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ASBI-SrOS MiINWNG IN QlJEBEC.

lly 1.,. I. vie.

'lho nasbestes mines of fica Province of Quabea tire, nt tisa praglnt doy,
of specialinluero-t t) thsa nhining and iedtustriý41 %arid, front tisa fiat tisat in
c50 far as Xiaw knowvu ihcy rciaytoptaeon tisa ouly dopcsits w4tc, tii
Ininiera], oi a quaiity ad.aptei fer ipanning, and fur tha ficer purposa of
mnufacture, cat bel profutably cijtaiucd.

Tisa rocks wi:h whic the :sboatos veins -ira asiatod in Quaisco con-
stitute a somctt-hat, diatinct spi ies, which h.-vo. for tise Iaqt th.rty yeari, been
knovn under tise iiause of tise Il Quebca, Croup. Thesy comprise an

c.Ntoeniva and inipottant devèioptuent of belli seditiant-ry asnd aruiptive
rocks, which axtend bhoghu theocstain pirt of tisa Province, fratn tisa

Vesc-morst boundsry to liso extiruuy of Gaqr.é poîsissuls. Thcy aro uaL
iccognized in tiseir entirel), in an)y ailer part of Cssnada, thougs certain
îsrrtionsI of tha Croup ara foutid in thoir extension soutbward int<a tha
U'nited States. Cro"sing the Gulf cf St. Lawrence ti:ay, hoiwevor, farni a
vûcry cxtcnsiva belt in tisa ieiand of N(ifound!and, wisare, mote particulirly

~certain pain a on tisa %cst caist, tha siama sories cf siates adtns
dioriies and rFerpentines occur, thse whoio presa:.tirtg featuros both frein

reologicail and nîiueralugicii sti-ndpoints, vssry sirnilar tu what ara soe la
isis poition of Canada. WVhiie these rocks in Nowfoundiand have, ta a
certain c-xtcnt, beon traced out, no avstetu itic senrcis for a.qbe&tos has as yot
bêec usade, thougla tisat thea minerai occurs tht ra nt a number of points, and
iii a vatic-ty cf forme~, la cicariy indicatcd by tha speclînens wisich hava froin
tire o tne a been obtuined la tise coursa cf tisa ganersi goiagical exploration
of tisaIland. S tisa cf tho.ta sîsecimens haong ta the Croup of actinolitie
muinasals liku tise depoëita fuusd lna Potton and B1)iton, but among othars
obacrvcd frein that contry ware simples of vain a8beslos, elqutilig in
quuaiity uny obtained at Thetford, and hiaving ui fibre frui two te tirea inciss
in icagthi.

Tie muinerai asbeslos prerser belongs ta tha hornblende or pyroxona Croup
cf minerais, whila tlhat of Quebea, cuarnly kîîown by tisis naine, is in
rea!ity a vat-ety af serpentines ns:nu±rtliugiciiy known as chirysotila. IL is
fc.und ln Iha eastera to%,filiîps of Quobet, in smail îsLins ocuniug in

msae cf terpei-aeu whici ferra a -cries of di.sconuoc.ed misses, gancraily
tuf sinall extent, «urioilrdcd 1-y igriccus icck, principally dioritia, but
occaeionbliy rising titrougi great outcro3is of siates or sciàlts Sarnetimas,
lsoivcver, thosa inanas cf serpentinus assume such proportions as te ratik
altrst as tueutitain ti-igel.

1Ptlur to ISSO, tise gtaAcr psart csf thsa fina &absto3 firea idpted for
ilpiniuing cime from the mines cf Italy and Corsica, and owving te tisa
difficuhty witil wvhich kt was obttis:cd, nd its exceluiuinisliy fune qality,
cotunzanded a vcery isigis lance ina usa inantket., raaching sss niuci es $:250 ta

z'3(JO per tors ;-but tisa discovery cf tuei chrysotla depoaits ln tho Province
of' Quebec cf a quility equaliy wtli adapted fer spinning ai thit of Itaiy,
talion in count-etiou with tha fact that titasa %veru aiîua'.d diractly aong a
lina of rsiiwaoy within short isassluge of a slsijsîing, po:t, alinost revoiutionizaid
ti.c industry, and fisas lately r.aariy dose1 tisa Dtaliau iiiiec.

Mnchi cf the so-r-.shicd asbestus of thesa nsine3, hoevar, la not ai ipted
for élpinuing, and la uaed fur the minufixctura cf miIi1-bii-d, peis tinta,
etc., usis l aise tic output frein sucis mines in tisa Unit,-d Stites as hiavea been
ivorking inare or letâ coustantiy for tisa last Lsvcnty ycars. Thoa outptut cf

VISa Qutbi c mines bug even atready h.d. such an cttect upon thesau thit thisai
I>rsenu. outplut la Iprob3biy rcau-ccly onc.tanth cf what it re-ached tan
3 ctrs ago.

lu Ontatia a large quantity cf tise ininera. actinolit;-, a membar of tisa
liorubianda f.iasiy, la mincd atud ground et B;ridgowater, in llastings Catny.
Trlsi is used for cernent aoufiîsi', beitig inixed fur tbut purpise with tar, tisa

fbous textureocf tise uiteriei bc-ir. sueis as ta aiiow cf lt-3 fedting, but net
for elsinning.

«Fha cerpeniina cf Qticbec, wbich is realiy abbe3toa.be.uring to an extent
wilch can be pttfi-.Lly worked, la cinfinad Io a cotiip-irativciy- iiniltcd arcsa,

iLà urc lis.icul4.'Y tu ot 3I ts I tlic tuivrt.Pis f T.s.ationd,
Itrlittd. Coieraine utd NWo'fcrtowrî, int wlich l.Jcali:.irs auçcesfai xniuing
ti.eralitr.s Li.se 1leen cairicci on fu.r sorta years. Bat t % en la thesa di:tsiits
li.caa are sga portiuus cf tisa tarpi-uhine brIts wich. in 80 f.r ais yet p:ovei,
have d..c!<ge«d nu aébe.tIoq is qa3xutity ta ha qcuuoiaiciiy avaiiab:e. Tha
14.t1k csîiag ise irarcisant.blo sssbe&.t<a i. ,-ituvr.lly a gre-yih ivethering

aurestu f rtî.a sisado tf ýren cx1 fresi finautu, g.ýnori.aly a gîiyilsi
gilceil, in wii ara contained nuîuierc.u. essituli patiales of i.-en, buth

irglàu!ic Ar.l ei.rorstc, is.ola &(-uemaiy thse fumier. vtrtIeiîai, hava a
i.,h.ck5, i ard, chipspy -is,,cct dos nut nîpsuutly pirotîsisu wiv&, nor doctsa r ock

wisî veztliscs a dily suidish browis. lis it, 3%brilo h)eàti.sg rock liropor
tho dius of! nsi~cs are secrs, it!.out suny tipaciai arra"non~at, intcrsectïng

11-c oasf thics gteneiaiiy lu eveîy di:ceiou, but fs;r i lie inôft pirzt at a
Cc>LSiulCab:Carsgic buth Io uhrsa e.riitsicnlcr aniJ loriziutal. Certain

p)culiatr sragteiecf uheta veicS are, liooavcr, noted lis ceitii areas, nà
et isalCicig lires.' naine iii li:land, wtte tise serpentinea appra o b
r-gnh:rh tara:îilicd icst iii tho nianner cf uandis-one or quarizito iii Inycrs
Cil pirg Io *.ho nortiswss, an.d tha reina of asbisc aî'paiently folio W whar,

I.n sdasotîyricits, would hc rugarded as ti.a licdding pslante. lu savacral
uslLer isIacc se ùvviii, few in nximisr, cut ilho rtckl, in n most huiiz.>ntta1

poi;ua sd when found la a kunoli ciu ho trfaceul ccrss frein ana gide of
ta bil t-j ii.o oiher rie3riy on tho enma place, but as a zulo tisa veins are

irtegulsrly îslaced.
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