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TO VIS! TINO LUMBERMEN.

Lumbetinen uisiiing Totonto aie inuited ta use the
office of the CANADA LUMBERMAN as their own. We
shail take pleasure in supplying hmnxi with eueiy con-
venience for rcceiuirg and answering theli correspond-
ence, and hold ourselues at their seiuice in riny othei
way theil nhay desire.

OUR, FOREIGN TRADE.
C.xADI.ýN lunibermiet have in the past vear,

succeeded in extending their trade with nany
foreign countries, wvbich, in the face of the de-
pression in the United States, is particularly en-
couraging. The eastern provinces have catered
largely ta Great Britain, South America and the
WVest Indies, white the statisîics whiclî appear in

our Annual Review show that British Coluitnbia is
reacbing out witl success for foreign trade.
The largest shipnients wvere made ta South
Anierica, South Africa, Australia, Great l3ritain
and Cliniit. Unfortunately, Ontario bas made
little apparent advancceent i the direction men-
tioned, apart froni Great Britain, although it is
quite possible that a larger percentage of our
itîmber %vas shipped ta ilie United States for re-
sbipiient ta foreign couintries than hieretofore.

Canada is, however, apparently slowvly awaken-
ing ta the necessity of controlliîîg ber own ex-
port trade, instead af allowing it ta be conducted
by the United States witbout any credit wvhat-
ever being given ta Canada. lu this connectian
ive note wvith pleasure the ptiblislJed statenient
that next scason vessels will probably sait be-

twveen Mlontreal and Australian points, as ire-
coniendcd by MNr. J. S. Larke, Caindiaîî Coin-
missioner for Austraîlia. At Cape Town, ici Southî
Africa, a bureau for the representation of Cana-
dian gaods bas beesi establisbied, wliere cvery
facility is affor-ded the Canadian exporter.

lJntil direct steamnship linles are establisbied be-
tween Canada and foreîgn cotilîtries the develop-
mient of aur foreign trade is likely ta be saune-
wliat slowv. lli difliculty in this direction li..s
been in obtaining profitable cargoeç both ways.

As a nicans of cxtending tlîe Canadian lumiber
trade, wve conmnîd for consideration tlîe suig-
gestion mnade by Mlr. f-laynes, af fice Tinîber
*rrades Journatl, that we slîould iuicrease our
mantiufactures of wood. Tle Iîigl carryimîg
charges practicaîlly prohihit the exportation of
low grade luniber, but werc tlîis flamber nmanui-
factured inta lurniture, etc., it could be placed
upon the foreign mnarket at a profit.

EFFECTS 0F OVER-PRODUCTION.
IN the past the tendeuîcy of luniber mntiaic-

turers lias beeuî ta alnîast enitirely disregard the
lawv ai supply and demand, and produce a large
output without giving consideration ta tlîe con-
dition and requirements af tlîe ma~rket. In his
desire to annually increase the returns irom bis
business, stinitulated by tlîe surmise that luis
neiglibar will curtail operatians, the average
manufacturer bas, year aiter yenr, continued ta
aperate on a large scale. Tlîe tiatural effect ai
this lias been ta depreciate values and ta depres-,
trade in general. Owving ta tlîe lowver prices ob-
tainied, tbe manufacturer finds at tic close of the
year tbat, whbite be may have succeeded in dis-
posing of bis entire output, tlîe prafits accruing
tbierefrom were s0 sniall as ta reduce the net re-
ceipts to a lower figure than tbe preceding year,
wlien the volume of business %vas considerabl),
less. This, in a measure, accounts for the de-
pression wvbich bas prevailed in the luniber trade
af the United States and Canada during the last
fe%%v years, ultbougli it must be admitted there
have been otiier influiential agelîcies at work.
Over-production must of necessity be followed
by a wveakenimig of tlîe market. Manufacturers
find tbemselves unable ta bold thieir stock, antd
conisequently, ta secure capital, are obliged ta
dispose af it at a lowv figure.

A striking illustration of the effect of over-pro-
duction is showv, in the cas%, af bircl tumber.
During tie wintcr of 1895-96, as the resuit af a
firmnimarket for bircbi in Great Britain, there %vas
nîanufactured a very large quantity ai this class
ai tumber, several sniall aperators cntering the
field who liad not previously taken out sqaare
timber. Quebec bouses contracted for i8-incli
average at 27 cents per cubic foot, for delivcry in
tlîe sumnier of 1896. Tlic result w~as the over-
stocking of the British nmarket and a sharp de-
crease in prices towards the close of tbe seasouî,
tie effect ai wilicb is maniiiesting itseli in the
transactions for ncxit year. WVhite 27 cents wvas
freely paid last w"inter for bircb of 18-inch aver-
aîge, the saute class af timber lias been offered at
Q uebec witbin tlîe past two weeks at 22 cents,
atîd reiused by buyers. lit wvill requirc sorte time
for the birch timber ma.rket ta regain its pobition,
in spite ai tlîe tact that consurrptian is active.

Notwitbstanding thue above facts, it is encour-
aging ta observe thiat Jumbermien are gradually
becaiinig convinccd ai the necessity ai curtailing

aperations ta a point in kecping wih lhe
mand, as is slîowu by reports whichi have r%!ac
this oflice froni over fifty clinnufac tutre rs in
tariLi. Reférring te tlie extent o! operationý
the woods, these reports state duit the outtpt

legs w~il be fully fifty pier cent. less tlia-n
wintcr. somte iiltifacturers are tiot opter,
at .1i', whlite others lire putting iîî a very I
stock. These remarks do miot apply ta tlt
tawa valley, wvhere the production wvill pro,,.
be equai ta last season, or te thc niorth-we 5 .
section af Ontario, whiclî supplies tbe MNtii
mark<et.

Thîis ch'creased output inist have an appt.
able clTcct upon the market, andl should the l.
Of 1897 develap s.itisf.ictorily, the over-lire.
tien of lumber slow upon the market Nvili hec,
a tlîing af tic past.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Tiu IDominion Rifle Association have sek

plans for the proposed Canadian lle.idqu.rt:
Bisley, ta be crccted tic caniing Sp.
The building, estimated ta cast $7,500, 1I
be constructed entirely af Canadian w,
and shlould serve ta showv the adaptability of
lumber for building purposes. Caniadian fur
men sbould not allow this opportunsity to
without taking steps ta secure the erection
building such as will be a credit ta Car
Thîis rnay be accomplisbied by liaving the f
af woods sttilized in its construction.

TuEp necessity of abtaining as mucb first.
lumiber as possible out af a stock af Iogi
tiever more apparent than at the prcsm~t;
White coarse lumber lias been a drug o:
market and lias depreciated iii value durini
period af inactivity, the better grades have
in good denand at firm prices. In tbe ca
wvhite pille this lias been particularly notici
To meet the extreme competition, it is noî
nlecessary ta reduce the cost of manuf.icû
every possible mariner, hut aise ta thoro
study the demands af the market, and end
ta supply sucli stock as ivili meet ivith a1
siale at remunerative prices. Ilad more atti
been given te this matter in the past, it is
sible that the large stocks af coarse lumbet
on the market miglit have been turned la
profitable accounct.

A co:uu'%wîso.s for the past ifteeui yearsi
number of sailing vessels leaving Quebec
how rapid bas been the decline af tlîe busir
tiîat part. According to J. Bell Fa-rsyth's
lar, 459 vessels, wvitlb a capacity of 380,ix&
cleared froni Quebec in 1881. In 1886 the
ber wvas reduced ta 325, in 1891 ta 2 0 5,
î8q5 ta, 86 vessels. The seasan afi ,
credited wvith an increase, the total sailini
ing 103 and the aggregate tannage 82,6:!2.
number af steamiers wvas alsa, larger, the i
being go, against 58 in the previotis
Whbite Montreat is likely ta maintains its1
position as a sbipping part, it is quite pi
that some of the old-time vigor wvill be r(
ta Quebec as a result of the extension of ti
industry, much af the raw materiaf for wl
found in tie adjacent districts. Direct ra
nection with the wc3t and the impraver
the shipping facilities at the Ijarbar tvot
assist in this direction.


