18 THE CRITIC.
CITY OHIMES. carnod by tho Company during its short sosson in our city. This oven.
. . ing and to-morrow afternoon ** Ship Ahoy " is on the programme, and to.
Texrus Ft - t.—~Another month nearly gone. Weare haviugvery fino | oo o ovoning ** Baccaccio ” ia to bo prosented. Ship Aboy " hos hod a

weather for t! 5 scasop. True this woek has not had many pleisant days)
although it tegan most auspiciously, Our Indian summeor 18 yot to como,
80 tho wiso {o.k say, 80 that oven dull November has 1ts bright spot, and wo
may yot have more warm days ore tho win‘er gets in,

How 10 DRESS WELL —People like to be decoived,” 80 an old saying gocs,
Woll perhaps they do, but I think we all rather enjoy being undoceived
sometimes, It maynot be plessant when you have just congratulsted your-
self, my lady friend, upon having secured * an awfully stylish gown,” to
bo told that you have made a mistake 1n 1nagimng that you are going to
lock your best whea you array youcself therein, but if you gain somo healthy
ideas on the important subject of how to dress becomingly you will surely
feol tho bister ptl was worth swallowing. As 1 to!d you last weok I was
promised by Mrs. Heonretts Russell that I might thus week bave some fow
of her ideas on art in dross for the benefit of my readors. Mrs. Russoll
firmly bolieves that with a knowledgo of color overy woman could dress as
woll as sho now does on half the money that she now expends, and at the
same tune look twice as well. This is a sweeping statemont, and if it be
proven true is worthy the considerativn of every woman who would make
tho most of Lier dross a.luwance and set off her personal charms to the best
advantage. Mrs. Russoll also declarcs that no woman, young or old, should
wear black , it deopons the shadows 1n the face and, ob wornb'e thought!
makes onv lvok o d.  Now it appears to me that a large number of peoplo
have an idea that black is universally becoming. Mrs. Kussell opines that
it is popular with many because it ev effectually conceals tho dirt.  Qf course
in Halifax wo bave to have some c othes that will not mmmedit ioly show
traces of the soot and smoke with which we must more or less co:te 1n con-
tact, but if wo take Mrs. Russell’s advice we will not wear black,

One of the bost rules, says Mrs. Russell, is to ma‘ch the color of tho hair
for streot gowns, of the eyes for houso drcsses and tea gowos, nd of the
gkin fur ovening dresses. For instance a8 woman with a yeJdow skin 2annot
afford to wear blue, but will find herself kezonungly dressed if she soleots
some of the yellow whites or yellow pinks. Any color one has i3 height-
ened by adding wore of that culor, blue eyes are b'uer if the ownor ba
dressed in bue, only the dress must not be bluer than the eye¢s, which
sbould furn tho brightest point in the who'e cifect. Those who are the
fortupate possessors of beautiful teeth do wel’ . v wear white, but not purer
white than the color of the teoth, There are but three primsry co'ors, red,
blue snd yel ow, and no one should woear co’or that 1s brighter thao the red.
blue or yelluw tones that nature Las given her. Says Mrs, Russell, * never
wear a color you can givo 8 namo to—or match 1o a ehop,” A color to
which you can give a nameo i3 too Dpear a primary color. Mrs. Russell
approves of soft, light, preity house dresses, and also constders them econ.
omical since they can be made of inexpensive matenal and sive the street
dresses. She cunsiders dresses formed of contrasting co ors vu'gar, since
the taste which seclecte decidéd contrast in colors is ciude indeed. In
general she thinks purples and greens very trying and should be avoided
by almo:t everyono. Green can bo worn by stout women with plooty of
color, or by wumen with grecen eyes. (How many will vcknowledge that
there is green in their eyes.)

Whie Mrs. Russeil was giving me the foregoing information, which 1
have given 10 you in a'most her own words, the 1dea was doveloping 1o my
mind that one wou d find it anything but easy to select becoming co ors 1n
Halifax ; but Mis. Russell’s rewark just at this point set at rest this dis-
turbing thought. * Halifsx wumen are woll up to the Iatest styles but have
simply no ar.io their gress, yet suitab.e and artistic goods can bo obtained
in every store of any consequence in your city.” *1f they only krew,’
said I, @ preper colors when they see them."” * Just the pouwnt, thoy have not
a knowledge of color.”

Of course underneath this study of color, for study 1t 1s, hes funda-
meontal principles, porhaps foremust among which 18 the law of parailelism,

Mrs, Ruesoll’s drawing room c'ass, composed of lzdics who move 1n tho
upper society circle of the city, is progressing very favorably. Several
young ladies ara taking private les:ons 1o pbysical cnlture ote., aud it scems
that Delsartism is now well founded in Hasifax.

Next week I hope to have some valuablo suggestions in arnistic decora-
tion of the home which may be accepiable to the home makers among my
readers.

|

Tak Crose oF THE Orera —Thoe opera season has all but ended.
Excelrent poiformances and largo audiences have provailed throughout the
three weeks in which the Grau Opera Company has played in the Academy
of Music. Miss Edith Mason has won much well merited praise, and her
charming sppearanco and clear sweot vuico ®ili long be remembered with
p'easurc. Miss Alice Car o too haa taken splendid.y, snd her finely cul-
tivated voice bas found many admirers among our theatre goers. Miss
Bessio Fairbairn is undoubted.y ono of the mo:t valuab ¢ members of the
Compabny, ber voice is good, and ber imporesonstion of the characters sho
assumes almost p rfect.  Miss Ada Berzard, the bright-faced, pout maiden,
no wattor what her roll may be always pleases. Among the men fulk of
the Company Mr. T. H. P’ersso unguestonably takes firat p aco as a singor.
His beautiful tenor has boen heard to advantsge ia the uporas which have
been put on, and bas afforded gro-t dolight to all music lovers among his
audionces. Mr. Hermsn Waldo his also won favor., The inimitable
Stanley Felch has furnished a Inrge amount of fun, and has takon his
various parts most creditably. In his fun making he has been ably
supported by Mr. Bell. The other .nombers of the company have each and
all done their full sharo towa:ds securing tho success which hag heon

good reception so far this week, and there will probably bo largo houses
to-night and toamorrow. It having bron annwuccoed at tho first of the woek
that ** Pinafore " would likely be given a8 a clc ing porformancs, there wore
many expressions of disappointment when it was found that this fino old
opora was not to bo sung. Howover no doubt tho powers that ru'e the
Company have good reason to docide as thoy have. The Grau Company
may foel aesured of a wolcomo in Ilalifax at any future date,

Tue Porrrar Srort.—Tho football games of tbo season are proving quite
a8 interesting 0s snticipated, and hive beon witnossed by largo crowds of
epoctators.  So far tho teaws of the !"nited Servico have not beon in luck
the scniors having teen defrated by both Waundorors and Dallwousians and
tho juniors not yot haviog borne ff tho palms. However the enl is not
yet and the play from now on will bo watched if possible with incroased
intorest,

Tug Miuirany Tovrsameyr.—For some weeks preparations for the
Military tournament havo been io progress, and 1o effort bas been cunsidered
to groit or time too precious to baspent in making perfoct the p'ans arranged
fir this event. The soldiers have been thoroughly interes ed in tho work
snd under the guidance of Col. Isaacson, who h.s had much oxperience in
monagieg the Loudon tournaments, and of Capt Lavge, an ab'e gymnast,
haveo nccomplished wondera. The first part of tho tournament came off at
tho Exhibition Building last ovening and was large’y at onded. This even-
ing another exhibition of ekill at arms, tug-of war, and other competitions,
will bo given. In this garrison city, whoro the military hold such an impor-
tant position, such ontertainmonts as theso shou d find a large number of
inter sted and onthusiastic spectators.

Too Late.—The time is past whon every papor one picks up advises
him 2 go to the Fair if he can possibly beg. borrow or get thejmoney in any
way atall. It is now teslae to go to the Fair. Those who have been
fortunate ensugh to have witnessed the host of sights to bo seen. and whe
have treathed for & time the uniquo atmosphere of excitment in and sur-
rounding T ckson Perk are to be cungratulated. They have had an experienco
ripo with epjoyment and knowledge which in all prubabili y wul not fall ts
their lot sgain We who hive been compolled to stay at home a~d keep
things running are no* sorry that it isover. Wo are getling tired, at least a
good many of us aro, of he.ring of al! wo are missing. and as our numerous
friends who have been moro favored rhan we delizht ia tel ing us, in season
and out of season, of what they saw in Chicago, we have a fair ides that we
have missed a great deal and w nt to forget what un ucky morials wo aro,
A good'y representation of Ha'ifaxians have registered at the Csnadian
Pavilion snd are now returning full of ontbusiasm over tho greatest show
on earth,

A Puinter —A charity which has been tiken up in Boston is the
furnishing of street car ticke's to poor inval.ds for rides in the suburbs of
the city. This idea has nothing especially brilliant in it, but it has cer
tainly beon the me3us of doing mnch cood. Cuuld not soms ph. anthropic
citizen, or citizens, of Halifax, take a hint from our Boston friends, and ia a
very simple way furnish a great degrco of pleasuro to evmne lives that are
o mo«* strangers t> enjoyment To be sure our cars do not run into the
suburbs, but the outing would be a pleasan chinge for sume shut ins. Any
chariiab'o society, or the youug people’s societies of our churches, wou'd bo
glad to furpish the names and a<dresses of such inva ids as would approc:
ato a tram 1ide, and although the scasou is late yet these autumnal days are
vory enjoyable. DPerhaps as Halifuxians are proverbially slow, nothing will
bo done in this line this year, but won!d it no' bo well to ¢ make a note on
it,” % la Captain Cuttle, and in the spring time putitineeffl-ct. To gwwoa
s:are of poor, tired women, sged invalide or sick y littlo ones a pleasant
af orooon's ou'ing wou'd not cost at tho o.side mure than s couple of
dol'ars, and would certainly be a wiso iuvestmeat of tho money, what de
you think Cuira,
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