Juxn 10, 1873.]

INSTRUCTION OF INPANTRY.

“In pursuance of my order dated Bms,
4th of July, 1872, I ordnin~thoraport ol tho
generals relutivo thereto having been hid
beforo mo—that tho following rules como
into use iu the instruction of infantry, until
furthororders : —

# 1. When actually under tho cnomy’s
firo tho wvmployinent of battahion colummns
can only bo justified by special civeum.
stances. ‘Chonormal fighting formtion of
thafirst line is therelro to b in company
columns. The battalion must, however,
utider all circumstances be in the hands of
their commanders, who command their com.
pany columns in the swumoe way as tho
regimental commander does  bhis batta
lions,

2, When the BEnemy's fire teuders it
neecessary, tho *tretfon’ (bedi: s of troaps) in
vear must also > «ume an ag propriate forma
tion, in ordet (0 lesson itseftec =, [t mny,
therefore, bo suituble that these ‘tretien,’
or certaiu of them, from wholly or partially
in company columnsz orin line, The com.
panies may also deploy in line, or lreak off
into half 2nge’ and sections. At wheelings
and alterations of direction of the ‘truften,’
the battatwons have, however, a3 a rule, to
assume the formation 1 columns

3, For the formation of the skirmishing
Jine, Balf witge’ at least ara to by employed
at once.

“J4. “T'he tronps in support may follow the
skirmishing Lino in Ine or column (in zuge,’
hedf *zitge,” or seetions) and, qnite as an ex
ception, also in tile.

5. The artack under cortrin circan-
stances, and with duo regard to the groutd
can also bo carried out as follows : —After
running across o space of fifty Lo sixty yards
the troaps throw themselvesdown, and after
ashort pause, the advance will be continued
in this manner (the advance by rushes).
Tho regul ttious for the exccution of the bay-
cnct attack in line, and in large or smller
columns, remain in forco.

“g. A cavalry atlack can be receivel in
other than tho square formation. The troops
will have thair attention drawn to the ap-
proach of cavalry of the enemy by the signal,
+ Look out,' (Achtung!) whercupon the lead-
er will order the formation most suitable to
tho circumstunces.®

“ 7. The distances laid dowa in sections
114 and 120 of the regulations will bun-
creased in accordance with tho object of the
exercise to be performed.

“8, Regimonts and brigules must be
practised in exveuting precisely movements
in accordance with the formuations submitt.

“In.the above ruales tho demauds of
madern fighung hiwve been taken into
account. 1 must,liswocer, impress strongly,
that io the instraction of companies, batta-
lious, regiments und brigades, the following
sections of the regulations Nos. 43, 83, 93,

Y4 12 13, 1M, 115,and 130 have to receve
mcreased attentions so that tho multiplicity
of fractions, and the devciopment ot strong
lines of skirmiskers, nccessitated by the
manner of fighting of tho present day, do
uotlead 1o a disastrous lossenng of the tact
1l combinations. This danger can only be
efectually opposed by an intimate know-
ledgo of the fighting formations on the part
of the officers, aud by & lugh degree of fight-
tog and fire discipline, combined with nwell
grounded and strictly executed system of
dnll (exerzir-schule)r Athough I huve 1o
mako such increascd demands upon the
mstruction of infantsy, I novertheless accora
W somo rehief; for thopractice of some of the
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practico of somo of thoregulations formations
will in part bo entirely abolished, and in
part undergo a modification.

1 therefore ordain that the following bo‘
no longer praclised :-="The counter march |
(3. 34); column formations by placing the
suhdivisions mo before another (S, 60); de-
ployments upon a revr division (5.5, 94,and
€6); ‘usvements with the attacking column
formed an thies v uks: breaking oft amd
forming up the division in tho attacking
column on the {lanks (8. 79 ; tho formn~
tion uf the shirmishing subdivision in open
and closed column (3, $4) ; and the formi-
tion of square in three ranks (3. 89),

* Farther—the following are no longer to
be unade the objects of an inspection :—"The!
formation of subdivision columns to thu left
(S. 60); and the deployment from the same
(93). tho marching in tile of 1 Latltalion (8
63); breaking off and reforming the «ltack |
ing column from the head and tail (3. 79 ;1
and changing the attacking column into
the close oy opn subdivis en column (8.
80,

*The bredhing olf' by “compani-s) and
forming  the attacking columm, as Jaid
down in N, 79, remains £5 belore, an object
of practice nud inspection,.  You will cause
the above to he further promulgated.

<P the War Minister,’

(Signed) “AWViLLLa,

“ The above Royal Cabinel Order is here-
with aedo known to the army,

Signed, V. Kasueeke,

A translation of the previous (Cabinet or-
der referred to above,and dated July 4,1872,
will Le found in a pamphlet published some
time ago on ¢ Experimental Taclies,” by
Colonel B, Newdigate.

et e e =t e e e

SPECHALIZATION OF SHIPS oF WAR.

(Transiated from the Russian in the Revue
Culynial: ¢t Maratime for May, 1873,

Wo now come to the next question : What
order shoull take the plice of the ol fa-
shioned line of battle?

When we speak of an “ order of bLattle”
wo must be understood to mean the order
in which 2 Heet should advance to mect ano
ther hostile flect.

The authorities, who have written most
recontly on the subject of naval tactics, two
Austrian naval officers, Licutenant Wey-
precht and Captain Oesterreicher, speaking
fiom mpressions formed and oxperienco
guined in the combat of Lissa, deny in lolo
that any order whatever can bo maintained
during a naval engagement in the preseat
day. I'rabably the majority of officers will
coincide in this view.

As 0 tho best order for commencing an
action, opinions are dnaded.  We havo sin-
gle and double lines,welges, parallelograms
or naval squares, anid double indented hines,
but all these subdivision ! arrangements are
not strictly s;.ciking arders of battle, but
rather dispositions of the fleet.  Assuming
that in certun of the aboye cases it is neces-
sary that tho pasti.g ol the several vessels
in each sectivual position of the fleet should
be determined by the peculiar attributes of
individunl vessels, it will boe found that the
question has nut Leen touched upon at all
by tactical writers, With a flect subdivided
into smaller poitions, each forming a sort of
tactical unit by i self, it would be of greater
imporlance to ascertain what ships should
be combined in each. Should we post to
gether ships possessing, as fur as possible,
the samo qualities—or, should wo chooso

thom so as to supplemsnteach otherand af-
forad mutual support?  We havo as yot been
told nothing upon this point: and yet these
interior arrangements ave of far greatoer im-
portanco than any general plan of forma
tion for the whole fleet,

But the interior arrangementsof a flost m
order of battlo 2an only be rendered truly
chiective by a thorough acquaintance with
tho special qualitics of every vessel in the
fleet, and alo thoso of the encmy's ships.
‘Ihose who havo hitherto wiitten on the sub-
Ject of naval tacticts, speakmyg constantly of
ships of war in tho abstract and en mutssce,
without attemnting & wmore minute exami.
nation of tho various qualities which eonsti-
tute the chief value of individual vessels,
which havo had no motive and no means to
enter into these detads,  Nevertheless, in
theee vary details lies the essence of the nas
vil tactics of the future.

Tr.mmelled by old fushioned hibits of re
wading naval tacties, ML, Weypiecht and
Oesterreichen have arrived at the conclu.
sion that the science of naval tactics 1o Jon-
gerexiste.  And in regud of vessels with
indeterminale gualities, whoze principal role
is ramming, they are no duube right. As
soon, however, as we begin to recognize dis-
tinctions between ships depending on their
qualities and armaments, we are led to the
consideration of the specitic qualities of cach
class, upon which qualilies must depend the
method of handling each individual vessel,
and its position in the orderof battle.

Naval tactics thus presentsa wide ficld of
study—a study nccessarily involving con-
siderations of nacalstralegy, a wcience which
al present has no existence.

Viewing the matter broadly and consider-
ing how confused and entangled are tho
questions at issue, it appears absolutely ne-
cessary that these two branches of scienco
shonld be fused into one under tho head of
maralime warfare.

With the facilities for man:cuvring which
the vessels now possess, the sea may bo re-
garded asa vast field ol battle, whero tho
outposts of the side remainingob the defen-
sive occupy, the whole length of the latter's
cousts,

If then, a direct answer be required to the
question : What should now bo the order
of battle for a fleet or squadron putting to
gea with tho object of hringing the enemy's
fleet to an engagement? e can only formu
late the reply thus:—Tho order of battle
will depend absolutely on the descriptions
of vessels of which the said fleet or squad-
ron is composed, and also upon the compo-
sition of the hostilefleet.

Then comes anather question. In engag-
ing an enemy of inferior strength, it is still
desirable to close with the latter as far as
possible?’

‘This question, whichin times past was ge-
nerally decided in the aflirmative, must now
in most cases recaive a negative reply.

For cxample, a heavy irenclad attacked
by a small armoured ramn or torpedo vessel
should not only st closo with her oppony
eats, but skould cadeavor to keep them as
much as possible at a distance. This rulois
not without exceptions, as iu the caso whero
tho ironclad finds herself abreast of tho ram
when she must use all her endeavors to
keep hier opponetst in such a position,  But
this is an exceptional instance.  1In the caso
of ships formng an unbroken line—includ-
ing not ouly rumsand torpedo vessels, but
largo sized armor clan ships, provided with
spars and torpedoes as auilizry weanons—
ju is impozsible todecide at what pascular
distanco it will bo most advanlageous for
any pacticular ship to engagoany particular



