
cific coast in order that a mercantile
flant may he crealed, whisk will enahle
that province to compete with the
States of Washington and Oregon in
the lumber trade. It is contended
that at present owing to the want of
vessels the lumber manufacturers of
British Columbia are not able to keep
their milis running more than half the
time, whereas Puget Sound mills are
running full time, that is day and
night. 1t is argued that it the propos-
cd United States ship subsidy bill be-
comes law in that country it will ren-
der competition on the part ot Cana-
dlan shipbuilders without assistance
an impossibility, and that the Domin-
jon government should act now in the
mnrtter and thus cecure the early es-
tablishment of a fleet of vessels ample
for all requirements on the Canadian
Pacific coast. ;

The developing scarcity of white
pine has led to a somewhat higher
range of prices, says the American
Lumberman. There has been no
change in the western and northwest-
ern lists, but some ftems are frequent-
1y sold above list prices and there s
a generally stronger feelinug which
makes price cutting less frequent and
serfous. There is a diminishing
anxiety to move what have been call-
ed surplus stocks, for the mill men are
pretty well convinced that there is, as
a matter of fact, no such thing as a
surplus. Logging all  througlht the
north country from ecast to west has
been progressing well excepting In
Malne, where too much snew has been
a serlous hindrance, but on the whole
a full log crop will be secured and
the pine, spruce and hemlock produc-
ers are congratulating themselves on
having = full supply for this season’s
operations, or at least as full a sup-
ply as they started out to get. The
mill men are pleased with this condi-
tion because they belicve that all the
stuft they can turn out this year will
be wanted at present prices If not
higher ones, while some wholesalers
affect to believe that the good log
crop and an actlve sawing season will
make marging a little better for them
than they have been.

Phtshiinb G,
J. P. Gitbert has embarked in the
newspaper business at. Grand. View,

‘having-established -the Exponent,



