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|¥or Tu cuiric.|
“ONLY A SUIT OF ARMOUR."

Only « suit of armouy,
30 rusted and eo old,
'I'he one that used to wear it,
Has long since turned to would,

Unly a dented helmet,
Left from the long ago ;

'ho liead that used to wear it,
Hax long stnce been latd low.

Only o broken swondelilt,
. Lying on the floor ;
Where 14 the hand to wield it ?
Asin tho duys of yore.

And many 8 weary tile
oo tailed feet liave trud,
¥ire that stalwart frame
Wan Jalil beueath tho sud,

And ever and forever,
It thus has been the way,
All thinga sinco the world began,
. Have fullen to decay.*
CotLees Baws,
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MARVELS OF MEMORY.

If “all great peopls bhuve great memorics,” us Sir Arthur lolps
declares in his delightful book entitled * Sucial Pressuro,” it by no weans
follows that all thoso who are porsessud of great momories aro * great
people.” Muny sn instance -might bo cited to show that wen of very
moderate ivtelleatun! capacity may be endowed with o powsr of memory
which is truly prodigions. In addition to this there ure plenty of well
authenticated examples of the extraovdinary power of wemory displayed
even hy idiots. In the memoirs of Mrs. Somerville there is a curious
arconnt of a wmost extravrdinary verbal memory, ¢ There was sn idiot in
Edinburgh,” she tolls us, ¢ of a respectable fumily, who had a romurkable
wemory.- He never failed to go to the kirk Sunduy, and on roturning homo
would repeat the sermon, saying : * Hero the ministor coughed ; here he
stopped to blow his nose.’ During tho tour wo mudo in the Highlands,”
sho udds, * we met with another idiot who knew the Bible so well that if
you asked him where such a verse was to bo found he could tell without
hesitation and repeat tie chapter” Theso examplos aro sufficiontly
remarkable ; but what shall be said of the caro cited by Archdescon Fearen
it his*valuable pamphlet on * Mental Vigor1” * Thore was in my father's
parish,” saya tho Archdencon, “a mun who could semember the day when
every pereon had been buiied in the parish for thirty-five years, and could
repeat with unvarying acouracy tho name and age of the deceased, with tho
mourners at the funeral. DBut he was a complete fool Out of the lino of
burials ho had but one idea, and could not give an intelligible reply to a
single question, nor bo trusted to feed himself.”

‘These phenominal ipstances sy bo watchied by the Sussex farm
laborer, George Watson, us wo find recorded in Houne's * Table Book.”
Watson could not read nor write, yet ho was wont to perform woudrous feats
of mental calculations, and his memory for events ssomed to bu almost
faultless. ¢ But the most extraordinary circumstance,” eays Hone, ¢ ia the
power ho possessed of recollecling tho cvents of every duy from au early
period of his life. Upon being acked what day of the week a givon day of
tho month occurred, he immediately names it, and slso mentions whore ho
was snd what was the state of tho weather, A\ gentleman who had kept a
diary, put many questions to him, and his auswers were invariably correct.”

Of a similar kind ix the memory for which Daniel McCartuey hns become
fumous in the United States  The strange atory of this man's achievemonts
is told by Mr. Henkie in the Journal of Speculatice Philosophy. McCart-
ney, in 1869, declared that he could remember the day ot the week for any
date from Javuary, 1827— that is, from the time he was nino years and four
months old—forty-two sud a-half years. Io bas often been tested, and so
far as Mr. Hebnkie's account goes. had not failed to tell his questioner what
day it was, and it give some information about the weather, aud about his
own whereabouts and doings on upy of the 15,000 or move dates that might
bo named. When Mr, Henkie first met this man >f marvellous memory ho
was employed in the office of the Hon. T. K. Rudenbrod, editor of the
Salem Kepubli-an, where nothing better could bo found for McCartney to
do than *‘turn the wheel of the printing press two days of cach week.”
On the first formal examination this man underwent, his answors were
fested by roference to the file of a newspaper, which gave tho day of the
week along with the dato, In one casoe his answor was disputed, for tho duy
he named was nol the ssme as that given by the paper ; but on further
inquiry it was found that the newspaper was wrong, for the printer had
wade o mistake. Shorthand notes ¢f tho convorsation wore taken at subso-
quent interviows. Tho report of these is vory curious reading. Take the
following as a sample: Question—October & 18281 Answer (in two
seconds)—Wednesduy. It was cloudy, and drizeled rain ; I carried dibner
to my father, whero he was getting out coul. Question— February 21, 18291
Answer (in two scconds)—Sulurday. It was cloudy in the morning and
clear in the afternoon ; there was a little snow onu tho ground. An uncle
who lived near sold a horso Deast that day for 235. And so the conveisation
1an on for hours, ranging over forty years of McCartnoy’s personal | istory.
Mr. Henkie tolls us that if he went over somo of tho dates again, after a
a few days’ interval, tha answers, although given in ditfercut terms, were
essentially thoe same, * showing distinctly thut he remembered the facts and
not words previously used.” McCartney's memory is uot cunfined to Jates
and eventa ; he is a 1ore calculator, can give the cubs root of such numbers

200 tunes ; has o singularly oxtensive and accurate knowledge of googiaphy,
and never furgets the name of a person he has oneo sovn or read of.  With
all this singular power of memory, however, ho is not a mun whose genoral
grasp of mind is at all notoworthy.—Chambers’ Journal, ’
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HOW PERFORMING ANIMALS ARE TRAINED.

People who go to the circus aud see horses, olephauts, monkeys, and the
like perforin wondorful tricks must often ask themselves how the animals
s1o taught to do them. A\ writer in the Matin, having interviowed soveral
circus colebrities, undurtakes 1o sati<ty their curivsity.” M. Loyal, who has
heen ring-mnstor of the loading Paris circas for thirty-two years, supplies
interosting iuformation concerning horses, ‘¢ The horse,”” ho says, contrary
to general bLeliof, * is tho wost stupid unimal on earth, o has only one
fuculty—momory. You wmust teach him his eacrcises with the caveason and
the long whip,  Haviug forced them into his head, you must uso the short
whip when ho resists and give him a carrot when he ohevs.  Whipa and
carrots fortn tho secrot of the trainer.  Thu horse muat be from five to sevon
years old ; bieforo that age ho is loo spirited, ufter it his muscles uro not
olastic onough. The tirat thing to do i3 to nccustom your horse to the riug,
to make him run round regularly, and then to stop at a given sigual. To
nccomplish thig, the snimal is brought into the ring. I'ho trainer holds in
his lefi hand a tether, which is passd into the cavesson, a kind of iroun
crescent armed with sharp points fixel on the noso of the horsn; in his
right hund hie holds the long whip. Beliind tho animal an assistant, with
a atout short whip, ia posted. The tiainar culls un the horao to start, and,
pulling his tethor and smacking bis long whip, forces him to gallop ronud.
If ho rofuses, the ag<istant uses his whip wso; if he is obadinut, he is
rowarded with a carrot.  ‘Fo make him stop short, the trainer ciacks his long
whip again, while tho assistant with his shuit whip throws himself suddenly
*in front of the animal, and the result is obtamed.” M. Loyal tells us that
* tho horsgo has a groat objection to kuechayg or lying down at any momant.
This feat is taugirt by means of iton dracelots placed on his ankles and
attached to n tether held by the trainer, ho, by sudden jorks or pulls as ho
is moving makes him fall or kneol. "Lho auim.l remembors the lessons, and,
by dint of whip and carrot, ultimately performs thiom at the more command
of the trainer. The horse is taught to danco to music in the simo way wtih
the fuot bracclets.” As regards the learned horse, who opens hoxes and
takes articles out of thewm, here is how the animal is trained to doit. I
first got a carrot,” saya M. Loyal. * I place it in a bix. 1 then lead the
horso to the box. He smells the carrot, lifts up the hd of thoe box with his
vose and takes out the vegaetable, which he is allowed to eat. ‘The next
day, before letting the horse free, I show him a handkercluef full of bran.
Ho takes it and tries to eat it. I themn lot him looso. He ruus to the box,
but—Dbitter deception —it is empty, The day after I resumo tho exercise,
but this time the horse finds tho handkerchiof with the bran in the box.
Heo takes it out, and I reward him with a carrol. [ decrease the amount of
bran in the handkerchief every day, uutil in the end 1 put merely the
haudkerchief in the box Tha horso briugs it to moe, nnd gets his ¢uerot. T
then reduce the sizo of the cirrot every day, until at last [ give him nothiug.
The horae vontinues to porfurm with the handkerchief, in t":0 hope of
gotting the carrot.” With respuct o dugs, M. Changenx, who is vow
exhibitivg a troupo of them at the Nouveau Arquo, says their education 1s
s work of time and pationce, Sometimes it takes two years. [ use
neithor sugar gor whip,'” he informs us. 1 tike my dog in my hands, talk
to him, and try tv wakoe him understaud what he 15to do. I perform the
tricks mwyself, aml the dogs follow and mmitate me.” At proscut ho is
showing a carriage dog which performs on the singlo wire, I will tell ycu
how I taught him to becomo an equilibrist. [ made him firat of all walk
on a plank which was balanced to and fro. The plank was gradually
reducod in width every day, and the movoment acceleratad At leoyth tho
plank dwindled down to a parrow slip ; this was replic-d Ly a loug vound
stick, and ultimately the dog found himself on the single wire.”” Stringe
to say, this dog is Ulind. M. Chaugenx siys scent is the great quality
rwhich onables dogs to perforin some tricks.  For example, the poodles who
play our duminves are taught by thoie scent. Thoe trawuer touches the
dominoes which the dog has to pliy, and the auimal, smething them, picks
them out from the rest and plays them. The pigis sud to bo tho most
diflicult animal to train. Tuny Grice, tho clown, does not behisve in learned
pigs. Thoy aro to Lo faught only by their weak point—their gluttony.
“When I havo got my young pig,” he says, * | begin ou the principie that
1 shall obtain nothing from him without satistying his appetite. I feed him
mysolf, and during a few days I vary his food in order to find out what he
likes best.  As soon as.I have discovered his favorad dish, I deprive him of
it complotely. 'This dish is my great talisman. ‘The chief pig [ am now
porforming with prefors beef fat. 1 put a piece in my pocket. 1 jump
over hurdles, and tho pig follows me, doing likewise. In this way he loarns
his exercises, and gels his fat. 1 decroise the picco of fat every day, and
at last I give him nothing. Should he refuso to work I thirash hiw till he
does, snd having completed his performances, I recompense him with his
favorite meal.” “L'he elephant, ou the contrary, is very intellizont, snd his
educstion would bo easy bus for his cumbersomo weight, which forces the
trainor to have recourso to crusl woeans. Ior instaucy, 1o mike him raiso
and hold out his foot, an iron rinyg with sharp poiuts i> placed on it, and
being drawn by o rope the points coter the tlesh.  The clophant, fecling the
pain, ‘fts up his foot and keeps it in the air till tho pun ceases. Aflor a
few topotitivug, ho vomembers tho pain, sndeat the sight of the iron ho

mises his foot  His iustructivn, thanks to his imtelligence, is socon
completed. Some slephants ara taught in less than a fortnight 10 play on a

as b9, 319 ; or 571,787, ete, ; can repeat some 250 hymne, and start about ' drum, work a tuioycle, and beg on their hind logs.—Pull Mall Gazzlte.



