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second cluss sergeants, and from the thitd
corporals,

‘Theso oflicers and non counuissioned ofli:
cers are held responsible for quietuéss and
good behaylour in the barracks and bme
racks rooms, and for the discipline of the
squads minrching to class vooms or else.
where, they also company at pewndes, o
fore the purado is handed over to the regu-
Jur oflicere,

In regard to_discipline tho closest super-
vision i3 exercised over the cadets at all
hours and under nlmest ull cireumstanees;
amd when the number of oflicers, 50, is con-
sidered in comparison with the number of
cadets, 246, little ditticulty can be found in
carrying out the system. At the sitme time
aprinciple ¢f honour is inculcued into the
minds of the young ren, aud has become
indentificd with their feelings. A cadel's
word is believed, and tho eadet oflicer and
non commissioved oflicer receive the sup-
port of their comrades in execntion of their
duties.

To illustrate cleatly the system pursued

at West Point, it mey be well to follow the
carcer of a young tan from nis first nomi-
nation up to tho time of his passing the
final examinntion. ‘Yo obtain admission into
the Academy, "a nomivation is necessary
from the Secretury of State for War, on the
recommendation of the representative in
Congress of one of the several districts then
unrepresented in the Academy. Each con-
gressional district, and there are now 300
1s entitled o one representutive. Several
of theso districls, however, fail to send
cadets, _owing to the distance the spurse
population, and the difhculty in some dis-
tricts of obtaining sufiicient education to
cuable the lads o puss the required exnmi-
nation. Inaddition (o this made of admis.
sion, the President of the United States 1s
allowed to newminute ten cadets in each year
generally selected from sous oflicers who
ha'vp served or are serving in the army.
. The nomiuation is followed by a qualify.
Ing examination in the month of June if
ossible, if not in August. A knowledge of
Enghsh reading and writing, ame acquain-
taco with the first four rules of arithmetic
of reduction, simple and compound pro
portion, vulgar and decimal fractions, of 1he
elements of the English gramm:r, of geo
graphy, and of 1he history of the United
~‘>:a:cs,.1s all that is considered necessmy,
the object being thut the common schools
of tho coumtry accessible to wil should be
able to furnish suflicient education for en-
lrance into the Academy.

As the age of tdmission is from 17 to 22,
thequallﬁc;uions demanded  are not high,
and arein the reach of the vast majority of
the people,  Many of the candidates ave, of
ourse, cducated beyond  these reauires
loets, and¥tis found practically that un*
383 young man has recetved mstruction
tomewhat in excess of that demnanded, he
ml, excopt he possess great ability and
powier of aipplication, fail in’ the subscquent
xawinations,and conscquently be forced to
lravo the Academy.

\ ¢ cadet,who, by tho way, mustnnt bo
¢ssthan five feet in hieight, hos to pass 3
txamimation by a Medical Baard, to uscer-
Winwhether to use the words of the regu

51}908, ‘“‘he possesses the requicite physical
Rility 10 Serve his country in tho arduous
22d laborious station ofn militiry officer,

lonl): at the time of his examination,

‘H'!_unng his life, until~ -0 shall divable

iL" laving sotisfied these conditions,

Is1equired 10 take an oath ofallegiance to
ustitution and Government of the Umted
188, tho oath sineo the war of. 31561,

9

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

, specilying the priority of allegiance t
United States over any that may be due o
an judividual state. ‘e then becomes
linbde) to miilitary service for cight years, if
S0 regquired.*

Supposing him o have joined in June, o
is at onco allotted to » company nceorhing
ta his sizo, awd gocainto g Duatieg the
two months ho is under canvis, he beemes
acquainted with iis cluss nuites, and selects
one of the svme ewmpwy (to which bhis
choice 13 limited), to shate his voom,

August, he parses ito the fourth or jone.t
clags 1o rise yeurly in turn, and alter ex
amination, to the third, second and first
classea,  During these four yeas, the lol-
lowing course of instiuction is persued,

L. Infuntry, artillery, and cavalry e
tics; and military police and diseipline.

2. Use of the sword, biyonet, &c,

3. Mathemutics.

4. French language,

4. Sprnish lapguage,

6. Drawing,

T. Chemical physics, chemistzy winesa.
logy and geology.

8. Nataral and experimentsl phitosophiy.

9. Urdnance, gunnery, and the dutics of &
Military Laboratory.

10. Ethices, snd National, Internationaland
Muitary Low.
11, Practieal Militare Bagineering JLi-
tary Signalling, and Telegraphing.
12 Muditary and civil engineering, and the
science of war.
As thecadet is suppozerd lohave received,
and in many inztances las recctied, oaly

@ NoTi.—}t has never bheer necossary to in-
sist ot the (elflment of thts Pprovi<s by anwilidng
cuglers, as caumialons are val.ahie prizes, ant
Hy far the grester mnjonity make thesaragy thelr
career for i osach lusger perist thatt tatstipn.

o the } the most elen

When stadire comniencecs at the cwml of

o8t

1entary education before reach
Cing the Academy, it must bo grauted that
[ to acyuive in anv useful degreen knowldego
‘of the subijeets contained in this catalogue
of ftudies, will requice closo and almost in-
+ cossant apphaation.  Such. on reference to
' the reguiations for the employment of time
| proves to be the case,
From early morning until bed timo, the
{ cidet’s ime iz mapped out and occupied ;
}stndy, pirades, and militay exeicises sue.
cod ereh other with little intermession s aad
retaxation is afforded, not by amusement,
© hiat by o change of study, or by the training
{ of the bady in plies of the mind,  Except-
|ing on Sutapdays and Sundays, when the
» perind of leisure 1s somewhat extended, the
- endet hag never mare than  halt an hour nt
# time for receeation, supposmg that e
emplovs, as i1 intended, tho tune ho re-
maing in his room tar .privato stuwly. ‘The
system is 10 give instruction in tho class
100ms at what avo termed recitations, after
thie lessons set by the professors or assiatant
professors have been prepared privately in
the calets’ toom.

‘Tho several classes are paraded in small
detachments, generally of not more thw
twelve, mnd marched to the class roots,
which aro airy and  fully large enough for
the number they esntain.

Erery cudot is usualiy ealled up and ex-
amineld gice voce at each recitation, notes
prepued from  memury aud seritten on
large,slites attached to the will being per
mitted to assist tho replics. The most com-
pleto silence and the gretest attention is
enforeed nd  becames a habit, the small
namber under instraciion pernutiing of the
closest supervision.  The following tablo of
the cnployment of  tim~ will give an idea
of tho careful minner in which each diys’

|

tated,

work is mapped out.

Tuble of the Emplogent of Time al the United States Military Academy.
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