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BY A YOLUNTEY.R CAVALRYMAN, 1

(From the United Siates Army and Navy Journal,)

LOG1STI03—~FO00D—FORAGE.

Ix the matter of food, nourishing enough
to support the soldier, and light enough to
enable him to carry several days' allowance
thers is much room for improvemeont in our
service. Tho United States rasion is plenti-
ful, sometimes too liberal, but it fails in
portablihity., Pork and hard tack, o pound
and three-quarters a day, constitute our field
ration, with a due proportion of coftee and
sugar, JTtis veory bulky and contains much
waste matter. Tho best of it is the coffea
ani sugar. The allowance of these is suffi-
sient, with a very littlo experience in their
use; snd a man can carry ten or twelve
days of coffee rations without difficulty. But
the practice in the Southern army, of issuing
flour instead of bread, made their rations
much more porlablo. As it is, cight days'
rationsof pork and hard tack is & vory bulky
mass, inconvenient to carry. Once or twice,
when starting on raids, we had to load our-
selves with that amount of food, to our great
discomfort. Flour and other soft food makes
much better rations than hard square bis-
mits, as regards portability.

In this respect a3 in the saving of amu-
pition, we may again take nlesson from the
Prussian wars of this decade. They have
introduced into warfare a new clement in
the ammunition business. So in logistics
they bave invented a sausage. Not an or-
dinary susage, but one composed of peaso,
meal and meat, chopped up together, and
containing in itself all the constituentsof o
full ration. Theso sausages are the requisito
size and weight to maks a meal; and their
nutritive qualities are_wonderful in propor-
tion to their weight. If not perfection, they
are yet & move in the right direction. ~ One
great advantage of them is that they are
easily made, and that by their mears a great
deal of food aqtherwise wasted may be util-
ized; for they absorb fat and lean, meal and
floir. In foct, almost anything may bo put
into a sausago. A single chopping machine,
following sn army corps, would beable to,
keep up & full supply of these rations; and '
for long expeditions the sansages are much
better to pack and catry than tack

and pork.
The qualily of the meet, whether it be

beef, mnutton, or pork, or whatever olse, is a
matter of 1ndifferenco; as also whether
pease meal, bean meal, corn measl, or flour,
be the vehicle in which it is diffused. The
economy seetns to boe in tho provention of
all waste, tho juices of the meat being ab-
sorbed by tho flour. The sausage mny be
roasted, fried, orgut open and the contents
poured into water; inaking a thick soup or
porridge. In the stmmer timo tho meat

thing elga; and if nothing clse in the way
of provisions is carried on wheals, o single
wageon laden with coffes and sugar will be
found to amply repay for the trouble of its
guarding. Men can forage for anything ex-
cept that.

Tn the matter of forage there is one thing
to bo said. In the United States cavaley
thero is no provision made by which the
men can carry three days’ grain. They did

must be salted or dried to enuble it to koep. | carry it repentod]y' but they had to provido

In the winter no such precaution s neces-
sary.

‘This sausage has enabled the Prussian
army to releass from the duties of guarding
communications many a man whoso services

the means themselves, and in a way far su.
perior to tho old fushioned forage bags of
European cavalry.

‘*he “mo invaluable picce of old shelter

tent ¢.me into play hero ; and a long, nar

wero valuablo at the front; and we cordinl-| yow bag was sewed up, which just ueld thir

ly recommeond it to our cuvalry of tho fu-| ty pounds of grain, and then resembled an
ture, if our word may chance 10 bo adjudged | ymmenso s.iusage. This was strapped across

as of any value.

Not that we desire to urge! the cantlo of the saddle, exactly ss the old

a mero y7ooden imitation of tho German sys ! yalige tho centre strap being drawcn tight
temn. Imitation imphesinferiority. Butwo | enough to clear the bag from the horse's
submit that the combining of the two parts| back. By this method wo carried three
ot the ration together is & good one, and { days’ grain with comfort to man and horse,
tends to provent waste and economise | the load lightening every day, and the nar-

weight

rownesa of the bag rendering 1t casily com-

Inregard to the cartying of rations, the! pressible into a tight, compact mass. Such

experience of a single campxign 1s sufficient
to decide one thing—that the haversack, s
used in the United States Army, while very
good perhaps for infantry,1s a poor thing
for cavalry. Itis not nearly strong enough
to stand the jolting of a trotting hous2, and
the shoulder-strap is continually gwving
way. Moreover, whatever the theory of the
inventor and the War Department may be
subject, practically you cannot get u cavalry
soldier to wear it over his shoulder. Ho
will tie 1t to lus horse, whero it dangles

bumping and crashing, till the Land gives)

way. and down comes tho load.

But our ready-witlct men soon learned to
rovide themselves in s better manner
They used to tako the white inside bag of
tho haversack, ind make it mto a trio of
long narrow bags, one for coffee, one for
sugar, one forsuit.  The pork they wrapped
up in a piece of old shelter tent, and strap
ped to the saddle-bow. The haversack, with
the hard tack inside, was rolled up and
strapved on the cantle above the gruin bag,
and the nose bag was utilized in the same
manaer.  But, with the best management,
the hard square biscuits wore very ugly
things to carry, and 1t is for that reason
that flour ur meal is so far preferable. But
the coffee ration is tho best part of the
whols. No one who has not been through
the hardships of resl campaining can hard.
1y appreciate the comfort of a cup of coffes
to o weary soldier aftar a hard day's tramp.
Coffea and & quiet pips have done more o
xmfort our men on long raids than any.

- wear for

ubag as this, made of stout canvas, would
years; and if a strip of leathor or
canvas were fustened down one side longt-
tudinally, with intervals between it and tho
bag 1o pass the straps of the cantles through
all uanger of the load’s siipping to one side
or the other would be avoided.

QARE OF HORSLS.

With regard to the questiom of forage
there s one thing to be s«id. In campamn-
ing in a country where Indian cornis the
staplo horse feed, it is poor economy to send
out car loads ol oats for cavalry horses.
When a raid comes, the animals have to live
offthe country : and the change of food isapt
to * heat the blood,’” vulgarly speaking. In
tho winter time, when thers is mmuch mud,
it predisposes the horses to ** scratches,” or
s grease beel,” and when oneo that breaks
out on a winter rawd, the borse has to be
abandoned,

The immense number of -nimals that
wero perforco left behind from this cause on
Sheridan's last rad. in March, 1865, almost
exceeds belief.  The suthor himself started
from Winchestor on an excellent horse, with
a second pretty fair animal, led in the pack
train; but both broke down dead lame on
the second day after passing Waynesboro,
owing to tho mud. Whileon the macadam
ized pike, up tho valley, they went gailant.
ly; but the mud brought the feet of both of
them 1nto such a fearful condition that they
had to Lo left. And three.fourtls of the

lameness in these casas wore due to the



